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COMMAND GROUP CORNER
Story by Major General Hans van Griensven, Deputy Chief of Staff (Plans) JFC Brunssum

KEEPING THE MOMENTUM

A

lea jacta est”, meaning it’s done.
The decision has been made.
We’re going forward, knowing
we have to fight. There is no way back.
That’s what Caesar said before crossing
the River Rubicon and entering Rome;
seizing enormous power as he did so. A
bold decision that led to glory. We need
some decisions in NATO. Only we have
to do that with 28 nations’ agreement at
a tempo we’re not used to. Who is going
to throw the dice?

Warsaw is getting closer in time and space.
In time because the Warsaw Summit is
due on 9 Jul and we have to present our
deliverables. In space because we have
our Cluster of exercises in Poland aimed
at showcasing that Multinational Corps
Northeast (MNC(NE)) is ready to take on its
additional tasks1 , NATO Force Integration
Units (NFIUs) are up and running, and the
Very High Readiness Joint Task Force
(VJTF) is established, trained, exercised
and usable. I’m sure we’ll manage because
JFCBS is Responsive, Relevant and has
justifiably earnt a good Reputation that we
will collectively sustain.
It will be interesting to see what is decided
at Warsaw. For almost two years now
JFCBS, in concert with all HQs that
constitute Allied Command Operations
(ACO), Allied Command Transformation
(ACT) and elements of the NATO Force
Structure (NFS) have been busy ‘adapting’
to the ‘hybrid’ security environment that
has evolved, but still a lot of work has to
be done. We are not in the consolidation
phase yet. You might even argue that we
are still at the beginning. The beginning of
re-inventing the way we can best defend
our Alliance.
Today’s most important
question for the NATO is: How to deter a
re-emerging eastern foe and prevent him
from influencing our allied nations? In the
past we could mass overwhelming military
power at our eastern borders within 24
hours. But the nations have steadily
harvested the so-called ‘peace dividend’
over the past 25 years leaving us with a
new set of challenges now the Teddy Bear
is transforming into a Grizzly again. This
forces NATO to adapt but the mantra
governing all our actions is we must ‘do
more with less!’
When asked, I always say that this is the
best period in history to work at a NATO
HQs, especially in Plans. We have to
reconsider everything we are doing or
are supposed to do, encouraged by our
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youngest NATO member states. How are
we going to defend them if necessary?
This is a particularly good question since
we don’t have the proper mechanisms
in place any more. So, after reassuring
our family members that we are militarily
involved via the establishment of a
persistent presence in their countries, we
have to come up with some cunning plans
to convince them (but also any potential
adversary) that we still represent a capable
and committed security insurance policy.
That’s okay and interesting to work on.
The problem, however, is that we have
to do this at a much quicker tempo than
NATO is accustomed to; at least for the
last 25 years. In the past we had plenty
of time to instigate significant structural
or doctrinal changes, preparing them well
in advance, and time to conduct lengthy
negotiations with all Alliance members to
slowly gain consensus - as a consequence
our thoroughly staffed and agreed
proposals would inevitably be blessed at
a NATO Summit triggering already agreed
adaptation measures.
If I now look closely at what we have been
doing for the past two years, pushing all
kinds of new developments and bringing
them into practice even before they are fully
endorsed, I’m sometimes worried whether
the current working tempo is too fast. That
said, today’s NATO is agile and responsive.
Novelties such as Graduated Response
Plans (GRPs), MNC(NE)’s revised role,
NFIU’s, VJTF, Article V2 exercises have
been implemented even before essential
doctrine underpinning them has been

written have come to the fore. The backdrop is that only a few people, the ones
that are at the coal-face dealing with it, take
the work forward and are really involved,
leaving the majority less/not aware of
crucial developments. We have to be
careful not to end up with a knowledgeable
few in the lead, climbing the ‘hors category’
mountain, leaving the vast peloton well
behind hoping they will reach the summit
within time limits. We have to make sure
that everybody is brought up to speed
and has the right mind set. At the moment
we rush forward without answering all the
questions. If somebody asks me where he/
she can read the doctrine or in what lecture
they can find the theory/concept I often
don’t know the answer. We are learning
by doing and pretty much the practice is
an empirical adventure. In the end we will
have to deliver clear answers and educate
everybody, so they not only understand
how it works, but also can also successfully
bring these new ideas into practice. In the
land of the blind One Eye is king and, at
the moment, JFCBS pretty much has this
royal role i.e. that of bringing everybody, as
soon as possible, up to speed with all new
developments.
So, talk to each other, learn from each
other and turn the new, partially undefined
concepts that have been developed, into
workable and responsive new doctrine.
Doctrine that can be read, taught and
practiced. But it is not only about new
doctrine and concepts. It’s also about the
right mind-set, the mental flexibility to be
able to respond quickly to new challenges.
We should also look at best practices
and dare to challenge old processes and
procedures that cannot cope anymore
with the tempo at which the modern
environment now changes. Let’s prove
together that NATO is capable to adapt to
the new security challenges and, not only
assure our friends within the Alliance, but
also deter whoever wants to threaten our
freedom. We have to adapt, to cross that
river. There’s no way back. “Alea jacta
est”. Let’s make it happen, together!
MNC(NE) were given a broader mandate
by Heads of State and Government at the
2014 Welsh Summit.
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Article V of the Washington Treaty states
that an attack on one Alliance member
will be regarded an attack on all and the
Alliance will respond with the collective
might of all.
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DACCC trains NATO members on innovative
software during Ballistic Missile Defence
Planning Course
Story by PAO HQ AIRCOM

Students gather for the first AIRC2IS supported BMD Planning Training Course 16-01, delivered at the DACCC Poggio Renatico, Italy.
Photo courtesy of DACCC Poggio Renatico.

P

oggio Renatico - The Air
Command and Control program
known as AirC2IS (Air Command
and Control Information Services) has,
for the first time, been utilised to train
NATO staff during a the Ballistic Missile
Defense (BMD) Planning Course at the
Deployable Air Command and Control
Centre (DACCC), in early March 2016.
The objective of the new course was
“to train and qualify NATO operators in
the BMD planning process supported
by the AirC2IS current planning tool
and enable them to fulfill their duties
as BMD planners”. The innovative
software provides BMD planners with
an advanced planning capability over
legacy systems.
DACCC BMD Subject Matter Experts were
selected to develop and deliver the new
course with support from the Competence
Centre for Surface-Based Air and Missile
Defence (CC SBAMD) at Ramstein and the
NATO Communications and Information
Agency
(NCIA)
local
detachment.

Participants from HQ AIRCOM Ramstein,
HQ LANDCOM Izmir, CAOC Torrejon,
CAOC Uedem, and the CC SBAMD
successfully met all the training objectives
using the AirC2IS system, delivered in late
2015 to AIRCOM, MARCOM, the Joint
Force Commands and the DACCC.
Based on requirements provided by
the NCIA, AirC2IS, as part of the wider
Bi-Strategic
Command
Automated
Information
System,
will
enhance
interoperability of the Air Component with
other commands. Moreover, within the joint
arena, AirC2IS will improve air and BMD
planning at the strategic and operational
levels. Read more on Air Command and
Control Systems at HQ AIRCOM’s website,
www.ac.nato.int -Missions/Air Command
and Control Systems.
Integration of AIRC2IS
step as NATO moves
operational capability
Operational Capability
decided by the North

is a significant
from an interim
towards Initial
of BMD to be
Atlantic Council

at the Warsaw Summit this year. Missile
defence is an important tool for NATO’s
core task of collective defence. The threat
to the Alliance posed by the proliferation
of ballistic missiles is real and growing
while NATO’s missile defence system
is designed to protect European Allies
against the threat of ballistic missiles from
outside the Euro-Atlantic area. Read more
on Ballistic Missile Defence at www.nato.
int - Topics/Ballistic Missile Defence.
Based on information provided by DACCC
Poggio Renatico, LtCol Nicola BOLZAN
and Maj William J. Evans

Students using the AIRC2IS software in BMD
planning. Photo courtesy of DACCC Poggio
Renatico.

HQ AIRCOM Ramstein
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Headquarters Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum - Visits and Activities
Prepared by Adjudant Edwin Tromp, photos by PAO JFCBS

Headquarters Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum major activities are depicted along five lines of effort within the Brunssum
Campaign Plan. Each of these activities requires an ambitious level of attention and effort. Beside routine staff work we plan
and conduct special activities in the form of visits and training, as well as, social events on a regular basis. We would like to
provide you an overview of those activities.

February

General Domröse Visits Poland, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia
19 FEB 2016
The Commander Joint Force Command Brunssum, General
Hans-Lothar Domröse, recently completed a farewell tour of
Poland, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, where he took part in
official civil and military ceremonies.
The 5-day visit included office calls with the Polish Chief of
Defence, the Lithuanian Chief of Defence, the Latvian State
Secretary of the Ministry of Defence, the Estonian Chief of
Defence and the Estonian Permanent Secretary of the Ministry
of Defence. Among the topics discussed were the current
security situation and the status of the NATO Force Integration
Units.
During the trip General Domröse was presented with the
following honours in recognition of his outstanding service:
•
The Estonian Defence Forces’
Distinguished Service Decoration;
•
The Latvian Medal of Honourable Merit;
•
The Lithuanian Cross of the Order of Merit.

Military Band Dedicates Farewell Concert to General Domröse
25 FEB 2016
The German Air Force Band, from Münster, visited JFC
Brunssum today to mark the imminent departure of
Commander JFC Brunssum, General Hans-Lothar Domröse,
as he prepares to retire from the German Army next month.
General Domröse will officially hand over command of JFC
Brunssum to his successor, General Salvatore Farina from
Italy.
As he prepares to leave JFC Brunssum and transition into
the next chapter of his life General Domröse takes the best
wishes of all his colleagues at NATO and the German Armed
Forces with him. Hugely respected, he has worked tirelessly
to improve European security and leaves a legacy of creative
solutions to complex problems for others to reflect upon.

Norwegian Joint Staff College Visits JFC Brunssum
2 MAR 2016
84 Students from Norway’s Joint Staff College called
into JFC Brunssum with the objective of broadening their
comprehension of NATO, developing their understanding of
the security challenges confronting the Alliance, and gaining
a first-hand impression of daily life in a multi-national joint
operational-level headquarters.
Warmly welcome by the Chief of Staff, Lieutenant General
Janusz Adamczak, visitors were first provided a high-level
overview of a number of ongoing initiatives including: the
status of Readiness Action Plan deliverables; lessons learned
from last year’s Exercise Trident Juncture; an update on the
Alliance’s Resolute Support mission in Afghanistan; and
issues related to our Regional Focus effort i.e. our objective
to achieve and sustain improved connectivity with NATO and
non-NATO military headquarters and security organizations
throughout our Area of Responsibility.
In a comprehensive program, overseen by our Norwegian
Assistant Chief of Staff (Plans), Brigadier General Torgeir
Gråtrud, visitors seized the opportunity to interact and posed
a number of thought-provoking questions. The visiting
delegation was led by Rear Admiral Louise Dedichen, Head of
the Norwegian Defense University.

News
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BOLD VISION: The 2016 Exercise Cycle Begins

24 FEB 2016
Brunssum – Commander Allied Force Command Brunssum,
General Hans-Lothar Domröse, welcomed the component
commanders assigned to the enhanced NATO Response Force
(eNRF) 2016 along with representatives from other levels of
NATO command to Bold Vision 2016, a two day exercise held
at Headquarters Joint Force Command in Brunssum from 2324 February.
Bold Vision is the first part of an ‘exercise cluster’ that takes
place in the first half of 2016, as part of our Warsaw Summit
deliverables. General Domröse emphasised the ambitious
2016 exercise plan by saying, “The overall aim of the training
will be to enhance cooperation and interoperability, especially
with the enhanced NATO Response Force and Very High
Readiness Joint Task Force (VJTF). The VJTF was defined not
only in terms of land forces (Land Brigade), but also airborne
and naval units – all ready to act 365 days per year.”
As a Commander’s Conceptual Discussion, this meeting
leads to a ‘walk-through’ of current operational and training
related issues at the beginning of the stand-by period of NRF
16. General (retired) Karl-Heinz Lather, former Chief of Staff
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe, supported the
discussion as the Senior Mentor by sharing his experiences
and giving expert advice.

General Domröse - Final Address to His Staff

25 FEB 2016
Commander JFC Brunssum, General Hans-Lothar Domröse,
addressed his staff for the final time before commencing a
Hand Over / Take Over programme culminating in a Change of
Command Ceremony, Friday 04 March.
‘Today I stand in front of you talking to soldiers for the last
time’, the General opened his remarks with. Of course, he
went on to acknowledge the contributions of all members of
his workforce – soldiers, sailors, airmen and civilians – but the
sentiment was clear, this would be the last time this superb
leader, who successfully scaled the ranks to the very top,
would make a speech as a military Commander to his staff.

UK Higher Command & Staff Course Visit JFC Brunssum

9 MAR 2016
Joint Force Command Brunssum welcomed 41 students and
staff of the UK’s Joint Services Command and Staff College, in
a delegation led by Brigadier General Charles Herbert, as part
of the curriculum of the Higher Command and Staff Course
(HCSC). HCSC is designed to prepare selected officers and
officials for command and staff appointments at 2* level and
above (the highest levels of the British military structure). The
visit was part of the course’s familiarization with NATO and
other international organizations.

New Commander at JFC Brunssum

4 MAR 2016
In an outdoor ceremony presided over by General Philip M.
Breedlove, Supreme Allied Commander Europe (SACEUR),
General Hans-Lothar Domröse handed command of JFC
Brunssum to his successor, General Salvatore Farina in ‘infantry
weather’. More than 200 dignitaries and guests representing
the NATO Command Chain, European capitals, the Host
Nation, North America, National and International Organizations
gathered to mark the event.

The delegation was welcomed by the Commander JFC
Brunssum, General Salvatore Farina. Briefs were provided
by the Deputy Commander, Lieutenant General Fernando
Alejandre, and senior members of the HQs. Topics discussed
covered a range of subjects including: NATO’s trajectory since
the Wales Summit; progress made in adapting NATO to a new
security environment; examples of how a Joint HQs delivers
NATO’s core tasks at the operational level; and, continued
operations in Afghanistan.

SACEUR, in his remarks, praised General Domröse for his
‘energy, enthusiasm, determination and passion’ describing him
as a ‘force of nature’. General Breedlove went on to welcome
General Farina as the new JFC Brunssum Commander stating
he is ‘very much the right man for the job as, amongst other
achievements, is demonstrated by his magnificent leadership
of KFOR’.
In a post change-of-command ceremony reception the Dutch
Chief of Defence Staff, General Tom Middendorp, awarded
General Domröse his nation’s Medal of Merit (In Gold). Finally,
the Brunssum Mayor, Mayor Luc Winants, took the opportunity
to thank the General for his ‘deep commitment to Brunssum’
and awarded him a departure gift on behalf of the town.

US Mission to NATO Media Tour Calls into JFC Brunssum

15 MAR 2016
JFC Brunssum hosted a media tour organised by the US
Mission to NATO at the HQs’ International Conference
Center. Ten journalists representing a number of European
NATO member and partner nations were briefed on progress
in implementing Readiness Action Plan deliverables, at the
operational level of military command, emanating from NATO’s
2014 Welsh Summit.

General Farina’s First Staff Address

14 MAR 2016
General Salvatore Farina, Commander JFC Brunssum,
addressed his staff today. In a rousing speech the General
praised the accomplishments of his predecessor and
acknowledged the huge amount of work that had enabled
the HQs to achieve Full Operating Capability in NATO’s most
recently adopted command structure, last December. Looking
to the future General Farina stressed there would be ‘no
revolution but evolution’ as he settles into his new position and
personnel should be assured that, under his leadership, ‘the oil
tanker will not change direction hastily or without good reason’.

The Deputy Commander of JFC Brunssum, Lieutenant General
Fernando Alejandre, welcomed the media representatives and
briefly touched upon several of the most pressing challenges
confronting the HQs. Subject matter experts then provided
more detailed briefs on two of JFC Brunssum’s ‘frontline
priorities’ - Assurance Measures and Regional Focus.
Inevitably the discussion that ensued covered a range of issues
that included: NATO’s Readiness Action Plan; the enhanced
NATO Response Force; the Very High Readiness Joint Task
Force; exercises; and, civil-military cooperation/partnership.

April
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MPA Conference at JFC Brunssum
Story by LTC Paul van Harten, RNLAF, PAO JFC Brunssum
Photos by: WO Edwin Tromp

NATO Public Affairs Personnel gather for Public Affairs Conference.

O

n 16 & 17 February NATO
communicators
contributing
to NATO Response Force
2016 gathered for a Public Affairs
Conference organized by JFC Brunssum
Public Affairs. Lieutenant General
Fernando Alejandre, DCOM JFCBS,
opened the conference with remarks
that emphasized the importance
of networking within the area of
communications. A wide range of topics
were discussed with contributions
from both Public Affairs and Strategic
Communications professionals. From
the importance of social and digital
media, communication tools and risks
and the comprehensive approach
to communication, all topics were
discussed and debated. An additional
emphasis on media monitoring tools
and techniques was provided by Mrs
Elisabeth Fry from SHAPE Public Affairs.
The conference concluded with a special
guest speaker, Mr Dmytro Kuleba, the
Ambassador at Large for Strategic
Communications at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Ukraine. During a
very interactive period with the audience,
News
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consisting of conference attendees and
JFCBS staff, the ambassador explained
the role and influence of Russian
propaganda in the Ukraine Crisis. Mr.
Kubela discussed several propaganda
situations from the start of the Russian
occupation of Crimea to ongoing attempts
by Russia to shape and manipulate news

and information. Colonel Martin Klein,
the host of the conference, thanked Mr
Kuleba for his insight and advice about
Russian communication strategies and
commended all the participants for their
contributions that made the Public Affairs
Conference a resounding success.

Lieutenant General Fernando Alejandre, Deputy Commander JFC Brunssum, opening the
Public Affairs Conference.

CIMIC MTT 15 – 19 February Kiev Ukraine
Story by Capt Christophe LeClerc, FRA Army

The JFCBS and CCOE Team with UKR CIMIC students.OE)

A

t
NATO’s
Wales
Summit,
in
September
2014,
a
comprehensive and tailored
package of measures to help Ukraine
better ensure its security was agreed.

who can then teach the material to their
colleagues as appropriate.
The NATO team was composed of
one member from the JFCBS Military
Partnership Branch, two JFCBS experts in

Civil-Military Cooperation and two from the
CCoE. Nine personnel from the Ukrainian
CIMIC Directorate attended the course. All
had experience from CIMIC work in East
Ukraine.

In this framework, Joint Force Command
Brunssum (JFCBS) J9 Military Partnership
(MILPART) Branch conducted a Mobile
Training Team (MTT) visit to Kiev, from
15 to 19 February 2016. The topic of
this event was Civil Military Cooperation
(CIMIC). This was the first of three
scheduled CIMIC MTTs for 2016 and was
the seventh iteration conducted by JFCBS
since 2014. For the first time, however, the
training objective was focused on “trainthe-trainers”.
The train-the-trainer model enables
experienced personnel to show a lessexperienced instructor how to deliver
courses, workshops and seminars. The
Ukrainian CIMIC instructors observed the
training event led by the CIMIC subjectmatter experts (SME) from JFCBS and
NATO’s CIMIC Centre of Excellence
(CCoE). The aim was to build a pool of
competent Ukrainian CIMIC instructors

Syndicate work with UKR CIMIC students

News
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Turkish Navy: A significant
contributor to NATO’s Naval
Power
Story by Lt.Göker SEViNÇ

Turkish Frigate Leading NATO Forces in Mediterranean

The Turkish Navy’s responsibility in Turkey’s

Turkish Naval Forces today, with their

BLACKSEAFOR has been as an exemplary

defense and maritime interests is very

180+ naval platforms, 50+ air assets,

regional initiative, in which littoral countries

high. In tandem with her commitments,

amphibious brigade and special operations

have shown a common understanding

the Turkish Navy is retaining a robust and

teams, continue to contribute to regional

promoting peace and stability in the Black

credible combat power to protect maritime

and global maritime security aligning

Sea; it has proven a great success for

interests across the world, while closely

operational tempo and area of operation

more than a decade. Besides that, in order

cooperating with NATO and other friendly

so as to best fulfill responsibilities.

to provide deterrence against possible

navies to contribute to regional and global

illegal activities in the Black Sea and to

For a safe & secure maritime
environment

ensure security of the Turkish Straits, the

multi-dimensional

In Turkey’s surrounding seas, the Black

Sea Harmony (OBSH), a national initiative

approach to restoring and maintaining

Sea and the Eastern Mediterranean have

which started in 2004. Turkey encourages

regional and global peace and security.

gained greater significance in parallel

the participation of all littoral states in

To this end, the Turkish Navy works with

with the evolving geopolitical aspects and

this initiative. With the existence of these

relevant national and international military

current political/military situation.

regional maritime initiatives, stability and

security and stability.
Turkey

values

a

and government agencies. Thanks to its

Turkish Navy carries out Operation Black

the security has, to date, been sustained

commitments and engagements within

The Turkish Navy contributes to Black

NATO as well as with partner navies,

Sea security with regards to both national

the Turkish Navy has become one of the

and multinational initiatives. The Montreux

OBSH is a typical maritime security

key contributors to regional and global

Convention is the cornerstone of Black

operation that includes cooperation in

maritime security with its participation in

Sea security and safe & secure navigation

information sharing with relevant NATO

NATO Operations and with its own national

through the Turkish Straits (Istanbul and

HQs and the Mediterranean-based Virtual

initiatives.

Canakkale).

Regional Maritime Traffic Center (VRMTC).

Editorial
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in the Black Sea maritime domain.

It also aims to increase effectiveness by

by deploying, on a continuous basis, one

has been conducting courses, workshops

enabling interaction with other maritime

frigate either under CTF 151 or NATO’s

and exercises for UN countries, NATO

security related initiatives in the Black Sea.

SNMG-2, and by commanding the said

members and Partner nations.

forces frequently.
The

Turkish

Navy

contributes

to

The main philosophy behind the MARSEC

Mediterranean security by participating

In

primary

CoE is to draw together the experience from

in NATO’s Operation Active Endeavour,

operations and activities in neighboring

allied and partner countries and exploit this

NATO’s

Group

seas, Turkish Naval Forces aim to operate

pool of expertise to foster dialogue among

activities, UNIFIL Maritime Operations

more broadly. In 2014, the BARBAROS

relevant military and civilian stakeholders

off the coast of Lebanon and maintains

Turkish Maritime Task Group consisting of

on the basis of multinational, cross-

the aim to establish cooperation with the

4 surface ships visited 27 African countries

functional, interagency coordination.

European Union based on mutual benefits

and conducted training/exercises in African

Since its establishment MARSEC CoE has

in the maritime region.

littorals. In this context, the Turkish Navy

provided training to personnel of allied,

In addition, the Turkish Navy launched

will develop its capabilities to operate on

partner and friendly nations, either on-site

Operation Mediterranean Shield in 2006

the high seas in order to provide security

or by mobile training teams; and conducted

under the legal framework of the UN

in the sea lines of communications and

several workshops and conferences on the

Security Council’s relevant resolutions.

choke points in which maritime trade is

focus areas of maritime terrorism, WMD

The aim of the Operation is to deter,

carried out, to support Alliance Maritime

proliferation, piracy & armed robbery, IED

disrupt and prevent terrorism, proliferation

Strategy, and to contribute to regional/

in the maritime environment, organized

of weapons of mass destruction and other

global peace and stability.

crime & irregular migration, smuggling and

Standing

Naval

Task

addition

to

carrying

out

illicit activities at sea, to secure strategic

marine pollution. Through MARSEC CoE,
the Turkish Navy develops and conducts

the Ceyhan terminal, located in the Bay of

Multinational Maritime Security
Center of Excellence

Iskenderun, contributing to global energy

Another example of the Turkish Navy’s

exercises with relevant stake-holders.

security and to support NATO’s efforts on

contributions to maritime security and

In sum, the MARSEC CoE approach

maritime security operations in the region.

stability is the recent initiative to establish

to maritime security is based on multi-

oil transportation routes originating from

maritime security education, training and

a Multinational Maritime Security Center

national cross–functional interagency co-

and

of Excellence (MARSEC COE), inspired

operation.

NATO’s Operation Active Endeavour are

by NATO’s Maritime Strategy and Smart

complementary maritime security tasks

Defense Initiative.

Operation

Mediterranean

Shield

Reflecting on the past and looking ahead

that provide enhanced maritime situational
awareness in the Eastern Mediterranean.

to the future, the Turkish Navy will retain
After

the

Lisbon

Summit

and

the

its deterrent posture to protect NATO’s

publication of the Allied Maritime Strategy

Southern Flank and Turkey’s maritime rights

As a NATO member, Turkey has been

and NATO Maritime Security Operations

and interests, to contribute to national

contributing to NATO’s Standing Naval

Concept,

Maritime

defense and world maritime security while

Forces (SNMG-2 and SNMCMGs) from

Security the best area for co-operation

working alongside NATO, partners and

the outset.

with NATO Partners. The “MARSEC CoE

friends to underpin international peace

Project” was proposed as a Smart Defense

and security.

Turkey

considered

Turkey has also been playing an active

Project to ACT in January 2012. MARSEC

role in counter piracy operations in the

CoE was officially opened on Aksaz Naval

Gulf of Aden as a member of “The Contact

Base/Marmaris on 12th of November 2012.

For more information about Turkish Navy

Group on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia”

Since its establishment, MARSEC CoE

please visit http://www.dzkk.tsk.tr
For more information about NRDC-T

please visit http://www.hrf.tu.nato.int/
For more information about MARSEC
CoE

please visit http://www.dgmm.tsk.tr
For more information about PfP Training
Center

please visit http://www.bioem.tsk.tr/
For more information about COE-DAT

please visit http://www.coedat.nato.int/
Turkish MARSEC CoE MTT training the boarding and inspection team of a Ukrainian frigate
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On The Way To Become a
JTF HQ: NRDC-TURKEY
Story by Maj. Engin YÜKSEL

NATO Rapid Deployable Corps-Turkey (NRDC-T)

Turkey attaches the utmost importance
to NATO’s role in maintaining security
and stability in the Euro-Atlantic area and
in providing a forum for political-military
consultations on topics of interest to its
members. Turkey also supports NATO’s
transformation efforts which are crucial
for NATO’s relevance. Turkey is, therefore,
making a substantial contribution to
the NATO Response Force. As a part of
these efforts, the NATO Rapid Deployable
Corps-Turkey (NRDC-T) was established
in Istanbul and maintains a high state of
readiness.

May 2003. Upon SACEUR’s proposal,
NRDC-T was designated as the first HRF
HQ to form the NATO Response Force
from 15 October 2003 to July 2004.
NRDC-T was assigned as an International
Security Assistance Force Headquarters
in Afghanistan three times between 20052014.

NRDC-T gained its international status on
10 September 2002. The Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) and technical
arrangements were signed on 23
September 2002. Based on SHAPE’s
deployable headquarters task force
recommendation,
SACEUR
declared
NRDC-T had reached full operational
capability. On 19 December 2002, the
Military Committee (MC) formally endorsed
HQ NRDC-T as a NATO Rapid Deployable
High Readiness Force (HRF) HQ.

NATO Rapid Deployable Corps-Turkey
(NRDC-T), as a High Readiness Force
(Land) HQ, is to be trained and prepared at
a high level of readiness to deploy on NATO
orders to an area of operations designated
by SACEUR to conduct combined and
joint military operations as a:
•
Corps HQ;
•	
Land Component Command
(LCC) HQ;
•	
NATO Force Structure (NFS)
JHQ to command Small Joint
Operations (SJO) Land;
•	HQ being capable to support a
NATO Command Structure (NCS)
JHQ in command of a Major Joint
Operation (MJO) or to augment
ongoing operations.

As a result of the MC’s recommendation,
the North Atlantic Council (NAC) confirmed
HQ NRDC-T as a NATO HRF HQ on 14

On the way to become a JTF HQ, NRDC-T
has continued to make preparations
for Exercise TRIDENT JAGUAR 2016

News
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(TRJR 16). TRJR 16 is a Command Post
exercise aimed to certify NRDC-T for
future NRF responsibilities. The main aim
of the exercise is to plan and conduct an
SJO (Land) crisis response operation in a
high tempo, complex military, civilian and
asymmetric threat environment.
In order to prepare the staff for the
upcoming
Exercise,
NRDC-T
first
conducted academic seminars, followed
by exercise planning with the attendance
of augmentees from various NATO HQs
and national observers. The execution
phase of the exercise will be conducted
between 4-13 May 2016 in Istanbul.
The consolidation of the NATO Command
Structures is leading to an increased
confidence in NATO Force Structure HQs.
Therefore, the NRDC-T HQ is on the way to
implement the JTF HQ concept, by adapting
and evolving its structures, procedures and
task organizations. As a result of proactive
foreign policy and contributions provided
to crisis management and peace-keeping
missions, Turkey’s role within NATO has
constantly increased since the end of the
Cold War. Therefore, as a contribution
to the Readiness Action Plan, which is a
key part of NATO’s response to the new

COM NRDC-T, LTG Ӧztürk, during a meeting for TRJR16

security challenges, Turkey has pledged
to undertake the responsibility for the
Alliance’s “spearhead unit”, the Very High
Readiness Joint Task Force (VJTF) Land in
2021.

Turkey’s Contribution to NATO
and PfP Training
In an effort to contribute to the training and
interoperability efforts of NATO’s partner

nations, the “Partnership for Peace Training
Center” was also created in 1998 within the
Turkish General Staff. The Center provides
strategic and tactical level training to
military and civilian personnel from partner
countries with NATO and UN accredited
courses.
The Centre of Excellence
Defence Against Terrorism (COE DAT) was
also established in Turkey in 2005. COE
DAT is accredited by NATO and has gained

“International Military Organization” status.
Turkey’s role as a reliable and powerful ally
in a critical geostrategic position is crucial
to NATO’s adaptation to changes in the
strategic environment. Turkey continues
to contribute to NATO’s missions and
operations in a comprehensive and active
way in the scope of the importance that
NATO and Turkey present for each other.

NRDC-T Staff making preparations for TRJR16

News
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Voice From The Past
Story by: Senior Aircraftman (SAC) Mike. Capon, International Motor Pool, Allied Air Forces Central Europe (AAFCE).

The enclosed photograph was taken by the author in June 1957. It shows the range of vehicles typically in the International Motor Pool each
morning.

F

rom day one of AAFCE to the
closure, of all the articles ever
written, the best ones were by
Bill Gunston in 1953. They all seem
to concentrate on the Commanders
and the work in Building No. 1 and I
never saw anything written about the
Domestic site at AAFCE.

in the shape of R.A.F and USAF Warrant
Officers. In the Motor Pool, each nation
had a two-bay workshop although the
British and the Americans, because of the
size of their vehicle fleets, had three bays.
The RAF drivers were all VIP driver-trained
and each nation usually drove its own
senior officers.

By crossing Rue du Rocher D’Avon, one
came to the Domestic Site. If you entered
by Gate 6, the road led past the RAF Motor
Transport Section which then led into the
International Motor Pool. The Motor Pool
was under the command of an R.A.F
Squadron Leader with the deputy a USAF
Captain. There were two further deputies,

The R.A.F was in a unique position as it
had to both maintain its own national fleet
of vehicles and also those provided to the
International pool. As part of the British
National fleet there were four coaches.
Three of these were tasked each day to
shuttle British and Canadian children from
outlying villages to the International School

Community
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and back. The fourth coach provided daily
return trips to Melun Nillaroche airport for
air and ground crews where the R.A.F had
a communications flight of three aircraft.
At lunchtime, because of the distance from
Fontainebleau, the ground crews were
taken to a restaurant in Melun. There were
also two ambulances in the fleet, tasked
daily with transporting nurses to and from
the British Wing of the Fontainebleau
Hospital and dental staff between Camp
Guynemer and Le Qartier Chataux. There
were also regular runs to Paris collecting
stores and food and also journeys to
the Paris railway station, Gare du Nord,
delivering and collecting families.

Community
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MILITARY DISCOUNT CENTRE

WHY BUY A QUALITY CAR?
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Quality
Quality
Quality
Quality
Quality

cars
cars
cars
cars
cars

are designed and manufactured to last much longer
transport you and your family in the safest environment.
have exceptional resale values
are reliable
are a pleasure to own

WHY BUY BMW , VOLVO or MERCEDES?
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

BMW ,VOLVO and MERCEDES are your Quality cars
MASSIVE Military Discounts (Buy Quality for the price of an Average car)
FREE Home Shipment to the U.S.A or CANADA when you return home
FREE Service and Maintenance for 3 Years (U.S. Volvo models)
FREE European Breakdown/Recovery (incl. Hotel, flights home, rental car)
FREE 4 Year Warranty (3 year EU models)
FREE 12 Year Anti Corrosion guarantee
Purchase Price in YOUR Currency and protected against price increases

WHY BUY FROM ROADCRAFT?
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

ROADCRAFT guarantee you the lowest price
ROADCRAFT guarantee the highest level of service
ROADCRAFT deliver to your Military Base
ROADCRAFT have over 30 years experience selling to Military/Diplomats
ROADCRAFT provide 24/7 LIFETIME SUPPORT- Unique in car sales
ROADCRAFT do not believe in pressure selling.
We value and respect our customers!

OVER 20%
savings OFF
Tax-Free prices
www.MilitaryTaxfreeCars.com / ceo@MilitaryTaxFreeCars.com
direct lines: 0031 646855537

The Dutch Caribbean
Composed by CAPT Renée van Pamelen-Hollenberg, RNLN, POLAD Office JFC Brunssum

The Dutch Winter is almost over to the delight of many JFCBS colleagues, since a Dutch winter has
a lot of grey and gloomy days. Not many colleagues know that this is not the case in all parts of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands. The Kingdom of the Netherlands not only consists of the Netherlands,
but also the countries of Aruba, Curacao and Saint Martin. The last three countries are together with the
three special municipalities of Bonaire, Saint Eustatius and Saba, the Caribbean part of the Kingdom,
the six islands of the Dutch Caribbean.

T

he islands, also known as the
Antilles, were discovered at
the end of the 15th Century
by the explorers Columbus and
de Ojeda who were looking out
for new trading opportunities on
behalf of Spain. The Dutch trading
organization,
the
West
India
Company (WIC), seized the islands
from the Spanish in 1634. The islands
became part of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, after the bankruptcy
of the WIC in 1791. In the following
years many flags have flown over
the islands, but they were finally
assigned to the Netherlands in
1816. Though St. Martin is divided
into French and Dutch territory.
The islands were the scene of a dark
Community
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period in Dutch history; slavery. The
original inhabitants of the islands
were of course Indians, but they were
abducted almost immediately by
the Spaniards to work as slaves on
plantations in South America. In the
17th Century, the Spaniards contracted
the WIC to transport thousands of
slaves annually from West Africa
to South America. Curacao hereby
served as a transit port where slaves
were subjected to quality control and
resold. During that time the Netherlands
had a 30% share in the slave trade. A
small number of the slaves were held
on the islands to work on plantations
and in the production of salt. In 1795
there was a slave rebellion in Curacao,
but this rebellion was quickly and

brutally beaten down. The rebels were
executed. But the insurgency led to
some improvement in the situation of
the slaves.
Netherlands abolished slavery in 1863
after more than 200 years. There are
still remnants of that time such as the
slave huts at the salt pans in Bonaire,
barely higher than 2 meters. Moreover,
there are many plantation houses on
Curacao. These are well worth a visit.
Also the centre of
Willemstad on
Curacao with its distinctive colonial
architecture, which is on the UNESCO
World Heritage list, is also from that
time.
The Antilles were indirectly involved
with World War II. Bonaire served as

a prison camp for captured Germans
and Dutch Nazis and the oil refinery
in Curacao worked at top capacity
to produce kerosene for American
bombers. The oil refinery is still
there and processes crude oil from
Venezuela. It is an important part
of the economy of the islands. Salt
production is also an important aspect
of the economy in the Antilles, but
the main source of income today is
tourism.
Due to the lovely climate and beautiful
underwater
marine
environment,
the islands are a delightful holiday
paradise that is frequently visited by
cruise ships.
There is also much to do on the
islands; shopping, viewing historic
sites, enjoying nature and culture and
a lot of water sports including scuba
diving, snorkelling, windsurfing, kite
surfing, sailing and wake-boarding.
Where Curacao is best known for
its beautiful bays, Aruba, Bonaire
and St. Maarten are known for their
superb sandy beaches. In short, the
West Indies are an excellent summer
holiday destination with a broad range
of accommodation options to suit
every budget.

Sources:
www.rijksoverheid.nl
https://nl.wikipedia.org
www.bonairegov.nl
www.bonairecomfortrentals.com
www.flickr.com
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OFFICIAL VOLVO MILITARY/DIPLOMAT SALES AGENT
NATO AIRBASE GEILENKIRCHEN, U.S. ARMY GARRISSON SCHINNEN & JFC BRUNSSUM

- FOR ALL EUROPEAN, US, CANADIAN & UK
NATIONALITIES SERVING NATO
- LEADING TAX-FREE MILITARY AND
DIPLOMATIC VOLVO SUPPLIER
- GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICE
- ALL PAYMENTS DIRECT TO THE
VOLVO FACTORY IN GOTHENBURG,
SWEDEN
- HOME SHIPMENT PROGRAM INCLUDED*
- US, CANADIAN AND EUROPEAN SPECS
SERVICE & MAINTENANCE
- BODY AND PAINT SHOP
- VOLVO DEALER SINCE 1965
*ONLY U.S. & CANADIAN SPECS

38

YEARS

ANIMAL HOTEL ABDISSENBOSCH

The address where your pets feels at home

DAYCARE

New cat-place where your cat can move freely. Roomy outside place, playgrounds,
central heated. Grooming salon, also D-I-Y washsalon for pets.
Opening hours: Mo-Sa 08.00-12.00 and 16.00-19.00
Sundays and holidays closed for bringing in or picking-up.
Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374 AH Landgraaf • Tel +31 (0)45 531 72 17
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English)

IND. RESTAURANT

Original Indian Cuisine · www.tasteofindia.tv

Our Introductory Offer: 3-course

Menu

· Papadam and Salad
· one Chicken, one Lamb dish with Basmati rice
and original Tandoori Naan (bread)
· Dessert (specialty of the house)

20,90 E (34,90 E p.2P.)
Also order all dishes for take-away.
In der Fummer 18 · Selfkant-Tüddern · Fon: 0 24 56 - 508 72 82 · Opening hours: all 7 days from 16 to 22 hrs
ToI_Anzeige_190x136_4c_GB.indd 1

22.07.14 10:13

One of Us
Country
Capital
Location
Land Boundaries
Coastline
Population
Area

Major Maanus Nigul

:Estonia
:Tallinn
:Baltic region – Northern Europe
:657 km
:3,794 km
:1,311,800 (2016 est.)
:Total 45,339 km2, water 4.45%

Geographical regions:
Between 57.3 and 59.5 latitude and 21.5 and 28.1
longitude, Estonia lies on the eastern shores of the
Baltic Sea on the level northwestern part of the
rising East European Platform. It borders the Gulf
of Finland, between Latvia and Russia. Average
elevation reaches only 50 m (164 ft). The climate
is maritime, wet, with moderate winters and cool
summers. Oil shale and limestone deposits, along
with forests which cover 47% of the land, play
key economic roles in this generally resource-poor
country. Estonia boasts over 1,500 lakes, numerous
bogs, and 1,393 kilometers of coastline marked by
numerous bays, straits, and inlets. Tallinn’s Muuga
port offers one of Europe’s finest warm-water harbor
facilities. Estonia’s strategic location has precipitated
many wars that were fought on its territory between
other rival powers at its expense. In 1944, under
Soviet occupation, the Jaanilinn and Petseri regions
were annexed to Russian SFSR territory. The legal
status of these territories has not been fully settled
yet, though neither Estonia or Russia has not any
territorial claims.
Economy:
GDP
: $36.947 billion (2015 est.)
GDP per Capita : $27,729 (2015 est.)
GDP per sector :agriculture 3.7%, industry 30.2%,
services 66.1% (2012 est.)
Budget:
Revenues
Expenses
Currency

: $7.915 billion (2012 est.)
: $8.439 billion (2012 est.)
: Euro (€)

Main Industries: engineering, electronics, wood
and wood products, textiles; information technology,
telecommunications
Exports: $17.38 billion (2012 est.)
machinery and electrical equipment, wood and wood
products, metals, furniture, vehicles and parts, food
products and beverages, textiles, plastics.
Imports: $17.87 billion (2012 est.)
machinery and electrical equipment, mineral fuels,
chemical products, foodstuffs, plastics, textiles.

Estonia
A picture from COM Staff Address 08 Dec 2015 – Major Nigul presented with Commander
JFCBS’ Commendation: Major Maanus Nigul, Mrs Viktoria Nigul and General HansLothar Domröse.

When did you arrive in the Netherlands?
My family and I arrived in the Netherlands in July 2014.

Tell us about your military career?
My military career started at the age of 17 when I joined the Estonian Defense
Forces. In 1997 I completed the infantry NCO squad leader’s course in Estonia and,
in 1998, the infantry platoon leaders course in Denmark. In 2000, after graduating
from the Estonian National Defense College, I was commissioned as an infantry
officer. The following years, up to 2005, I served as platoon leader and company
commander, as well as infantry and force protection instructor, at the Estonian Air
Force Training Center and at Viru Infantry Battalion in the Land Forces. During that
period I also attended several training courses including the Parachute Course and
Anti-Tank Warfare & Weapon Systems Course in Estonia and Finland. In 2005 I
was selected to attend the Air Command and Staff Course at the General Jonas
Žemaitis Military Academy of Lithuania and became an air force staff officer. From
2005 I served at Ämari Airbase, first as an S3/7 staff officer and later as Head
of Base Operations and Training. In that period I completed additional training
courses including several Pre-Deployment Courses and the Special Operations Air
Integration Course. In 2010 I was selected to attend the USA Air Command and
Staff College at the Air University in Alabama. Upon completing my studies in 2011
I was appointed back to Ämari Airbase as Chief of Staff / Base Deputy Commander.
That was my last position before my assignment to JFCBS as a staff officer in the
Joint Assessment Division.

Do you have any experience with other international missions?
Yes, I have participated and served in the military operation in Afghanistan (ISAF)
and in Kosovo (KFOR).

What are your hobbies?
I like to read books about history and do some sport. I like running, cycling and to
play team games e.g. volleyball and soccer. And of course to spend as much time
as possible with my family.

What are your future plans?
My future plans are quite simple – to have an interesting and successful tour at
JFCBS; after the tour, to return to my home country and be ready for challenges
that arise.
Community
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Did you
know

?

Dutch Royal Air Force Band
Performs in Brunssum
Kiwanis’ motto “Serving the Children of the World”
supported by “Made in Holland”

Composed by Ed Frieser
Source and Photo’s Dutch Royal Air Force Band and the website of the Dutch MOD.

Brunssum - Sunday 29 May the Kiwanis Service Club Brunssum successfully invited
the Dutch Royal Air Force Band to perform a Community / Charity Concert in Brunssum at the new, recently opened, Brikke Oave. This great show will last some two and
a half hours from 15.00 – 17.30 hrs.

Chief conductor of the Dutch Royal Air Force Band, Major Jasper Staps.

T

he concert was made possible
through mediation and in close
cooperation with the Joint Force
Command Headquarters’ Public Affairs
Office. All proceeds will benefit the
children projects of Kiwanis to improve
the outdoor playgrounds of Brunssum
peuterspeelzalen (child development
centres) Olleke Bolleke and the
Hummelhoek and a so-called Calisthenic
project in Brunssum under their motto
“Serving the Children of the World”.
At the same time strengthening the
relationship between the international
community, the local community and
their children, the Royal Air Force and
the Kiwanis in particular.
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Made in Holland

The Dutch Royal Air Force Band will come
with their full 48-strong professional band,
plus two soloists - Margriet Sjoerdsma
and Jeroen van den Berg. All musicians
are conservatory-educated. The show
also includes a very modern light-, sound-,
and video led-screen show designed to
enhance your theatrical experience. The
show is called “Made in Holland” with
the best musical arrangements from wellknown Dutch artists, composers and
arrangers. The present chief-conductor,
Major Jasper Staps, who assumed
leadership of the orchestra in 2016, chose
this title which inspired by all the beautiful

things that the Netherlands has to offer.
Songs will be played from Dutch top
performers, Marco Borsato, Bløf, Racoon,
Kane, Armin van Buuren, one of the world
leading Dutch DJs, and Queen. The show
also includes a tribute to the late but still
world famous Dutch “First Lady of Jazz”,
Rita Reys.

The Conductor

The orchestra is led by Major Jasper Staps,
who is a specialist in the field of light
music. He is a professional saxophone
player himself, a well-experienced arranger
and conductor and has directed many
large-scale projects. He has composed
arrangements for top-artists such as

Made in Holland brings the best from Dutch artists.

Trijntje Oosterhuis, Karin Bloemen, Gerard
Joling, Edsillia Rombley, Belle Perez, Guus
Meeuwis and many others. Although these
names may not sound familiar to you in the
international JFC-community in Brunssum
they are famous Dutch national artists
with an enormous international following.
Major Staps is a professor in saxophone
at the Fontys conservatory. He himself
studied saxophone with John Ruocco and
arranging, composing and conducting with
Frank Elsen at the Royal Conservatory. He
completed his musical study cum laude in
1999 with a distinction for professionalism.

Present Composition

Today the Dutch Royal Air Force Band
has its seat at Gilze-Rijen Air Base and
has a broad repertoire that includes pop,
jazz, and film music – essentially, light and
entertaining music that is appreciated by a

large audience. Regularly guest singers join
the band. The band also includes guitar,
keyboards, bass-guitar or double bass
and percussion. It has developed into one
of the best European Military Orchestra’s
that performs a new show each year. The
Orchestra is the centre piece but a little
Combo can also be formed with a pianist,
double bass player and percussionist that
play easy listening music. They often play
background music during receptions,
dinners, and conferences. A Drum Corps
and a Clarinet Quattro for Classical music is
part of the Air Force Band. Todays’ concert
shows are of extreme professional quality;
musicians will entertain the audience full of
humour from the beginning until the end.
The show that will be performed in the
Brikke Oave is a good example of how the
Dutch Royal Air Force, in close cooperation
with local organisations, tries to inspire
local communities with their music. As a
consequence they establish good Public
Relations and strengthen relations with the
communities surrounding their Air Force
bases. And, of course, this “Made in
Holland” show carries the typical signature
of the orchestra and the Dutch Royal Air
Force: young, modern and dynamic!

The Dutch Royal Air Force Band
History

The Dutch Royal Air Force Band is one of
the three Dutch military concert bands.
Shortly following World War II a musical
corps was established from members
of the Forces in district Twente. They
were all war volunteers. In May 1946
the musical corps re-located to the Air
Forces Command in Breda and became
the Musical Corps of the Air Force. In
addition, there was a Tambours Corps of
26 enlisted soldiers, which was added to
the Corps. As a consequence of the many
musical performances this voluntary corps
was officially established in 1951 as a pure
professional orchestra for the Dutch Royal
Air Force with the possibility to grow. In
this same period the Musical Corps of the
Regiment Stoottroepen (Shock troops)
was disbanded. The 30 musicians of this
corps were also included in the Royal Air
Force Band. On 28 November 1951 their
first concert took place in the Rivièra Hall
in Rotterdam. On 1 July 1953 the Air Force
became and independent part of the Dutch
Forces and the Band was renamed the
“Kapel van de Koninklijke Luchtmacht”.
(The Dutch Royal Air Force Band).

The Dutch Royal Air Force Band presents: Made in Holland
Date: Sunday 29 May 2016
Time: 15.00 – 17.30 hrs.
Entrance fee: €17,50, which goes entirely to charity
Tickets: Can be purchased online as of Monday 4 April via
http://www.brikkeoave.nl/agenda/koninklijke-luchtmacht-29-mei-2016/
, or via the ticket office at the Brikke Oave, Lindeplein 7-8 in Brunssum.

Community

Northern Star 23

FAMILY SUPPORT
MORALE & WELFARE

FAMILY SUPPORT

MORALE
&WELFARE

WHEN YOU WORK, WE WORK
WHEN YOU PLAY, WE WORK HARDER
09 APR 2016 SAT

22 APR 2016 FRI

THE DIVERGENT SERIES: ALLEGIANT

TRIPLE 9

Shailene Woodley
Theo James

Casey Afﬂeck
Chiwetel Ejiofor

121 MIN

1600

115 min
23 APR 2016 SAT

09 APR 2016 SAT

HAIL,CAESAR!
Josh Brolin

THE HUNTSMAN:WINTER’S WAR
Chris Hemsworth
Charlize Theron

George Clooney
100 min

1900

--min

14 APR 2016 THU

1600

23 APR 2016 SAT

MAGIC ALL STARS

DIRTY GRANDPA

Jason Michaels
Kevin King

Robert De Niro
Zac Efron

90 min

1900

102 min

LONDEN HAS FALLEN

KEANU

Gerard Butler
Morgan Freeman

Jordan Peele
Keegan-Michael Key
1900

--min

1900

30 APR 2016 SAT

16 APR 2016 SAT

THE JUNGLE BOOK

THE JUNGLE BOOK

Bill Murray
Ben Kingsley

Bill Murray
Ben Kingsley

111 min

1600

111 min

1600

30 APR 2016 SAT

16 APR 2016 SAT

BARBERSHOP: THE NEXT CUT

THE HUNTSMAN:WINTER’S WAR

Ice Cube
Cedric the Entertainer

Chris Hemsworth
Charlize Theron

--min
Community

1900

29 APR 2016 FRI

15 APR 2016 FRI

99 min

1900

Northern Star 24

1900

--min

1900

Museumnacht
Maastricht

T

he very first Museumnacht Maastricht!
15 APRIL | 1 NIGHT | 10 ART VENUES
| 14,000 M² OF ART | 110 ARTISTS | 95
PERFORMANCES | 1 AFTER-PARTY
Exciting
art.
Unexpected
encounters.
Performances.
New
locations.
Workshops.
Storytelling. Mini tours. Sneak previews. Drinks.
Beats. From 20h till midnight, Museumnacht
(Museum Night) Maastricht will showcase the city’s
cultural capital at ten unique cult spots. With a
clearly set-out programme booklet and the hop-onhop-off bus service, no one need to miss a thing.
If your thirst for culture hasn’t been quenched by
midnight, then come to the after-party in Ipanema
(Bonnefantenmuseum) that goes on until 3h.

ART VENUES
DOMINICANEN BOOKSTORE
BONNEFANTENMUSEUM
BUREAU EUROPA
B32
CENTRE CÉRAMIQUE
NATUURHISTORISCH MUSEUM
DRUKKUNSTMUSEUM
MARRES
MUSEUM AAN HET VRIJTHOF
VAN EYCK

TICKETS
€10.00 (+afterparty €12.50)
students €7.50 (+ afterparty €10.00)
This is a seriously good price! Normally to get into
the Bonnefanten Museum for example you would
already have to pay € 10,- if you order your ticket
online! They have a great exhibition going on
Grayson Perry. The museum aan het Vrijthof is also
worth going to. They have a controversial exhibition
Pure by les Deux Garcons. You probably won’t see
all 10 in one night, but planning a route through
town combined with a drink in one of the cafés in
Maastricht is bound to be worth it! All museums
open from 20.00 till 24.00 hrs. Afterparty at Ipanema
from 24.00 till 03.00 hrs.

PRESALE
Tickets for Museumnacht Maastricht and the
after-party are available online on the website
museumnachtmaastricht.nl and at the following
locations:
Bonnefantenmuseum,Avenue Céramique 250
Centre Céramique, Avenue Céramique 50
Dominicanen Bookstore, Dominicanerkerkstraat 1
Museum aan het Vrijthof, Vrijthof 18
Community
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Win Tickets for

Museumnacht Maastricht
• We have 6 tickets for Museumnacht Maastricht
• In order to win the tickets, please do the following:
send an e-mail to pao@jfcbs.nato.int
The 1st three to mail wil recieve free tickets for Museumnacht Maastricht
• For NATO ID card holders only
• The winners will receive an answer by mail and will be announced in the next
edition of the Northern Star

Winners
From Salvador to Dalí
The Northern Star congratulates the
lucky winners of the last contest.
Tickets won by:
Ian Mullaney – BIM Office
Jesus Lanza – OPS J3

Division:
Full name:

Extension:

Film Review

The Divergent
Series: Allegiant
Community
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After dismantling the faction system
and unseating Kate Winslet’s tyrannical
Jeanine, Tris (Woodley) and Four (James)
set out to discover what lies beyond the
city’s walls. Meanwhile new leader Evelyn
(Watts) is clamping down on the populace
and publicly executing her opponents.
With a future society seemingly based
around Cosmo personality quizzes
(Shailene Woodley: mainly Cs) and made
up of people with no surnames, Divergent
didn’t begin with the most lucid of
premises. Unhelpfully, follow-up Insurgent
muddied the narrative further with a secret
box, a hidden message and the revelation
that ‘Divergents’ are normal, after all.
Instead of bringing much-needed clarity,
Allegiant piles on yet more bamboozling
mythology to flummox and confound.
Beyond the city walls, in a compound
made of glass and white LEGO, lives the
Bureau Of Genetic Welfare, overseen by
Jeff Daniels’ smirking David. Ensconced
in a tower (complete with double-helix
staircase — subtlety, be damned!), David
watches over the social experiment in
Chicago, trying to weed the genetically

pure from the chromosomally challenged.
A eugenics überplot isn’t the daftest
tack, but the pieces don’t fit together and
Allegiant falls into the hole occupied by so
many young-adult sci-fi yarns, escalating
the conflict at the expense of logic, its
own rules, and good sense. What’s worse
is that Shailene Woodley’s Tris, who so
gamely carried us to this point, is left all
but forgotten. The former guerrilla fighter
is relegated to bovine acquiescence for
much of the film, with Theo James’ Four
left to unravel the bulk of the conspiracy
alone.
As is now the fashion with YA adaptations,
Allegiant is but the first half of the finale —
its conclusion, Ascendant, won’t surface
until next year — and the plot-fudging is
partly a result of this. But while there’s still
time for the story to right itself, mired as it
is in gene wars and amnesia gas, it’s hard
to summon much energy for the struggle
to come.

We focus on cars.

EMPLOYEE
DISCOUNT

The Volkswagen & Audi specialists in the Tri-Border region.

Bonaire Offer

For NATO staff we can offer a nice promotion in Bonaire.
From April to November NATO employees can receive a
10% discount on stays booked through Bonaire Holiday
Rentals.
To give an example:
A two-person cottage at a resort located in a tropical
garden with a shared pool, 1 bedroom, 1 bathroom,
normally $ 875 per week, now $ 788 per week. Or a
four-person apartment with a shared pool located right
on the promenade with direct access to the beach, 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, normally $ 1250 per week,
now $ 1,125 per week. Or an eight-person villa situated
near the ocean with a natural pool, 4 bedrooms, 2.5
bathrooms, normally $ 2500 per week, now $ 2,250 per
week
Contact
Bonaire
Comfort
Rentals
through
BonaireComfortRental.ShortTerm@gmail.com

g partner
We are also your stron
for commercial vehicles.

Your Jacobs cars sales team looks forward to your vist:
f.l.t.r. Achim Käﬀerlein, Alfred Deﬀur, Martin Deﬀur, Gerd Caron, Andreas Nolte, Lothar Herfs,
Marcel Oellers, Michael Wittwer, Carsten Schaps, Markus Weber, Michael Marx

Things to see or do on Bonaire:
Salt flats with Flamingos and historical slave huts;
Divers Paradise Bonaire Marine Park;
Water sports such as windsurfing, kite surfing, and
wake-boarding;
National Park Washington Slagbaai with a large variety
of tropical birds;
Cave and rock drawings of the original inhabitants, the
Caiquetio Indians.
Languages on Bonaire:
Papiamento (a creole language based on Portuguese
with many Dutch, English, French and Spanish
influences), Spanish, Dutch and English.

Audi Zentrum Aachen
Jacobs Automobile GmbH & Co. KG, Zwnl. Geilenkirchen DE
Landstraße 48+50, 52511 Geilenkirchen DE
Tel. +49 (0)2451 - 98 700, www.jacobs-automobile.com

+ + + www.jacobs-gruppe.de + + +

graphic design

Currency on Bonaire:
USD

magazines

How to get to Bonaire:
There are direct flights from Newark, Atlanta and
Houston in the US;
Direct flights from Amsterdam operate daily;
There are several flights daily from Curacao.
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Is your website getting old?

We already went fishing once!

FISH WEEKS
DELICIOUS AND HEALTHY!
Daily large selection of fish specialties!
From April 1 at Haus Hamacher! (No April 1 joke!)

we are there for you 7 days a week!
Tel: 0049-2454-1414 www.Haus-Hamacher.de f

52538 Gangelt
Am Freibad 10

Brand new websites at brand new prices
Contact Rob and get a free offer

t’ Swarte Schaap
Sint Franciscusweg 36-3
6417BD Heerle
+31 (0)45-571 61 16
info@tswarteschaap.nl
www.tswarteschaap.nl

