M AGA Z I N E

F O R

i

H Q

J F C

B R U N S S U M

w w w. j f c b s . n a t o . i n t

f

-

J U N E

2 016

w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / j f c b s

HQ AIRCOM EXHIBITS WHY 4TH MAY IS A
ALLIED MISSILE
NATIONAL HOLIDAY
DEFENCE CAPABILITIES IN LATVIA

CROATIAN
BEST SOLDIER
COMPETITION 2016

Eurohandel

40.000 m2 showgarden

s voor uw tuin
e
l
l
a

Loveseat

Ligbed Milaan
Ofﬁcial dealer

375,295,-

309,279,-

3615,995,495,Big Green Egg XL
compleet met werktafel

Loungeset Palermo
Parasol zwart of beige
Ø 3,75 m. Incl. Lamp

650,-

3411,2327,Teak white wash tafel 100x260 cm
met 8 Milaan stoelen

1995,1635,Loungeset comfort Milaan

Geldig tot 31 juli 2016 Drukfouten en prijzen onder voorbehoud

www.eurohandelsonderneming.nl - info@eurohandelsonderneming.nl - Navigatie “huisbergerstraat” ingeven - Ma t/m Vrij 9-18, Za 9-16 uur - Rennemigerveldweg 70 a Heerlen 045 572 97 10

ABOUT THE COVER
Albanian Snipers during Exercise Brilliant
Jump 2016 in Zagan, Poland.
The Brilliant Jump 16 Deployed Exercise
took place between 17 and 27 May and was
the third in a series of four linked exercises to be conducted in Poland this year. The
exercise series is purposely designed to demonstrate that the concept behind NATO’s
Readiness Action Plan (RAP) is fast becoming reality.
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COMMAND GROUP CORNER
by: General Salvatore Farina

S

till in my first 100 days in
Command it is probably feasible to call this a First Impression Report rather than
an entire assessment.
On 04 March I took command of a
Headquarters which was in full motion
and which could not even reduce its
operational tempo if it wanted to - we
are the NATO Operational Command for
Resolute Support, we are in the middle of
our NRF- Stand-By and we are proactively
ensuring our Alliance’s safety and integrity
by focusing on the right measures and plans
to face current threats.
During my first weeks I tried to see as
much as I could and meet as many key
players personally as was possible. I know
that this challenged you – my staff - with
off-site duty tours and short notice tasks.
But face to face engagement and ground
truth are fundamental - and I want to build
my direction and guidance on this solid
foundation. So I have to take and at the
same time give this burden to you.
During my trip to Afghanistan and my still
uncompleted tour to our allies and partners
in the East and North-East I could see the
results of the work and efforts with which
you contributed to meet the challenges of
these days. And I could experience that the
Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum is
a trusted stakeholder and highly demanded
competence in the NATO Command
Structure. My special thanks to my
predecessor and my highest appreciation
to the many achievements so far – to your
achievements. You have done great things!
Although our Headquarters does not
have the chance to be trained as Training
Audience during a Major Exercise in 2016
we have been and are still challenged by an
ambitious Exercise cluster. This includes
the certification of the Multinational Corps
North East to command and control its
assigned NATO Force Integration Units
and will prove the Very High Readiness

Joint Task Force (Land) to be operational,
trained, deployable and usable. These are
important deliverables for the upcoming
Warsaw Summit in July.
No matter which guidance the Heads of
States will deliver, JFCBS will be ready and
a reliable operational element to succeed
in today’s and tomorrow’s challenges.
Anytime and anywhere.
In order to take this role seriously we
cannot afford to rest. We have to keep
mobile, learn, train, exercise, experience,
improve, invent… and maintain!
A significant number of personnel will
rotate during this summer. We will miss
the experience of those who will return to
their home countries or face new challenges
in other appointments. We will receive and
welcome new members and will integrate
them and share the knowledge and
expertise of those who remain. Our internal
staff training event Bold Bonus II will be the
right option at the right time to focus on our
internal processes and procedures to keep
our capabilities on the level of ambition we
have: fully operational!
This will be necessary to be prepared for
Exercise Trident Javelin 17. In striving to
keep pace with developments in the world’s
security architecture NATO adapts the
Exercise Landscape. So Trident Javelin
in 2017 will be a complex multi-layer
Command Post Exercise which will include
warfighting on NATO territory and Hybrid
challenges. To maximize value this will
require commitments not only by the NATO
Command Structure and NATO Force
Structure but also from the governments
and governmental institutions of the
potential Host Nations. And it will drive
us to think, plan and train on the field of
our initial and original purpose: collective
defense!
We will continue to develop new Graduated
Response Plans to defend NATO countries

from any potential aggression and keep
refining the existing ones.
We will also continue to develop and
intensify the relationships and friendships
within our Northern Family and have the
ambition to be the driving and enabling
element. We will conduct the 3rd Northern
Headquarters Conference in Norway
in November this year. This is a special
opportunity to synchronize efforts and
share our common understanding with
the Eastern and Northern member - and
partner -countries.
In parallel we are in the process of
strengthening the relationship to our
sister-command in the South. We all will
benefit from an even closer and more
harmonized cooperation of the two Joint
Force Commands.
For all these current and upcoming
challenges we need to stay committed, to
stay together; we need to synergize our
efforts. We need each member of the team,
we need all of you: on board, in the air and
on the ground, in the fields – and at your
desk!
Sometimes peace seems hard to maintain,
but we should not spare any effort to do so!
We don’t do this for ourselves; we do it for
our loved ones, for the great values of our
Alliance.
In the period from June to August most of
us will take the opportunity to seek a break
and spend more time with our families, to
travel back home or far away - to recover
and to rebalance. I wish you a great
summer, nice vacations and safe travels.
To conclude, I am convinced that we started
on a very good course; we managed to keep
motion and direction. I feel privileged and I
am proud to be your Commander.
Let’s keep on achieving “more together”!
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HQ AIRCOM EXHIBITS ALLIED MISSILE
DEFENCE CAPABILITIES
Story by HQ AIRCOM Public Affairs

NATO Missile Defence Systems static display at HQ AIRCOM. 10th Army Air and Missile Defence Command PATRIOT firing unit and French Air
Force SAMP/T firing unit. Photo: Cynthia Vernat, HQ AIRCOM PAO.

F

rench Air Force SAMP/T
and US Army PATRIOT
missile units were set up at
Allied Air Command Ramstein on 27 April in static display in
the margins of a US-led Air and Missile Defense exercise and NATO’s
Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) exercise Steadfast Alliance, which were
held at HQ AIRCOM and other NATO
entities and commands.
The US Army PATRIOT firing unit consisted of three vehicles carrying the engagement control, a radar and the actual launcher. The unit was provided by 10th Army Air
and Missile Defence Command stationed at
Baumholder some 40 km away from Ramstein. The French Air Force SAMP/T medi-

um range firing unit deployed the same setup of three trucks with the unit modules.
It is based at the French Saint Dizier base
near Nancy (more details can be found at).
The firing units were deployed with a crew
of 6-7 operators each.
While the long-range, all-altitude, allweather PATRIOT air defence system relies
on a static radar with a coverage of 120°,
the medium range SAMP/T system exploits
a rotary radar that allows tracking and engaging high-speed threats with a coverage
of 360°. More details about the systems
can be found at http://www.army-technology.com/projects/patriot/ or http://www.
army-technology.com/projects/aster-30/.
Both units are possible national contributions to NATO’s BMD efforts. BMD is a sys-

tem of systems including national sensors
and weapon systems connected to NATO’s
command and control system.
Allied Command Operations and HQ AIRCOM are at the front line of NATO BMD.
HQ AIRCOM is bringing to bear new Air
Command and Control systems to run all
operational and tactical parts.
More to follow on NATO’s exercise Steadfast Alliance which is focused on assessing
the Alliance’s entire BMD structure, including planning and decision-making processes at various levels.
Please scan the qr-code on this page to find
more photos at the HQ AIRCOM Flickr account.

AUGMENTING BALTIC AIR POLICING
NATIONS HAND OVER RESPONSIBILITY
Story by HQ AIRCOM Public Affairs

O

n April 28, 2016 Belgium
officially handed over
its augmenting role in
NATO’s Baltic Air Policing
(BAP) mission to the United Kingdom during a ceremony at Ämari Air
Base, Estonia. The Belgian Air Force
has effectively completed the sixth
deployment of their F-16 fighters under NATO BAP. They were the first to
start this NATO mission back in April
2004.
“Our deployment here has been very successful,” said the Belgian detachment Commander Major Laurent David. “Deployed to
this strategic position at the north eastern
edge of NATO airspace we have executed a
lot of live and training missions. These have
enabled all my detachment staff to gain valuable experience. The Estonians have been
wonderful hosts, who were most cooperative; their support immensely contributed
to our mission success.”

Four Royal Air Force (RAF) Eurofighter
Typhoon aircraft flew into Ämari Air Base
to take over the augmenting role from the
Belgian jets. This is the fourth time the
United Kingdom has provided assets to the
BAP effort. RAF jets were the third NATO
nation to execute the BAP from October
2004 to January 2005 and they supported
the mission as an augmenting nation in
2014 and 2015.
“We are delighted to be here at Ämari to
secure NATO skies in Europe’s east,” said
Wing Commander Gordon Melville, Commanding Officer of 140 Expeditionary Air
Wing, the RAF detachment. “We are looking forward to working with our fantastic
Estonian hosts to make sure we have the
best possible chance of achieving all of our
operational and training aims.” About 150
RAF pilots, maintenance crews, support
staff and controllers will be stationed at
Ämari with their jets until the end of August.

NATO’s Baltic Air Policing started in April
2004 and has been executed continuously
ever since. So far, 17 NATO nations have
participated in this mission, which is overseen by Allied Air Command at Ramstein,
Germany. Under the peacetime task of Air
Policing, NATO jets may be launched in
response to military and civilian aircraft
that approach NATO member countries
airspace or do not fly in compliance with
international civilian aviation regulations.
“Our Air Policing mission above the Baltic
States illustrates the ability of the Alliance
to share and pool existing capabilities,”
said Air Commodore Jayne Millington, HQ
AIRCOM Deputy Chief of Staff for Support.
“We take our responsibility very seriously
and NATO is committed to ensuring safety
of Allies’ airspace. The Alliance has an appropriate and adequate capability to ensure
a single standard of security within all Allies’ airspace.”

Handover of the augmenting Nations for NATO’s Baltic Air Policing mission at Ämari Air Base, Estonia - two jets provide the backdrop for
the ceremony of Belgian and British Royal Air Force detachments. Photo: Cynthia Vernat, HQ AIRCOM PAO
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PORTUGAL ASSUMES LEAD OVER
BALTIC AIR POLICING AT ŠIAULIAI
Story by HQ AIRCOM Public Affairs

O

terring further destabilization of the international order and security in the Eastern
flank of the Alliance.

The Lithuanian Air Force Air Base at
Šiauliai has been NATO’s main BAP base
since the mission started in April 2004.
Seventeen Allies have since taken turns in
deploying their interceptor jets to the base
on four-month rotations. They all enjoy
the support by the host nation, Lithuania,
which serves as a foundation for successful
mission accomplishment.

“When we took over the NATO mission
from the Hungarians here last January, we
did so with the determination of completing
the mission in the most efficient manner,”
said Lieutenant Colonel Juan Antonio Ballesta Miñarro, Commander of the Spanish
BAP detachment, in charge of approximately 130 air and ground crew operating four
Spanish Eurofighter jets. “Time has proven
us right as we have successfully completed
100% of our tasked missions,” he added.
“We have had the chance to train with Lithuanian, Latvian and Estonian controllers
at CRC Karmelava further improving our
operational readiness and performance.
Surely, none of all this would have happened without the untiring outstanding support provided by our Host Nation, Lithuania.”

n May 4 2016 Portugal officially received the key to
Baltic airspace and became the lead nation for NATO’s 41st Baltic Air Policing (BAP) rotation, ensuring safe and secure skies
above Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.
In a ceremony at Šiauliai Air Base,
Lithuania, attended by high-ranking
civilian and political representatives,
the BAP lead role solemnly passed
from the Spanish Air Force to the
Portuguese Air Force.

The Lithuanian Vice Minister of National
Defence, Mr. Marijus Velička bade farewell
to the Spanish and welcomed the Portuguese detachment saying “I cannot but observe that two most Southwest Allies, Spain
and Portugal, are today taking shifts of this
NATO peacetime mission, in the Northeast
corner of the Alliance. This is a perfect
example of a 360 degree collective security application in practice.” He added that
NATO adaptation and assurance measures
are and will be making the difference, de-
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Spain effectively executed their second BAP
deployment as lead nation in Siauliai after
2006; in early 2015, Spanish Eurofighter
jets also augmented the 37th BAP rotation.

An interesting four months lie ahead of the
Portuguese Air Force detachment of approximately 90 military personnel and four
F-16 fighter jets at Šiauliai. Portugal takes
off for the third time as the BAP lead nation
after 2007 and 2015.
“Portugal is proud and honored to be lea-

ding, one more time, this important mission here in the Baltic Region,” said Lieutenant Colonel Francisco “Seeker” Dionísio,
who had been the Portuguese BAP lead detachment commander at Šiauliai from September to December 2014. “My team is fully committed, working hard and investing
all their knowledge, effort and experience
in order to produce a very successful mission the only way we know – professionally
and effectively.”
Starting on May 5, Combined Air Operations Centre Uedem, Germany, took control the Portuguese F-16 fighters and the
augmenting Royal Air Force Typhoon Eurofighter jets out of Ämari, Estonia, when
launched for BAP sorties. When required,
the NATO jets will identify and intercept
aircraft in Baltic airspace not flying in compliance with international civilian aviation
rules, potentially causing a risk to other
air traffic. Allied Air Command, with headquarters at Ramstein, Germany, oversees
NATO’s peacetime BAP mission, ensuring
the same standard of airspace security
across Allied airspace.
The ceremony concluded with a two ship
overflight of a Spanish Eurofighter Typhoon and a Portuguese F-16 in a cloudless
blue sky over Šiauliai Air Base.
For pictures from the event, please scan the
qr-code on this page.

Spanish Air Force detachment hand over the lead for NATO Baltic Air Policing to the Portuguese Air Force.
Photo by Cynthia Vernat, HQ AIRCOM PAO

DANES SUPPORT AS PART OF NATO’S
COUNTER PIRACY OPERATION OCEAN SHIELD
Story by HQ MARCOM Public Affairs, Photo by Nigel Musgrove

S

EYCHELLES – Flying low
over the waters near Somalia, Danish crews hunt for
indicators of illegal activities across a wide stretch of ocean
near the east African coast.
While pirate attacks have been few in the
last couple of years, the conditions which
lead to piracy are still present and, as such,
interested nations must remain vigilant.
The Danish detachment is participating
as part of a NATO effort that has been ongoing since 2008 to deter and disrupt pirate
attacks while, at the same time, protecting
vessels and helping increase stability and
security in the region.
A small team of about 20 Royal Danish Air
Force officers and enlisted men operate a
CL-604 Challenger aircraft out of an airport
in the Seychelles. The aircraft is equipped to
conduct maritime surveillance operations
and is often used in Denmark to conduct

surveillance of fishery zones off Greenland
and watch for environmental pollution.
The crew flies along the coast of Somalia,
verifying shipping activity, distinguishing
legitimate maritime traffic from suspected
pirate vessels and not least identifying probable pirate activities off the coastline of
Somalia.
“NATO has this time been focusing on the
coast of Somalia and so far no pirate activity has been identified” said Major Bjørn
Møller, the detachment Commander. “Even
though the crews are used to conduct similar operations in Denmark this is something else to be part of an alliance that, working together, protect the shipping industry
and not least protect the men and women
working aboard the ships in the ocean off
of Somalia.”
As an Alliance member, the Danes bring
this capability to support the internatio-

nal effort to combat piracy off the Horn of
Africa. Since early on in Operation Ocean
Shield, Denmark has contributed multiple naval vessels and surveillance aircraft
to the NATO effort for different periods of
time. Denmark’s efforts are part of the larger collaborative response including NATO
members and partners from all across the
region. These efforts are commanded from
the Allied Maritime Command Headquarters in Northwood, UK.
NATO Maritime Command maintains an
active interest in all aspects of maritime security. In addition to active efforts in East
Africa, NATO Maritime Command also
operates the NATO Shipping Centre (NSC)
in the United Kingdom which provides generic advice on the piracy threat to ship owners as well as guidance on best-practices.
The NSC is frequently contacted by Masters
and shipping companies who sail throughout the region.
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VISITS AND ACTIVITIES
Prepared by Adjudant Edwin Tromp

JFC Brunssum Hosts Russian Speaking Minorities
in the Three Baltic States Conference
Allied Joint force Command Brunssum hosted a “Russian Speaking
Minorities in the Three Baltic States
Conference”, in Brunssum, the Netherlands.

the need for holistic solutions and
robust situational awareness in order
to be effective, stating: “ we need to
be well informed in advance not to be
surprised”.

JFC Brunssum’s Deputy Chief of Staff
(Operations), Major General Scott
Smith, took a central role in enabling
an information exchange between
Brunssum’s NATO HQs personnel and
a panel of high-level civilian and military Baltic specialists. The objective
was to promote enhanced understanding of the situation and concerns of
Russian minorities inhabiting NATO’s
northern flank.

Amongst a number of distinguished
speakers, Colonel Laura Potter of US
Army Europe, underlined Russia’s
transparent intent to protect the 22
million Russian speaking people
living on the near abroad of Russian
territory.

General Farina, JFC Brunssum
Commander, welcomed visitors and
introduced the briefing program. In
his remarks the General underlined

As an introduction to a series of related conferences the “Russian speaking
minorities in the 3 Baltic States
Conference” allowed staff members
to have a precise overview on Russia’s
potential involvement among the Russian speaking minorities.

Commander Joint Force Command Brunssum visits Polish Chief
of the General Staff
Warsaw – The Commander Joint
Force Command Brunssum, General Salvatore FARINA, completed a
successful visit to Poland where he
met with the Chief of the General
Staff of the Polish Armed Forces,
General Mieczysław GOCUL, and the
Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of National Defence. Mr. Tomasz
Szatkowski.
Whilst there, General FARINA discussed a number of topics primarily
concerning the current security threat,
Polish expectations connected with
the forthcoming Warsaw Summit in
July and the NATO Force Integration
Unit (NFIU) based in Poland.
Upon completion of the official
discussions, the NFIU Base Support

25 APR 2016

Arrangement between the Minister of
National Defence of the Republic of
Poland and the Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe was signed
by General GOCUL and General FARINA, on behalf of the Polish Minister
of National Defence and the Supreme
Allied Commander Europe, respectively. The document provides a legal
basis from which to operate a NFIU
within Polish territory and establishes
regulations regarding base support to
the Bydgoszcz-based unit.
The Polish NFIU was officially inaugurated on 20 April and is going to
participate in the upcoming exercise
BRILLIANT JUMP 2016 from 17 to
27 May, providing support to the
elements of the Very High Readiness
Joint Task Force (VJTF) which are
going to be deployed in Poland.

28 APR 2016

April 2016/May 2016

28 APR 2016

Turkish Army War College visits Brunssum’s HQs
Today, for the first time on record, a
delegation of junior officers from the
Turkish Army War College visited Allied Joint force Command Brunssum.
During the opening address, instructors and students, totalling 36 in number, were welcomed to JFC Brunssum
by the Deputy Commander, Lieutenant-General Fernando Alejandre,
who provided an insight to NATO’s
political and military structures and
stressed Turkey’s strategic relevance
to NATO in terms of its location;
bordering Russia by sea, and central
Europe and the Middle East by land.

9 MAY 2016

Lieutenant-General Alejandre concluded his address by praising the Turkish army contribution to the overall
NATO effort, highlighting the fact
that from the Balkans to Afghanistan,
Turkish troops were contributing to
the peace effort.
The delegation of young officers then
received a series of briefings covering
NATO and the specific roles performed by the Headquarters; in particular, the Readiness Action Plan, the
NATO Response Force and regional
focus.

Commander JFC Brunssum Visits Estonia
Commander Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum, General Salvatore
Farina, completed a successful visit
to the Estonian Ministry of Defence
5th and 6th May; his first official visit
to Estonia in this capacity. The purpose of the trip was to meet with the
Estonian Chief of Defence, Lieutenant
General Riho Terras, to discuss the
Estonian security situation.   
General Farina praised the Estonian
Defence Forces (EDF) for their part
in contributing to NATO’s Readiness
Action Plan and applauded the close
cooperation that has been established
between the EDF and JFC Brunssum which has led to the delivery
of a number of capabilities agreed
at the Wales Summit, in 2014. In
discussion, Lieutenant General Terras provided details of current EDF
plans and exercises in relation to the
current threat environment, stressing
the relevance of the presence of NATO
troops in Estonia.
The NATO Force Integration Unit
(NFIU) recently established in Tallinn, and its important role, was also
one of the topics discussed with the

Estonian Chief of Defence on the
occasion of the signing of the NFIU
Base Support Arrangement between
the EDF and Supreme Headquarters
Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE). This
document was signed by Lieutenant
General Terras on behalf of the EDF
and General Farina on behalf of the
Supreme Allied Commander Europe.
The agreement provides a legal basis
upon which to operate a NFIU within
Estonian territory and establishes
regulations regarding the provision
of base support to the Tallinn-based
unit.  
The Estonian NFIU was inaugurated
in June 2015 and activated in September of the same year. Since then it
has provided support to NATO forces
deployed to Estonia. The NFIU’s
primary responsibility is to facilitate
the rapid deployment of the Very High
Readiness Joint Task Force (VJTF).
Summarising his visit, General Farina
stated that Estonia is a very important
NATO ally whose Defence Forces are
extremely well organised and capable.
Their commitment to homeland security is tangible and a strong link exists
between the EDF to the Estonian
population.
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18 MAY 2016

Szczecin Witnesses Massive Arrival of Vehicles and Troops
for Brilliant Jump 2016
Szczecin - The arrival of troops and
vehicles of the Spanish Brigade
‘Galicia’ today in the Polish seaport of
Szczecin marked the ‘tangible’ start
of the deployment phase of exercise
Brilliant Jump 2016, planned by
Headquarters Allied Joint force Command Brunssum (JFCBS) in order to
test the readiness and capability of the
VJTF Spearhead.
Huge unloading operations from a
merchant ship were carried out since
the early morning in order to line up
about 400 military vehicles in the
main seaport hub of Poland.
Major General Hans van Griensven,
Deputy Chief of Staff for Plans JFCBS,
took part in the event on behalf of the
Commander, General Salvatore Farina. ‘This exercise, the most important
for NATO in this semester preceding
the Summit in Warsaw, will demonstrate a capable Very High Readiness
Joint Task Force, which will deploy
its land component within a few days’
timeframe to Poland’, he highlighted
to several media who witnessed the
unloading operations.
More troops along with vehicles and
equipment for the Spanish 7th Light
Infantry Brigade ‘Galicia’ as well as
for the British and Albanian units
taking part in Brilliant Jump 2016 are
planned to be transferred not only by
sea but also by air, using the Wroclaw

airport, and via land, across the Polish
borders. All troops and personnel deploying for Brilliant Jump 2016 at the
end summing up to 2,500, will finally
gather in the Zagan training area.
‘This huge deployment - said Major
General van Griensven - is possible
with the crucial support provided
by Multinational Corps Northeast,
based here in Szczecin and the new
NATO Force Integration Unit, based
in Bydgoszcz, both strongly linked
to Poland as the nation hosting this
NATO exercise.’
The forces deploying to Poland today
and in the next few days are part of
an enhanced NATO Response Force,
which has ‘an increased capability
and responsiveness in protecting the
Eastern flank of the Alliance, as per
the Readiness Action Plan agreed in
the 2014 NATO Summit in Wales’.
‘Brilliant Jump – the General concluded - will clearly demonstrate the
concrete capability and readiness of
the VJTF Units, as well as represent
the strong solidarity among NATO
member States’.
Convoys with vehicles will be leaving
from Szczecin seaport towards Zagan
for the next three days.

Headquarters Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum major activities are depicted along five lines of effort within the Brunssum Campaign
Plan. Each of these activities requires an ambitious level of attention and effort. Beside routine staff work we plan and conduct special activities in the form of visits and training, as well as, social events on a regular basis. We would like to provide you an overview of those activities.

SCANEAGLE UNMANNED AERIAL VEHICLES
ENHANCE INTELLIGENCE CAPABILITY FOR
AFGHANISTAN
Story by Lieutenant Charity Edgar, Resolute Support Headquarters

H

ELMAND, Afghanistan
— The inaugural launch
of a ScanEagle unmanned aerial vehicle in
Helmand, Afghanistan, marked the
introduction of a new intelligence gathering capability for the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces.

Major Jason White, deputy ScanEagle advisor, ISR Capabilities Integration Cell,
Combined Security Transition CommandAfghanistan. “Before this technology, they
relied on human and signals intelligence.
The ScanEagle systems considerably increase their intelligence collection and reconnaissance ability.

The Helmand ScanEagle site is the first of
eight in Afghanistan that will be operational in the next two and a half years.

“The Afghan National Army is now able to
see enemy movements and can visualize
enemy tactics,” added White, who hails
from San Diego, California. “This technology helps them better prepare their
troops.”

“The ScanEagle systems provide the Afghan
National Army with an airborne ISR [intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance]
capability, so they can see the battlefield
from a different perspective,” said US Army

Another ScanEagle system became operational this month at the training centre in

Mazar-e Sharif, where classroom training
for future ScanEagle operators is conducted.
Members of the Afghan National Army led
construction at both sites. The 215th Engineering Kandak built the Helmand site
whilst, in Mazar-e Sharif, the 209th Engineering Kandak renovated the classroom
as the Afghan National Army Engineering
School constructed the launch and recovery site.
“The Afghan National Army was critical in
building the ScanEagle facilities,” said US
Army Colonel Thomas J. Tickner (Director, CSTC-A Combined Joint-Engineers) of
Wayne, Pennsylvania. “The engineering
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kandaks immediately stepped up to help
their fellow soldiers by providing the necessary skills and materials to construct
the sites.”
“While coalition field service representatives are augmenting ScanEagle operations now, the Afghan National Army is
expected to take over after the last class of
initial trainees complete their schooling in
May 2018,” said US Air Force Major Erin
Tedesco, a Tampa, Florida native, who
serves as lead ScanEagle advisor.
Six months later, when the first class of
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Afghan National Army ScanEagle instructors complete their educational requirements, both training and operations will
be completely manned by the Afghan National Army, added Tedesco.
Afghan National Army 1st Lieutenant
Sohrab Hakimi, of Faryab Province, attended a month-long training on ScanEagle in the United States in order to work
with the systems.
“We learned how to be a mission commander and how to use the data from the ScanEagle systems,” said Hakimi. “We studied

how to work with the pilots, and trained on
how to coordinate missions with air traffic controllers since we are responsible for
tower clearance.”
While only operating on the system for just
over one week, Hakimi said that he has already seen benefits from implementation
of the new surveillance system.
“This technology is important for the Afghan National Army so we can better support troops on the ground,” said Hakimi.
White and the ScanEagle field service representatives coordinate the area for sur-

veillance with the mission commanders,
including Hakimi, who work closely with
the Afghan National Army intelligence cell.

lity. For night-time operations, there is an
infrared camera that is very sensitive to
movement and heat.

“Then we plan our flight route, clear the
airspace and figure out logistics,” said
White, adding that logistics included the timing of the mission and the amount of fuel
needed in order to maximize flight efficiency. “ScanEagle is based on an autopilot
system, so we program where it flies, and
we can manually make edits if necessary.”
White said the systems consist of two operational cameras; a daytime electro-optic
camera with high-definition zoom capabi-

“The enemy also has a lot of activity at
night and now we can see their movements,” said Afghan National Army Captain Torab Ajiz, of Laghman Province,
another mission commander.
“After reviewing ScanEagle data we can
plan a mission,” said Ajiz. “Then we are
ready for our job and can take on the enemy.”
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CROATIAN BEST SOLDIER
COMPETITION 2016
Story by Warrant Officer (WO) Anthony McCabe, GBR RAF, Joint Force Command Brunssum

WO McCabe congratulates SSgt Horton at the finish.

I

was fortunate to represent the
Joint Force Command (JFC)
Brunssum Command Senior
Enlisted Leader (CSEL) and to
support our competitor at the recent
Croatian Best Soldier Competition
(CBSC16). This is a multi-disciplined,
military endurance event hosted by
the Croatian Military each year. The
first 3 years were just ran on national
lines, but the past 2 years have seen
increasing attendance and competition as a multi-national event. Indeed,
with 37 of the 145 competitors being
non-Croatian from 15 countries, the
overall 3rd place came from that 25%
in the form of RSM Lionel Melinard,
FRA Army from another ACO Unit,
JFC Naples. JFC Brunssum was represented by Staff Sergeant (SSgt)
Denny Horton of the USA Army. Denny also performed very well coming
in a very credible 9th of the 37 international elite athletes, particularly so as
some other nations allow their military athletes to totally dedicate themselves to this event for many months.
The conditions were unseasonably poor,
with continuous rain making the 12 military Soldier Tasks (STs) and obstacles all
the more challenging. All competitors had
a 7 day work up, full training on 3 weapons
systems, briefings and induction. The event
entailed finding your way through 12 STs
and Control Points (CPs), in military uni-

form and boots, collecting Grid References
(GRs) and navigating by map (forget the
GPS), over a minimum 45km course. The
STs included various assault course tasks,
navigating a zip line, grenade throwing,
kayaking, stripping and reassembly of various weapons, dealing with contaminated
environments and field medical tasks. However, everyone had to carry a back pack,
body armour and weapon with 17kgs of kit.

nor without proper preparation, none of
the competitors I met regretted the experience and all seemed to be strong advocates
for it. Therefore, I can strongly recommend
any officer or NCO wishing to test themselves on an endurance event, to consider the
CBSC17: apart from the camaraderie and
personal achievement, you will enjoy the
great hospitality and professionalism of the
Croatian hosts.

Apart from their shared goals and experiences of completing a significant personal
challenge, the camaraderie developed by
this multi-national force living in a tented
village for a week, was evident when I arrived on day 6. Allowed to perform the
standard test shoot, I was struck by the
light weight and low recoil of the impressive Croatian rifle. All competitors were given
a 2 minute delay for each of the 40 rounds
they missed in the test shoot, thus spreading the field for the start. The nervous
energy and tension on the final evening was
palpable, as they all got the first set of GRs
and their packed lunch for breakfast. When
I arose at 0430 hrs, the competitors were
already assembling and eager to get under
way, with the tension mounting further.
By 2100 hours that evening the contrast of
atmosphere in the tented village was profound: a mix of relief, euphoria and ‘war
stories’ about their stiff legs and blisters –
and many agreeing to meet again next year.
While this military endurance marathon
with STs should not be committed to lightly

A Competitors Viewpoint, from SSgt Denny
Horton, USA Army, JFC Brunssum.
The competition was fierce and the week
was long. I went into the competition believing that the training I had done in my
free time was more than enough, I quickly
found out that was not the case. Upon arrival to the training area “Gakova” I realized that I had met my match. Admiring the
rough terrain and watching as the other
competitors continued to train and prepare themselves for the big day, I suddenly
felt I was far behind with my training regimen. Although it was intimidating, I used
it as motivation and fought on to finish the
race the best that I could, which is an accomplishment all in its own. If I could give
any advice from my experience it would
be, “train until you think you’ve trained
enough, and then train some more!” The
overall competition was a great success,
very well organized, and professional;
hats off to the Croatian hosts!
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123 YEARS OF CHIEF PETTY
OFFICERS IN U.S. NAVY
Story by Captain (N) Elizabeth Jackson JFC Brunssum

O

n 1 April 2016, the U.S.
Navy Chief Petty Officers
assigned to JFC Brunssum celebrated 123 years
of the Chief Petty Officer. The ceremony included speeches reflecting
the past and traditions of the Chief
Petty Officer. A cake cutting ceremony was held, in which the custom of
having the oldest and youngest Chief
Petty Officers cut the cake was shared. This event was attended by several members of the JFC Brunssum
community, many of whom serve in
the international maritime services.
The rich history of the Chief Petty Officer
is significant and deserves celebration. As
Naval ships grew more complex, the duties
of sailors had to become more specialized
in order to operate them. This resulted in
the adoption of the Royal Navy occupational rating system by the U.S. Navy. This
system of shipboard rank and position has
roots in British society. In his book ‘England’s Sea-Officers’, author Michael Lewis
describes the creation of this system as a
mix of two hierarchies, one of official ranks
and a social divide between gentlemen and
non-gentlemen. To effectively operate and
fight a warship, bridging the gap between
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officers and enlisted sailors was critical. It
was from this need that the rank of Chief
Petty Officer was born. President Benjamin Harrison established the rank of Chief
Petty Officer when he signed General Order 409, and the new rank went into effect
on 1 April 1893. Since that time, Chief Petty
Officers have served as the unique lynchpin
between officers and sailors.
In addressing the attendees of the celebration, Yeoman Chief Petty Officer Jamie
Blanco of the JFC Brunssum Base Support
Group, quoted the book ‘Chief, The Evolution, Development and Role of the Chief
Petty Officer in the United States Naval
Service’, sharing that: “the title ‘Chief Petty Officer’ carries with it responsibilities
and privileges no other armed force in the
world grants enlisted people. These responsibilities and privileges exist because,
for 123 years, Chiefs have routinely sought
out greater challenges and assumed more
responsibility.”
“We expect our Chief Petty Officers to lead
at the deck-plate level, giving our sailors
visible, hands-on and consistent guidance
so that they may become better individually and as part of a team in demanding
operational environments,” added Cap-

tain Betsy Jackson, Joint Force Command
Brunssum U.S. Naval Element Commanding Officer. “Chief Petty Officers are held
accountable to deliver the Navy mission
through the supervision, discipline and advocacy for the sailors under their charge.”
The Chief Petty Officers of Joint Force
Command Brunssum are no exception.
“In the U.S. Navy, it’s my duty as the Leading Chief Petty Officer, to lead and train
my sailors, as well to help guide our officers. The idea of senior enlisted members
mentoring officers is not common among
international services, but this is what is
expected from us as Chiefs. We aim to demonstrate our pride to be a Navy Chief in
everything we do,” says Intelligence Specialist Chief Jeffrey Doerfer.
The U.S. Navy Chief Petty Officers assigned to Joint Force Command Brunssum
continue the tradition of deck-plate leadership, guiding and developing the next
generation of officers and enlisted. Their
contribution to the joint mission is in the
same spirit as their contributions to every
command in the U.S. Navy. Happy 123rd
Birthday U.S. Navy Chiefs!

EVENTS CALENDAR
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THE WHOLE WORLD WILL BE
DANCING IN BRUNSSUM!
Story by Jack van Oppen gemeente Brunssum
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D

ance, music and culture...that is what the 2016
Brunssum Worldfestival
Parade is about! From
Thursday 14 July to Wednesday 20
July 2016, hundreds of dancers and
musicians from all over the world
will come to Brunssum to share their
culture with the you! Visitors will
be able to see folklore groups from
Europe, Asia, Africa, South America, and Oceania during spectacular
dance performances, workshops, and
parties promoting cultural exchange.
The absolute highlight will be the famous folklore parade in which all the
participants parade through Brunssum in a medley of colours.

Dreaming & Dancing
The theme of the 2016 Parade is ‘dreaming
and dancing’. Dreaming of a better world,

of more understanding and respect for each
other, or of your own hopes for your future...it’s all part of this festive week! There
will be many activities and performances
giving expression to this beautiful theme.
That guarantees a fascinating and impressive festival!

The beating heart of the
festival
The beautiful Vijverpark will form the beating heart of the Worldfestival Parade
Brunssum. A large festival tent at the edge
of the pond will provide ample space for the
many activities: performances, workshops,
parties promoting cultural exchange, the
mine workers’ day on Saturday 16 July, and
an open-air Mass on Sunday 17 July. The
attractive open-air theatre will be the venue
for dance and music performances during
the day and in the evening. There is also no

shortage of things to see and do in various
other locations in the town centre during
the Parade - from dance performances in
the new Brikke Oave to small-scale performances on the shopping street and various
youth activities. In short, the Brunssum
Worldfestival Parade will have something
for everyone!

If you would like to
find out more about
Worldfestival Parade
Brunssum 2016...
Go to the website www.paradebrunssum.
nl or follow us on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram for the latest news. Do you have
questions or do you want to volunteer or
sponsor? Send an e-mail to info@paradebrunssum.nl.
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WHY 4TH MAY IS A NATIONAL
HOLIDAY IN LATVIA
Story by Colonel Ilmars A Lejins, Latvian Senior National Representative, JFC Brunssum
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“Popular Support” photo: A. Eglitis

L

atvia declared its independence 1918, on the 18th of
November. However, only
22 years later the country
was occupied by the Soviet Union.
World War II brought great tragedy
for my nation as we were, in turns occupied by two criminal regimes and
at the end, we were still occupied.
The beginning of the end of 45 years
of Soviet occupation began in earnest
on the 4th of May, 1990.

The Declaration “On the Restoration of Independence of the Republic of Latvia” was
adopted on 4 May 1990, by the Supreme
Soviet of the Latvian Soviet Socialist Republic.
The Declaration stated that, although Latvia had de facto lost its independence in
1940, when it was annexed by the Soviet

Union, the country had de jure remained
a sovereign nation as the annexation had
been unconstitutional and against the will
of the Latvian people. As a consequence it
resolved that the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact
and the Soviet occupation of Latvia in 1940
were illegal. This historic decision led to:
the annulment of the declaration on the
accession of Latvia to the Soviet Union of
21 July 1940; and the re-institution of the
Constitution of Latvia of 1922, which was
thereupon partly suspended, and set a period of transition to de facto independence,
which would end upon the first session of
Saeima (Parliament).

An interesting year began and only after the
failed August Coup of 1991, the transition
period ended as Western powers recognized Latvia’s independence and finally, on
September 6, 1991, Latvia’s independence
was also recognized by the Soviet Union
which then ceased to exist a couple of
months later.

The declaration also stated that Latvia
would form its relationship with the Soviet
Union on the basis of the Latvian-Soviet
Peace Treaty of 1920, in which the Soviet
Union had recognized the independence of
Latvia as inviolable “for all future time”.
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ONE OF US
Major Jose Antonio Labella

Scan the qr-code for
more interesting
information about
Spain

When did you arrive in the
Netherlands and which
position have you taken?
I arrived in the Netherlands in November 2015
to be the Aide De Camp (ADC) to Deputy Commander (DCOM) Allied Joint Force Command
Brunssum (JFCBS), Lieutenant General Alejandre.

Tell us about you military
career.
I joined the Army in the Officers’ Military Academy in September 1995, graduating as an
Infantry officer in 2000. I have spent most of
my career in SOF units, but have also been an
instructor in the Infantry School and, after finishing the Staff Course, I served as a Staff officer
in an Army HQ just before coming here.

Do you have any
experience with other
international missions?
From September 2002 until March 2003 I was
a SOF team leader for the KFOR mission.
Then from April until August 2009, I was an
analyst in the Spanish Intelligence Cell in HQ
ISAF (Kabul).
Finally, from February until August 2014 I was
a Staff Officer in the J5 branch of HQ RC-W
(Herat, Afghanistan).

Tell us about your job and
what kind of challenges
you have to face?
I work routinely in the Outer Office of DCOM
JFCBS, where we manage all issues requiring
the DCOM’s attention. The outer office comprises 6 people, including me, and I like to think of

us as the DCOM’s “close combat” team. Our responsibilities are broadly divided into 2 areas:
first is ‘current ops’, for which I am responsible
and involves primarily the management of dayto-day business; second is ‘future plans’, which
involves the coordination of longer term issues
and commitments. I suppose the main challenge of my role in such a large and busy HQ
as this, is keeping on top of all the work being
undertaken across a really varied range of issues. However, it really is a privilege to be in a
position where I am exposed to such high level
issues. Further, although it is a demanding job,
I’m really happy due to the fact that the working environment in the office is simply perfect.
We really are a team, the team.

Is your family here with
you?
My wife and two children are still in Spain, but
will join me here this summer. We decided
to delay their movement until the end of the
school year in Spain.

What are your hobbies?
I love playing sports, reading and staying with
my family and friends.

What do you like in your
job?
Some of the most important things in life are
the relationships we enjoy with the people we
work and live with. I am very fortunate to encounter such a range of people from many different nations and from NCO to 3*. But perhaps
more than that, I feel useful in representing my
nation in this international environment.
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A2-TUNNELS AIM TO BE
READY DECEMBER 2016
Composed by Ed Frieser
Source: A2Maastricht
Photos by: A2Maastricht

Maastricht drastically improves traffic flow and urban life.

W

hoever took the road
to Belgium, or entered the Netherlands from Liege via
the A2 highway, always had to pass
Maastricht on a 50km road that went
straight through the city. Not a very
efficient way for traffic and a serious
impact on the local environment.
This is changing. New roads, 21 special constructions including bridges,
eco-ducts, fly-overs and a tunnelsystem are nearing completion later
this year. And the King has already
agreed that the tunnel complex can
be given the name ‘the King WillemAlexander tunnel’.

Four Tunnels
Traffic will remain underground over a distance of 2.3 km between the present junction at the football stadium, De Geusselt, and
rise again at the present Europaplein (Europe square) and vice versa. The tunnelsystem will comprise two double-stacked
tunnels. Each tunnel has two 80 or 100 km
lanes. The lower tubes are for transit traffic
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whilst the upper ones are for regional and
local traffic. This is the first double-layered tunnel in Europe suitable for cars and
trucks making use of the same tubes. For a
good video impression on future traffic flow
and the planned urban development see the
CNN documentary:
http://edition.cnn.com/videos/
world/2015/01/30/transformations-maastricht-a2-highway.cnn.
You can also scan the qr-code above to go to
the documentary directly.
The complexity of opening the tunnels for
public use requires a two-step approach.
But, upon completion, 80% of all traffic will
pass underground. This delivers many advantages including a larger traffic capacity
and a better, more flexible, maintenance
and tunnel management regime. The tunnels completion, however, will not mean
that the project is finished as they are part
of a larger programme of improvements
that are not anticipated to be complete before 2026.

Technology
The tunnel is built utilising existing and
proven technology that meets the highest
safety standards. It incorporates the latest
energy systems, 24-hour camera surveillance, ventilators, traffic guidance systems, fire
protection and fighting systems, communications and intercom systems. In total,
some 50 safety systems are included. The
constructors, therefore, had to put in 800
km’s of cable, 1800 detection loops in the
asphalt, 66 ventilators, 290 loudspeakers,
35 air quality sensors, 133 escape doors,
355 emergency telephones, 5 km’s of water pipelines in case of fire, 393 fire alarms,
217 cameras, 2224 light fixtures and 109
matrix signs; all in all, a mechanical feat of
extreme ingenuity. Of course, this all has
to be tested and a final all-embracing Site
Integration Test will take place well before
the tunnels are declared ready.

The Plan

In 2003 an infrastructure project commenced with the aim to improve traffic flow in
and around Maastricht. The A2 Maastricht
project organizers wanted to agree upon a

single integrated and sustainable plan for
the city and the motorway, from which future generations will continue to benefit. A
plan was thus developed with: multiple objectives for the improvement of traffic flow
on the A2; changes designed to improve
the accessibility of Maastricht; ideas that
promote quality of life and road safety, for
example initiatives to resolve bottlenecks
within the city; and the leverage of opportunities for urban development. The A2
project organization consists of representatives of the Directorate-General for Public
Works and Water Management, the Provincial Government of Limburg, and the municipal councils of Maastricht and Meerssen.
It is anticipated the A2-tunnel system, once
complete, will provide an important gateway connecting the Netherlands to other
European nations and vice versa.

Urban Development
Ten unique characteristics were defined
in the plan. One was the creation of a socalled Green Carpet. This comprises a recreational strip of nearly 1800 trees, winding through the city from north to south,

from the Vaeshartelt estate right through
to Centre Céramique. It forms a long, intimate, tree-lined park avenue above the
dual-layered tunnel; the connecting element between the adjacent city-districts.
There will also be room for 1,100 new houses and a maximum 30,000 square meters
of commercial real estate like small-scale
restaurants and cafés. But more objectives were defined. These include a building
restriction that directs newly built property
must replicate the appearance of older buildings that have evolved over time, in keeping with the contemporary street scene.
Further, the Europaplein and de Geusselt
junctions should get striking office mansions and a residential tower block at each
junction. An over-arching guideline is
that, in the round, the urban development
should be synergistic with, and mindful of,
the historic Double Dukedom the Duke of
Brabant as a gateway to the north and the
Prince Bishop of Liège as a gateway to the
south such that historic links are reflected
and maintained. The Country Estate Zone,
called Landgoederenzon estate Geul and
Meusse, will be given a new lease of life as
the Green Carpet will connect this area with

the rest of the city. Cycle bridges will create
a natural connection between the Landgoederenzonedzand the Geusselt junction. A
new cycle road has already been opened
(22 May 2016) from de Severenstraat to the
Meerssenerweg. For an impression on the
Green Carpet scan the qr-code above.
The air quality and noise hindrance will
remain below the maximum permitted levels at all times without the need for inconvenient screens or vulnerable technological
provisions. And, finally, the architecturally
valuable cultural heritage, the Gemeenteflat on Koningsplein, will be preserved.
This is an enormously ambitious plan but
it is well under way and on course to deliver
real tangible benefits.
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TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES:
OUT OF THE SHADOWS
Megan Fox			

110 min

Will Arnett

THE ANGRY BIRDS MOVIE
Jason Sudeikis			

-- min

Josh Gad

ME BEFORE YOU
Sam Claflin			

110 min

Emilia Clarke

AFNORTH SCHOOL GRADUATION

ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS
Johnny Depp			

-- min

Anne Hathaway

WARCRAFT
Ben Foster			

-- min

Clancy Brown

THE CONJURING 2
Vera Farmiga			

-- min

Patrick Wilson

FINDING DORY
Ellen DeGeneres			

-- min

Ed O’Neill

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
Dwayne Johnson 			

114 min

Kevin Hart

INDEPENDENCE DAY: RESURGENCE
Liam Hemsworth			

-- min

Jeff Goldblum

FINDING DORY
Ellen DeGeneres			

-- min

Ed O’Neill

FREE STATE OF JONES
Matthew McConaughey		
Keri Russell

-- min

SPARKASSENPARK OPEN AIR

F

or this month’s Circle 100
we go up to Mönchengladbach to the SparkassenPark. Normally field hockey
championships are played here - right
next to the football stadium. SparkassenPark is also the largest OPEN AIR
concert grounds in Nordrhein-Westfalen and it has seen some of the greatest artists performing such as Bryan Adams, Joe Cocker, Elton John,
Supertramp and many more. In July
there are several concerts that are
worth going – make sure you reserve
tickets in advance!

This year on July 16th Lionel Richie will
be performing at the SparkassenPark. He is
one of the most successful soul singers ever,
and also one of the most sympathetic stars.
Enjoy his unique sound and live performances of mega hits such as “Dancing on
the Ceiling’’, “Hello’’, “Say You Say Me’’ and
“All Night Long’’.
On the 30th July Mick Hucknall and his
band Simply Red will be coming to SparkassenPark! The red-headed Hucknall will
be singing all of his greatest hits.
Also playing in that area is Deep Purple

on July 23rd. For the first time ever, the
band will perform at Krefeld, right across
the border near Venlo. The band knows
how to successfully engage three generations of music lovers with their unique sound
that is somewhere between rock and heavy
metal. With Hammond organ, extreme guitar riffs and improvisations, Deep Purple
is one of the world’s most successful hard
rock bands. Get ready for a two-hour concert full of classics, such as “Black Night’’,
“Highway Star’’ and “Smoke on the Water’’.
Check Charlzz.com for more information
and ticket links.
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Win Tickets for

Winners

SPARKASSENPARK OPEN AIR

Museum La Boverie exhibition En Plein Air

•
We have 2 tickets for each concert
•
In order to win the tickets, please answer the following question:
•	Quiz Question: When is the concert of Deep Purple?
Fill in this coupon and send it to PAO, or send an e-mail to pao@jfcbs.nato.int,
before 17 June 2016. Please mention the preferred concert.
•
For NATO ID card holders only
•
The winners will be announced in the next edition of the Northern Star
Answer:					

Division:

Full name:				Extension:

The Northern Star congratulates the
lucky winners of the last contest.
Tickets won by:
Annette Erkens
AIS - Germ.
		Kindergarten
Wilbert E. Pacheco (OR-6), USN
		
BSG/ Family 		
		
Support Section

BOOK REVIEW

THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC:

“The only thing that ever really frightened
me during the war was the U-boat peril,”
wrote Winston Churchill in his monumental
history of World War Two. Churchill’s fears
were well-placed-the casualty rate in the Atlantic was higher than in any other theater
of the entire war. The enemy was always and
constantly there and waiting, lying just over
the horizon or lurking beneath the waves.
In many ways, the Atlantic shipping lanes,
where U-boats preyed on American ships,
were the true front of the war.

have been preserved. The battle consisted
of not one but hundreds of battles, ranging
from hours to days in duration, and forcing
both sides into constant innovation and
nightmarish second-guessing, trying desperately to gain the advantage of every encounter. Any changes to the events of this series
of battles, and the outcome of the war-as
well as the future of Europe and the worldwould have been dramatically different.

England’s very survival depended on assistance from the United States, much of which
was transported across the ocean by boat.
The shipping lanes thus became the main
target of German naval operations between
1940 and 1945. The Battle of the Atlantic and
the men who fought it were therefore crucial to both sides. Had Germany succeeded
in cutting off the supply of American ships,
England might not have held out. Yet had
Churchill siphoned reinforcements to the
naval effort earlier, thousands of lives might

HOW THE ALLIES WON THE WAR.

Jonathan Dimbleby’s The Battle of the Atlantic offers a detailed and immersive account of this campaign, placing it within
the context of the war as a whole. Dimbleby
delves into the politics on both sides of the
Atlantic, revealing the role of Bletchley Park
and the complex and dynamic relationship
between America and England. He uses contemporary diaries and letters from leaders
and sailors to chilling effect, evoking the
lives and experiences of those who fought
the longest battle of World War Two. This
is the definitive account of the Battle of the
Atlantic.

We focus on cars.
The Volkswagen & Audi specialists in the Tri-Border region.

Delivery: 045-5256296
Pick up adres: Rimburgerweg 2a, Brunssum
open 7 days/ week from 16.00-23.00, sundays at 15.00-23.00
Restaurant open on monday, thursday, friday and saturday 16.00-23.00
sunday 15.00-23.00 ( tuesday and wednesday closed )

Visit our website: www.molise.nl

We are looking forward to your visit:

Animal Hotel Abdissenbosch
The address where your pets feels at home

Daycare
Marcel Oellers
(Head of Sales Volkswagen)

Sandra Zitzelsberger
(Center Manager)

Karl-Heinz Purrio
(Head of Sales Audi)
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Years

New cat-place where your cat can move freely.
Roomy outside place, playgrounds, central heated.
Grooming salon, also D-I-Y washsalon for pets.
Opening hours: Mo-Sa 08.00-12.00 and 16.00-19.00
Sundays and holidays closed for
bringing in or picking-up.

Audi Zentrum Aachen
Jacobs Automobile GmbH & Co. KG
Zweigniederlassung Geilenkirchen
Landstraße 48+50 - 52511 Geilenkirchen
Tel.: +49 (0)2451-98700

+++ www.jacobs-gruppe.de +++

Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374 AH Landgraaf
Tel +31 (0)45 531 72 17
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English)

18 MAY - 8 JULY

LUCKY
CASH
YOUR CHANCE TO
WIN A BONUS

€200
DRAW EVERY 20TH JACKPOT!

KERKRADE: RODA JC RING 91, HOOFDSTRAAT 55
BRUNSSUM: RAADHUISSTRAAT 2C
FREE ENTRANCE I 18 + I FAIRPLAY.NL

