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BMW ,VOLVO and MERCEDES are your Quality cars
MASSIVE Military Discounts (Buy Quality for the price of an Average car)
FREE Home Shipment to the U.S.A or CANADA when you return home
FREE Service and Maintenance for 3 Years (U.S. Volvo models)
FREE European Breakdown/Recovery (incl. Hotel, flights home, rental car)
FREE 4 Year Warranty (3 year EU models)
FREE 12 Year Anti Corrosion guarantee
Purchase Price in YOUR Currency and protected against price increases
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ROADCRAFT guarantee you the lowest price
ROADCRAFT guarantee the highest level of service
ROADCRAFT deliver to your Military Base
ROADCRAFT have over 30 years experience selling to Military/Diplomats
ROADCRAFT provide 24/7 LIFETIME SUPPORT- Unique in car sales
ROADCRAFT do not believe in pressure selling.
We value and respect our customers!

OVER 20%
savings OFF
Tax-Free prices
www.MilitaryTaxfreeCars.com / ceo@MilitaryTaxFreeCars.com
direct lines: 0031 646855537

ABOUT THE COVER
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter ﬂies over Arnhem
Picture by Royal Netherlands Air Force
Monday 23 May the “Low Lands“ of Europe
welcomed two F-35 Joint Strike Fighters at
Leeuwarden Air Base, following a non-stop
Trans-Atlantic ﬂight. This was the ﬁrst time
that two operational F-35 Fighters ﬂew in
European airspace. The Dutch Minister of
Defence welcomed them together with
a thousand aircraft spotters around the
base.
Read more about it on page 12.
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COMMAND GROUP CORNER
Story by Lieutenant General Adamczak

I

n last month’s Command Group Corner, and during his recent staﬀ address, General Farina highlighted the intensity
of JFC Brunssum’s operational and exercise commitments
and wider programme of work. At the time of writing, we
await the outcome of the Warsaw Summit but can assume that
our heavy workload will most likely remain unchanged. I therefore wanted to address three broad but inter-related areas of staﬀ
focus.

The ﬁrst of these is our need to maintain
our operational proﬁciency. Key to this is
to ensure that both our individual and team
skills do not fade during our NRF standby
year. Throughout 2016, there will be a 37%
turn-over in our staﬀ and the summer rotation will see a number of key staﬀ leaving. I
am therefore keen to ensure that we all play
an active part to integrate our newcomers
into the staﬀ at the earliest opportunity and
to make sure that we capture the knowledge
of the leavers. This will put us in the best
possible position to start the busy autumn
programme. Our primary collective focus
will be our Battle Staﬀ Training that starts
in September during which we will, again,
work up as a Joint Task Force Headquarters. This will provide an excellent training
opportunity to incorporate and further develop our newcomers and to refresh the individual and team skills of our current staﬀ.
The second area is our infrastructure.
We continue to look at our wider on-base
infrastructure to support operational tasks
more eﬀectively from our static peacetime
headquarters. Part of this is to increase
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the capacity of our existing headquarters
building. Many of you will have noticed
the large cranes working at the front of
the building as the work to extend H106
extension progresses well. The foundations
and most of the ground ﬂoor slab are
now complete. In mid-September the
contractor will start to bring across the
3 bridges that will join the new building
to H106. We expect the building to be
ﬁnished next spring, when it will be handed
over to us for ﬁnal ﬁtting out and move-in.
This will include a new cafeteria and VIP/
Conference reception area with the middle
ﬂoor being occupied by J9 (ﬁnally moving
out of the temporary accommodation where
they have been for the last 3 years) and the
top ﬂoor taking POLAD, LEGAD, PAO and
STRATCOM. Once this move is complete it
will allow the rest of the headquarters to be
reconﬁgured and will hopefully reduce the
current pressure on oﬃce space and other
facilities.
My third and last area is our processes. I am
conscious that some of our staﬀ processes
still need to be sharpened – from top to

bottom. The ACO Optimisation Programme
has provided some foundation for changes
to our working practice, with a drive to work
more eﬃciently. Linked to this, there is also
a JALLC-led study looking into knowledge
processes for which many of you will have
recently completed questionnaires.
At
a local level, we also continue to look at
ways of working more intelligently. To
this end, we always welcome innovation of
all staﬀ members and I encourage you to
promote best practice. I will also continue
to work closely with the DCOSs to prioritise
more eﬀectively, ensure our direction
and guidance is clear and to ensure the
workload is fairly spread where we can.
When looking to our programme ahead,
please know that I am not oblivious to the
scale of some of the operational, exercise
and other challenges that exist. As we look
beyond the post-Warsaw Summit period,
it is still my ﬁrm view that, with your
continued and valued commitment, our
‘Brunssum team’ remains solid and that we
are well placed to meet our assigned tasks.

DRONES MAKE MINE-HUNTING
MORE FLEXIBLE
Story by HQ MARCOM Public Affairs

B

ALTIC SEA (May 31, 2016)
- One of the great strengths
of the NATO Alliance is its
unity. In the maritime domain, one aspect of that unity is nations’ integration of special capabilities into training and operations for
the entirety of the Alliance.
The Royal Danish Navy recently unveiled
its new concept in counter-mining eﬀorts
in Exercise OPEN SPIRIT in the Baltic
Sea whilst contributing to Standing NATO
Mine Countermeasures Group 1. Their new
system is ﬂexible, scalable and utilizes drones to minimize danger to sailors.
The system is called Mine Countermeasures Denmark (MCM DNK) and is a modular approach to mine countermeasures
incorporating a central control station and
multiple drones that gather and interpret
information about the ocean environment.
Recently the central control node for the

system embarked aboard Standing NATO
Mine Countermeasures Group 1 ﬂagship,
German Navy FGS DONAU (A 516), for
exercise OPEN SPIRIT. This marked the
second time MCM Denmark was hosted on
another nation’s ship. In 2015 the system
was deployed on board the Belgian ship,
BNS GODETIA (A 960). This interoperability strengthens the NATO Alliance through
uniﬁed eﬀort.
At its largest, the system consists of two
shipping containers on a “mother ship” one
of which holds an operations centre that
functions as a command and control module for the drones. In the operations centre
a small team of Danish sailors conducts all
planning, evaluation, communication and
tasking of the drone ships. The drone ships
include up to two Holm-class ships (manned) which carry the Mine Demolition Vehicle and the Danish Mine Disposal Charge
for destroying mines; and up to four MSFclass ships (manned or unmanned) used
for towing the side scan sonar or sweeping

equipment to locate the mines. Together,
this modular system can clear a sea lane or
harbor while keeping sailors at a safe distance.
Lithuania hosted this year’s Exercise OPEN
SPIRIT which utilized this technology to
identify and clear historical sea mines that
still litter the Baltic Sea ﬂoor while practicing mine-clearance techniques and Allied
interoperability among NATO naval forces
at the same time.
SNMCMG1 is one of four multinational, integrated maritime groups composed of vessels from various allied countries. These
vessels are permanently available to NATO
to perform diﬀerent tasks ranging from
participation in exercises to operational
missions. Maritime groups provide NATO
with a continuous maritime capability and
help to establish Alliance presence, demonstrate solidarity, conduct routine diplomatic visits and enhance interoperability
among Allied naval forces.
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INTERNATIONAL JTAC/FAC EXERCISE
ADRIATIC STRIKE 2016 CLOSES
Story by HQ AIRCOM Public Affairs
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T

he Slovenia-led multinational Joint Terminal Attack
Controllers (JTAC) Exercise Adriatic Strike 2016
closed 11 June 2016, after a successful week of joint Air-Land integration training.
For the ﬁfth consecutive time the Slovenian
Armed Forces, together with eight Allies
and two Partner nations, provided realistic
training scenarios involving the control of
ﬁre support from the air to assist commanders on the ground.
This year’s exercise, which was organized
and conducted by the Slovenian Air Force’s
15th Wing Command, was aimed at training
certiﬁed JTACs, shooting platform teams,
company commanders and Forward Air

Controllers (FACs). For the ﬁrst time, the
exercise involved the NATO deployable
air command and control capability – the
DARS – from Poggio Renatico, Italy, which
executed mission control of live-ﬂying aircraft.
Adriatic Strike 2016 was conducted at six
diﬀerent locations around Slovenia. Helicopters from Slovenia, Slovakia as well as
NATO Partners Austria and Montenegro
together with ﬁxed wing aircraft from Slovenia, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, the United States, and Partner
nation Austria, provided ﬁre support ﬂying
out of Cerklje ob Krki Air Base in Slovenia
or from respective home bases.
The basic mission of JTACs and FACs is to
provide commander in the ﬁeld with advice

on the use of air and other types of ﬁre support (maritime, mortar, artillery) and also
to control those operations. JTACs/FACs
provide air support and comprehensive
protection to friendly forces.
The JTAC and FAC capability is an important asset of Allied joint operations. These
specialists need constant challenging training events to maintain their skills such
that they are ready for real-world missions.
With Adriatic Strike 2016 over, another
opportunity for the community to train
at a multinational inter-Allied level is the
Czech-led Exercise Ample Strike 2016.
That exercise is planned to be conducted in
the Czech Republic from 30 August to 20
September 2016.
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VISITS AND ACTIVITIES
Prepared by Adjudant Edwin Tromp

JFCBS Hosts Manfred-Wörner Seminar
More than 30 participants and staﬀ
members from the Manfred-Wörner
Seminar visited Joint Force Command
Brunssum (JFCBS) to gain a greater
understanding of NATO Defence activities. The group was welcomed by
Maj. Gen. Walter Ohm, Deputy Chief
of Staﬀ for Support, and received brieﬁngs from key staﬀ members about
the roles and responsibilities of the
headquarters. Among the topics discussed were NATO’s Resolute Support
mission in Afghanistan, Assurance
Measures in Eastern Europe and the
upcoming NATO Summit in Warsaw
this summer.

Founded in 1982 by former German
Minister of Defence and Secretary
General Manfred Wörner, the yearly
seminar brings together future leaders
from the United States and Germany
who work in scientiﬁc, economic and
political ﬁelds to provide insight into
institutions like the German Bundeswehr, European Union and NATO
in order to foster German-American
relations and promote transatlantic
solidarity.

SACEUR pays visit to JFC Brunssum
BRUNSSUM, The Netherlands
- General Salvatore Farina, Commander Allied Joint Force Command
Brunssum, welcomed General Curtis
M. Scaparrotti, Supreme Allied Commander Europe, for his ﬁrst visit to
NATO’s Operational Headquarters in
The Netherlands.

on the recently completed exercise
Brilliant Jump, successfully conducted in Poland with the deployment of
elements of the Very High Readiness
Joint Task Force (VJTF)-land component, as an important contribution to
the Readiness Action Plan stemming
from the 2014 Wales Summit.

During the visit, General Farina assured General Scaparrotti, “JFC Brunssum is in good health, fully committed
and well connected, ready to conduct
assigned operations and to fulﬁl any
follow-on operational requirements.”

JFC Brunssum is the designated
Stand-By Headquarters throughout
2016 for the NATO Response Force.
Additionally, the command serves as
the out-of-theatre Headquarters for
NATO’s Resolute Support Mission.

SACEUR spent time with JFC Brunssum’s staﬀ to provide his command
guidance and philosophy, focused
on strengthening the cohesion of the
Alliance through improved readiness
and adaptability.

General Scaparrotti assumed his position as SACEUR on May 4th, 2016 and
is visiting the commands within Allied
Command Operations (ACO) to get
detailed, ﬁrst-hand information from
his commanders.

General Farina also provided a
detailed brief to the new SACEUR

24 MAY 2016

30 MAY 2016

May 2016/June 2016

26 MAY 2016

Hungarian National Staff College Calls into JFC Brunssum
The JFC Brunssum Assistant Chief of
Staﬀ “Operations”, Brigadier General
Claude GOUDEAU (French Army),
welcomed the a group of students and
staﬀ from the Hungarian National
Staﬀ College.16 Students and instructors led by retired General, Zoltan
SZENES, a former Hungarian Chief
of General Staﬀ, visited the HQs to
receive brieﬁngs on NATO concepts,
operational processes, current activities and challenges, and the JFC
Brunssum working structure.
In his remarks, Brigadier General
GOUDEAU touched upon the primary roles of the headquarters: the
NATO Response Force (NRF) where
JFC Brunssum is fulﬁlling its 2016
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Standby Command role; the Resolute
Support mission in Afghanistan where
JFC Brunssum is the out-of-theatre
operational-level command; and
Regional Focus where the headquarters continually enhances and sustains
working relationships with NATO and
non-NATO nations as well as crisisfocused organisations in northern
Europe.
Brigadier General GOUDEAU grasped
the opportunity to emphasize the
prominent role played by Hungary, as
a valuable ally, in fully contributing to
NATO’s missions, as depicted by their
excellent and sustained contribution
to Resolute Support (Afghanistan)
and to the Baltic Air Policing mission.

Commander JFC Brunssum Visited Headquarters Multinational
Corps Northeast
General Salvatore Farina, Commander Allied Joint Force Command
Brunssum, visited Headquarters
Multinational Corps Northeast (MNC
NE) in Szczecin, Poland today as part
of exercise Brilliant Capability 2016
(BRCY16) which took place from
30 May to 3 June. General Farina
congratulated MNC NE personnel
for the hard work, dedication and for
meeting the main exercise objective
of demonstrating that MNC NE has
the ability to command and control
NATO’s Very High Readiness Joint
Task Force (VJTF).
“We have witnessed a brilliant performance by a brilliant corps headquarters. I commend the eﬀorts of all the
member states and we can see all
around us concrete achievements,”
said General Farina. “This exercise

is the last of a series of four exercises and last week we demonstrated
how the VJTF be deployed … it only
took four days to deploy troops from
Spain, Albania and the UK to join
with troops here in Poland. We have
demonstrated that NATO is quick and
capable to adapt to new challenges in
a short time and that the Alliance is
based upon the pillars of willingness,
solidarity and capability.”
The BRCY16 exercise also demonstrated the achievements made since
the Wales Summit in 2014, when
MNC-NE was tasked to increase its
level of readiness and play a leading
for defence of the Eastern ﬂank of the
Alliance, in particular Poland and the
three Baltic States: Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania.
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May 2016/June 2016

13 JUN 2016

Commanderʼs ʻFirst 100 Daysʼ Staff Address
Having been Commander JFC
Brunssum for exactly 100 days, and
just before headquarters’ personnel
embark upon their summer holidays,
General Farina took the opportunity
to address his staﬀ.
After expressing his warmest condolences to our ally USA hit by the
recent terrorist attack in Orlando, General Farina, in an insightful speech,
summarized the breadth of recent
activities successfully executed by
the staﬀ and thanked them for their
dedication. Looking ahead, he encouraged all to recharge and recuperate
over the leave period as, post the July
NATO Summit in Warsaw, it is likely
additional tasks will be forthcoming
that are likely to further energize an
already busy working tempo.
With an eye to the speciﬁc role of JFC
Brunssum General Farina stated: ‘we
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are prepared to follow on the outcomes of the upcoming NATO summit,
we are ready to protect, defend and
ﬁght, wherever and whenever needed.’
Turning his attention to partners,
families and loved ones the General
strongly conveyed his gratitude for
their continued unwavering support.
‘I think we are on the good path’,
concluded the General referring to the
achievements of the Headquarters so
far and looking ahead to the future
commitments.
On completion of his address General
Farina awarded Commanders’ Commendations to twentythree personnel
from the Headquarters who performed exceptionally well in the past
months. A non-commissioned oﬃcer
was also awarded with the Deputy SACEUR commendation and three personnel will later receive the SACEUR
recognition award at SHAPE.

JFC Brunssum Signs Working Agreement
A Memorandum of Working Agreement between Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum (JFCB), the NATO
Airborne Early Warning & Control
Programme Management Agency , the
NATO Communication and Information Agency Brunssum Detachment and
the Foundation AFNORTH International School was signed at Stein’s City
Hall the 17th of June 2016.
This document formalizes the coordination and support of emergency
services. It serves to reinforce the
close cooperation between JFCB and
regional stakeholders for all services
in South Limburg.

The signature ceremony was attended
by the Governor of South Limburg,
Mr Theo Bovens, and 18 Mayors of
the region including Mr Luc Winants,
Mayor of Brunssum. On behalf of
Lieutenant General Janusz Adamczak,
JFCB Chief of Staﬀ, Major General
Scott Smith presented the memorandum to Mrs J M Penn–te Strake,
Chairperson of the Security Region
South Limburg, in order to gain her
signature.
The ceremony further underlined and
enhanced the strong links between
NATO entities in the region and their
hosting municipalities.

Headquarters Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum major activities are depicted along ﬁve lines of eﬀort within the Brunssum Campaign
Plan. Each of these activities requires an ambitious level of attention and eﬀort. Beside routine staﬀ work we plan and conduct special activities in the form of visits and training, as well as, social events on a regular basis. We would like to provide you an overview of those activities.

OFFICIAL VOLVO MILITARY/DIPLOMAT SALES AGENT
NATO AIRBASE GEILENKIRCHEN, U.S. ARMY GARRISSON SCHINNEN & JFC BRUNSSUM

- FOR ALL EUROPEAN, US, CANADIAN & UK
NATIONALITIES SERVING NATO
- LEADING TAX-FREE MILITARY AND
DIPLOMATIC VOLVO SUPPLIER
- GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICE
- ALL PAYMENTS DIRECT TO THE
VOLVO FACTORY IN GOTHENBURG,
SWEDEN
- HOME SHIPMENT PROGRAM INCLUDED*
- US, CANADIAN AND EUROPEAN SPECS
SERVICE & MAINTENANCE
- BODY AND PAINT SHOP
- VOLVO DEALER SINCE 1965
*ONLY U.S. & CANADIAN SPECS

R

Delivery: 045-5256296
Pick up adres: Rimburgerweg 2a, Brunssum
open 7 days/ week from 16.00-23.00, sundays at 15.00-23.00
Restaurant open on monday, thursday, friday and saturday 16.00-23.00
sunday 15.00-23.00 ( tuesday and wednesday closed )

Visit our website: www.molise.nl
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Cafe

The coffee shop and restaurant
in the countryside!
For all parties from 2 to 200 people
A la carte snacks, cake and ice cream

In the immediate surroundings:
Outdoor pool, miniature golf and hiking trails
we are there for you 7 days a week!
Tel: 0049-2454-1414 www.Haus-Hamacher.de f

52538 Gangelt
Am Freibad 10

graphic design
magazines
web services
support

media & more

Is your website getting old?
Brand new websites at brand new prices
Contact Rob and get a free oﬀer

’t Swarte Schaap
Sint Franciscusweg 36-3
6417BD Heerlen
+31 (0)45-571 61 16
info@tswarteschaap.nl
www.tswarteschaap.nl

F-35 IMPRESS ON FIRST TRIP
TO EUROPE
Story by Lieutenant Colonel Paul van Harten, JFCBS Public Affairs, picture by Royal Netherlands Air Force

M

onday 23 May the
“Low Lands“ of Europe welcomed two F-35
Joint Strike Fighters
at Leeuwarden Air Base, following a
non-stop Trans-Atlantic ﬂight. This
was the ﬁrst time that two operational F-35 Fighters ﬂew in European
airspace. The Dutch Minister of Defence welcomed them together with
a thousand aircraft spotters around
the base.
During a three-week stay in Holland, the
ﬁghters made so-called experience ﬂights
at diﬀerent Military Air bases, comparing
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the noise they make in comparison to F16s. However, jet noise is the sound of freedom. On 7 June they made a display ﬂight
through Holland to show themselves to
the Dutch population; zig-zagging through
the country, north, south, east, west; from
Maastricht via Rotterdam, Amsterdam and
then returning to base.
The F-35s will replace the almost 40 year
old Dutch F-16s and are the response to
modern aerial threat systems. Analysis of
recent threat situations in the aerial domain
underlines the advanced capabilities required in a modern ﬁghter aircraft. Surface
to air missiles (SAM) systems are capable of

shutting down complete areas of air space.
Only 5th generation ﬁghter jets are capable
of countering these systems due to their
stealth capability. In current Air Operations it is highly important to break through
the enemies so-called kill chain. This is the
process of detection, identiﬁcation, attack
and destruction of an aircraft. The simplest
method is to avoid the Threat systems; if
this is not feasible detection should be prevented or delayed. This can be achieved via
Stealth Technology, by using one’s own external jammers or a combination of technology that prevents detection and misguide
SAMs. If the enemy cannot detect an aircraft it cannot attack and/or the likelihood

of a successful enemy attack will be low. In
this way the period of time that the aircraft
is vulnerable to SAMs will be limited and
the survival chances of the aircraft and pilot will increase exponentially and, in turn,
increase mission eﬀectiveness.
The importance of Air Power is highly likely
to increase in the future. Military Operations of recent decennia show a shift to smaller and quicker military units. The third dimension (air and space) will oﬀer a unique
advantage concerning situational awareness, transportation, oﬀensive operations
and protection.
In 2013 the government of the Netherlands’

decided to purchase 37 F-35 Joint Strike
Fighters. These aircraft are on-course to
provide an initial operational capability
in 2021 and will operate from Volkel and
Leeuwarden Airbases. The total costs for
these 37 Joint Strike Fighters amount to 4.5
Billion Euros.
The United States of America, the United
Kingdom, Italy, Canada, Turkey, Australia,
Norway and Denmark are all committed to
ﬂy the F-35 in the future. These state-ofthe-art ﬁghter jets are poised to make a signiﬁcant contribution to the NATO Alliance.

display days on 10 & 11 June 2016 the two
new ﬁghters could be seen during the Air
Power Demonstration where their ferocious performance could be compared to
that of their predecessors. The 280.000
spectators who attended during these two
days were rewarded by an F-35 display that
demonstrated the incredible capability the
new generation of jet ﬁghters oﬀer

During the Royal Netherlands Air Force
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BALTIC DEFENCE COLLEGE VISIT TO NATO
COMMAND AND CONTROL CENTRE
OF EXCELLENCE
Story by PAO NATO C2COE

T

he NATO Command and
Control Centre of Excellence (NATO C2COE) hosted visitors from the Baltic
Defence College (BALTDEFCOL) on
Friday, 13 May 2016. The aim was to
contribute to the Joint Command and
General Staﬀ Course (JCGSC), a core
activity of the BALTDEFCOL. The
visit was organized under the Joint
Combined
Operations’
Learning
Area of JCGSC. This Learning Area
focusses on Mission Command and
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Leadership, and especially emphasizes Command and Control (C2). 21
students and staﬀ from the College,
representing 10 diﬀerent NATO (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland)
and Partner nations (Azerbaijan,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Moldova,
Serbia, Sweden, and Ukraine), attended the event. The delegation was led
by Colonel Dr. Miroslaw Smolarek
(POL).

The BALTDEFCOL is an international military educational institution, where several
nations conduct professional education of
their military oﬃcers and civil servants.
Major General Vitalijus Vaikšnoras (LTU
A), the Commandant of the BALTDEFCOL,
proposed the visit in a letter to the Director
of the C2 COE, Dutch Navy Captain Gerrit
Nijenhuis. The College is located in Tartu,
Estonia, and has a historic connection to
the Netherlands because the third-largest
room on the campus is named after the
famous Dutch Admiral Michiel de Ruyter.

This honour signiﬁes the exceptional support provided by the Netherlands to the
Baltic Defence College, as well as the continuous Dutch interest in security in the
wider Baltic region.
The Director of NATO C2COE welcomed
the delegation and provided the BALTDEFCOL delegation with an overview on NATO
Centres of Excellences in general and a
more speciﬁc introduction on the NATO
C2COE. Additionally, two presentations
were provided to the group. The ﬁrst pre-

sentation consisted of a team of four oﬃcers who presented a future view of Command and Control. The team was led by
Commander Tom Zachariassen (NOR N).
The second presentation, given by two Majors: Ron Werkman (NLD AF) and Twan
Verbaten (NLD A), introduced NATO’s current operational challenges and presented
conclusions from diﬀerent NATO exercises.
The visit allowed members of the BALTDEFCOL and the NATO C2COE to exchange diﬀerent views on C2 and was beneﬁcial

for both organizations. The BALTDEFCOL
students were very pleased for this opportunity to familiarize themselves with the
Centre. The presentations provided them
with a better understanding of the challenges in the area of C2. As the delegation
lead, Colonel Dr. Smolarek noted, it helped
the students to better understand C2 questions, which did arise earlier during their
course.
Utrecht, 13 May 2016.
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STUDENTS BUILD ELECTRONIC SCOOTERS
AT AFNORTH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Story by Dr. Uwe Bettscheider, Director AIS

A

FNORTH
International
School
(Brunssum/The
Netherlands), Initiative
SchulTechnikum (led by
Mr Oliver Höppner), Elektrofahrzeuge Krain (Eitorf/Germany – since
2007 leading experts in e-scooters)
as well as emco Elektroroller GmbH
(Lingen/Germany) support the next
STEM generation.
SchulTechnikum, in collaboration with
AFNORTH International School in Brunssum/The Netherlands, presents a future
oriented vocational project for schools, focusing on electric mobility. During an international afterschool club students built two
road ready e-scooters (from a kit containing
1500 parts), with the help of a German and
US science teacher and an experienced
technician.
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One important aim of the project was to
bring non-vocational schools and electric
mobility companies together. ‘It is a key
goal of the cooperation to raise enthusiasm for prospective technology, because
the experts of tomorrow have to be identiﬁed today. Germany is known worldwide
in the ﬁeld of electric mobility. In this region, there are a lot of leaders in research
and innovation. This know-how should be
harnessed to advance the topic electric mobility’, stated the founder of the initiative
SchulTechnikum, Mr. Höppner. Mr Krain
added: ‘This fantastic project is geared towards the future and deserves to be supported’.
During the middle of March, a group of students of AFNORTH International School
unloaded a lorry full of parts for two e-scooters. After receiving an explanation and

sorting the parts they assembled them step
by step in about 30 hours, with the help of
Mr. Krain and their teachers - David Seitz
and Frank Forge. On June 6th the e-scooters were ready to roll and were presented
to the public in front of the AFNORTH International School Brunssum/Netherlands.
All students having the minimum height
and strength were able to ride a small parcours to experience the handling of an electronic scooter under supervision.
Our special thanks goes to emco e-scooter
and Elektrofahrzeuge Krain. This project
would not have been possible without their
ﬁnancial help and technical know-how.

AFNORTH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL HOLD
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATORSʼ DAY!
Story by Yolanda Harvin, Mary Zimmerman-Bayer and Dr Uwe Bettscheider, AFNORTH International School

F

riday May 6th was a not
only a great day for the
AFNORTH students, because they had a day oﬀ, but
it was also a great, challenging and
interesting day for all the staﬀ members of the school. Why? Because
AFNORTH International School held
its very own international teachers’
conference. The theme was “International Education for the Mind, Body,
and Soul”. The exciting day kicked oﬀ
with the keynote speaker, Professor
Dr Robert Coelen from the University of Applied Sciences of Stenden,
in the Netherlands. His key message
was “Internationalisation of (higher)
education. He explained the necessity of providing a “globally aware”
environment. Dr Coelen emphasized
that learners must be given the opportunities to master skills associated with international awareness and
intercultural competence”.

This very inspiring speech was followed by
a number of workshops. The sessions were
held by teachers who shared and served as
presenters who were also able to participate
and learn in other presentations. Experts
from local Dutch and German schools and
other local educational organizations also
contributed to provide international perspectives on a variety of topics. As the holistic theme of the day suggested, the range
of the topics was broad. Body-oriented
topics like yoga, functional ﬁtness, and
hip-hop line dancing were oﬀered, as well
as stimulating intellectual subjects such as
intercultural competence and innovative
educational teaching concepts.
The International Educators’ Day was an
opportunity for the faculty of the school
(which has teachers with ﬁve diﬀerent educational backgrounds!) to come together
and share professional fellowship. All staﬀ
members had an opportunity to learn about
best practices and build on intercultural

competencies. Most of all, educators were
able to enhance their educational repertoires in order to allow students to beneﬁt
from the advantages and manifold possibilities of international diversity present in
our school. Throughout the day, the emphasis on making cross-cultural connections
was well-received.
Everyone involved expressed how much
they truly enjoyed the day! “[I’m] always
happy about these events, especially if there
is something I can take and start using right
away. That was deﬁnitely the case,” said
Brian Quinn, Middle/High School counsellor from the Canadian section. Cindy
Gehrmann, a reading specialist in the U.S.
Elementary section, added: “This is what
internationalism is all about – meeting new
people and discovering their talents and
passions”.
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U.S. MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY AT THE
NETHERLANDS AMERICAN CEMETERY, MARGRATEN
Article and photos by Captain Linda Schrader, JFCBS Public Affairs.
Story by Captain (N) Elizabeth Jackson JFC Brunssum
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O

n a rainy and tempestuous Sunday afternoon,
hundreds of people turned out to honour the soldiers who fought for freedom.
The Netherlands American Cemetery hosted a worthy remembrance. Besides the
great songs and prayers there was time to
listen to the impressive stories of those who
fell and others who knew the stories of those who are buried at Margraten.
During the ceremony, the Commander of
the Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum
Headquarters, General Salvatore Farina,
laid a wreath on behalf of the Headquarters. Other notable dignitaries paying tribute to the many who gave of their lives, included: Major General Hans van der Louw

(Adjutant General to His Majesty the King
of the Netherlands and Chief of the Military Household); the Honourable Adam
Sterling (Charge d’Aﬀaires of the United
States of America); the honourable Martin
van Rijn (State Secretary of Health, Welfare
and Sport); Mr Theo Bovens (King’s Commissioner for the Province of Limburg);
and Lieutenant General Frederick Ben
Hodges (Commanding General, U.S. Army
Europe).
Memorial Day is a North American holiday
observed on the last Monday of May. It is
held in honour of the men and women who
died whilst serving in the U.S. military.
Formerly known as Decoration Day, it originated in the years following the American
Civil War and became an oﬃcial federal
holiday in 1971. Many Americans observe

Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries or memorials, holding family gatherings and participating in parades.
The World War II Netherlands American
Cemetery and Memorial is a war cemetery
which covers 65.5 acres. A total of 8,301
American soldiers lie buried beneath the
white marble crosses and stars of David
within the only North American cemetery
in the Netherlands, in the southern Limburg town of Margraten. Those buried here
gave their lives in World War II for Europe’s freedom. In 1945, to honour and thank
them, the Dutch government gave the United States a perpetual lease on the ground
for the cemetery. In Margraten and the
surrounding area, the sacriﬁces and achievements of those who fell are remembered
in many ways.

19

POLISH CONSTITUTION DAY
Story by Major Radoslaw Ulaszewski, Polish NSE

Y

ear after year, the Polish
community, whether at
home or abroad, gathers
together to commemorate the 3rd of May Constitution and
honor all the great minds who took
part in the creation of this revolutionary document. Although the most
important national holiday in Poland
remains the Independence Day celebrated in November, this is usually a
joyful occasion for numerous spring
events, concerts and family picnics.
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Inviting the Commander of JFC Brunssum,
and many other illustrious guests, Polish
soldiers serving in Brunssum celebrated
this event on May 19. Especially for that occasion the Representative Artistic Ensemble of the Polish Armed Forces came to The
Netherlands with a performance dedicated
to commemorate the 225th anniversary of
the adoption of the 3rd May Constitution.
Later that day, in the International Conference Centre, the Chief of Staﬀ, Lieutenant General Janusz Adamczak, hosted a
national event during which guests were
acquainted with a bit of Polish history and

some traditional Polish cuisine.
The act, passed on the 3rd of May 1791, was
Europe’s ﬁrst modern constitution and
the world’s second after the United States.
It was a tremendous achievement which
sought to preserve the independence of the
state and ensure the potential for the country’s economic and political development.
Although the Constitution of the 3rd of
May 1791 would remain in force for a mere
fourteen months, it introduced a system
of constitutional monarchy and, while it
preserved the structures of the social class,

it opened up prospects for further transformation of the state. The executive and
the judicial branches were introduced and
various aspects of the former system were
abolished.
Only two days after the Constitution had
been passed by the Polish Parliament, the
3rd of May was established as a national holiday, and subsequently it was suspended
for a long time due to the country’s partitioning for 123 years. It was reinstated after
Poland regained its freedom in 1918. After
World War II, in 1946, the communist aut-

horities forbade its public celebration, and
any attempts at manifestations were suppressed by the militia. In 1951 the holiday
was oﬃcially cancelled. Since 1990 the 3rd
of May Holiday has been celebrated again
as an oﬃcial statutory holiday in Poland.
Polish Constitution Day in Poland is widely
celebrated, more often than not in conjunction with the Flag Day occurring on 2nd of
May, and as a continuation of 1st May celebrations of the Labour Day. A particularly
solemn atmosphere can be observed during
the oﬃcial celebrations before the Tomb

of the Unknown Soldier at the Piłsudski
Square in Warsaw. These involve a military
parade, volleys of ordered ﬁre, a ceremonial
change of guards and the laying of wreaths.
Representatives of the highest Polish state
authorities, military authorities, clergy, as
well as from the diplomatic corps, veterans,
scouts and thousands of Warsaw residents
pay tribute to the accomplishment of eminent Poles.
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WORLDFESTIVAL PARADE BRUNSSUM
TICKETS AVAILABLE
Story by Jack van Oppen gemeente Brunssum

J

une 15th tickets for the fouryearly dance and music
oriented Worldfestival Parade Brunssum will oﬃcially go on sale. From this moment on
it will be possible to buy tickets for
the various performances during this
amazing festival.
Online, it will be possible to purchase tickets at: www.paradebrunssum.nl or scan te
qr-code on this page. Visitors will also be
able to buy tickets in Brunssum at the following locations: Paradewinkel (Kerkstraat
184); Adviesburo Van Oppen | Pelzer | Simons (Lindeplein 4h3); and Sigarenspeciaalzaak Hermans (Rumpenerstraat 5). The
VVV Zuid-Limburg presale addresses also
have tickets available.

Following much hard work the program for
all performances is now complete. This itinerary can be found on the website and at
the “Paradewinkel”. The “Brikke Oave” will
host a “gala performance” every evening.
In addition to performances from participating countries several local dance and
music ensembles will participate in these
gala shows. Tickets for the gala performances will cost €20. Visitors who love the
more traditional performances as shown
in previous years will be more than satisﬁed during the performances in the open
air theatre. Every evening, several folklore
groups will enter the covered stage in this
theatre. Tickets for these performances will
cost €15.

About Worldfestival
Parade Brunssum
Worldfestival Parade Brunssum is a festival hosted every four years and this year
takes place from the 14th to 20th of July.
About twenty folklore groups from across
the world will perform during this week of
festivities. The combination of these performances with many additional activities
in the “Vijverpark”, in the city center of
Brunssum, combines to make this a truly
world-class festival. The organization of
the Parade lies mainly in the hands of volunteers who are managed by eight board
members.

EVENTS CALENDAR

23 AUGUST - 25 FEBRUARY

25-27

AUGUST

ONE OF US
Levi Damoiseaux

Scan the qr-code for
more interesting
information about
the Netherlands

Since when have you
been working in JFCBS?
And what position do you
have?
I have been working within the JFCBS Headquarters as the VTC Coordinator and Audio/
Video specialist, within Conference Services,
since May 2011.

Tell us about your career.
I am working in the Audio Video Branch for 10
years now. I started as a “temporary” summer
holiday employee at an Audio Visual integration company in Heerlen. This quickly evolved
into a more serious job as I really enjoyed working with the newest Audio Video techniques
which continue to develop at an incredibly high
tempo. After a couple of years in the company,
where my knowledge of JFCBS grew as they
were one of our major customers, I applied for
the job in JFCBS Conference Services. Fortunately I was selected and the last ﬁve years
have ﬂown by. This is probably because I am
passionate about my work and thoroughly dedicated to it.

Tell us about your job and
what kind of challenges
you have to face.
Within Conference Services, which consist of
3 persons including me, we are responsible for
the Conference Rooms in JFCBS and all related functions i.e. scheduling, maintenance of
Audio/Visual equipment, and training of end
users. Besides these tasks I am also the VTC
coordinator for the HQ. In this respect I am
responsible for coordinating VTC connections
between this HQ and others throughout NATO.
Furthermore, I am the SME when it comes to
translating user requirements into technical
requirements whereby I work in close coordination with J6 and the NCI Agency.

What are your Hobbies?
Keeping ﬁt, snowboarding, spending time with
friends, attending Music Festivals and working
as a light-technician at events.

What do you like in your
job?
I like the rapid evolution of Audio/Video techniques. Because of this my work never gets
boring or repetitive as I have to continually learn emerging technical processes and become
quickly familiar with new capabilities. I also
like solving urgent problems and inventing fast
solutions when support packages to high level
events appear insuﬃcient.
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NATO SCULPTURE
RELOCATED
Composed by Ed Frieser
Source: www.nato.int

New NATO Headquarters on track for completion

O

n 28 October 1953, the
then NATO Secretary General, Lord Ismay, announced that the North
Atlantic Council had adopted a design for the oﬃcial NATO emblem.
He explained that the emblem could
be described as “a four-pointed star
representing the compass that keeps
us on the right road, the path of
peace, and a circle representing the
unity that binds together the 14 countries of NATO”. The blue background
represented the Atlantic Ocean and
the circle symbolised unity.
To celebrate NATO’s newly chosen emblem
for the ﬂag, a ceremony, actually NATO’s

26

ﬁrst oﬃcial ﬂag-raising ceremony, took
place at the Atlantic Exhibition, Esplanade
des Invalides, Paris, France on 9 November
1953.

Brussels
NATO Headquarters was initially based in
London, but the Headquarters moved to Paris in 1952. When NATO moved again from
Paris, France to Brussels, Belgium in 1967,
the current headquarters was intended to
be temporary, so the original construction
did not include considerations for exterior
décor. It was only after the North Atlantic
Council decided in late 1969 to make the
Brussels site a permanent home that the
question was raised of lending a prestigious

note to the empty courtyard of the main entrance. An initial proposal of constructing
a large weather-roof at the main entrance
was declined and NATO’s consultant architects were invited to come up with an alternative solution to embellish the forecourt,
now known as the Cour d’honneur. The
architects returned to the Council with proposals based on two completely diﬀerent
motifs: the ﬁrst motif was an architectural
structure of an abstract character while the
second motif was inspired by the NATO
emblem. For the latter proposal, Belgian
architect Raymond Huyberechts designed
a stylized compass “Rose des vents” cut
by two circles, representing the Old and
New Continent that would be made of preoxidised steel whose red-brown tint would

On 1 October 1971, Joseph Luns became the ﬁrst NATO Secretary General to take his photo with the Star

not be aﬀected by atmospheric agents. The
Council expressed their preference for this
proposal when the model was presented at
a meeting held on 17 March 1970.

New Location
The NATO sculpture was erected during
August 1971 and an inauguration reception
took place on 10 September 1971. On his
ﬁrst day in oﬃce, on 1 October 1971, Joseph
Luns became the ﬁrst NATO Secretary General to take his photo with the Star, unwittingly inaugurating a practice that would
become a popular activity for all visitors to
NATO headquarters. On 25 May 2016 the
NATO sculpture was relocated to the new
NATO Headquarters just across the street.

It was a careful and precise operation to
lift the 6 metric tonne monument from its
pedestal and move it across the street to its
new location. To minimize disruption to
the community, the sculpture was moved to
the new headquarters during the night, in
coordination with local authorities.

The new NATO
Headquarters
On 16 December 2010, the NATO Secretary
General Anders Fogh Rasmussen joined
the Belgian Prime Minister Yves Leterme
and the Belgian Defense Minister Pieter de
Crem, on the site of the new NATO Headquarters in Brussels to attend a ground-

breaking ceremony. The construction of
NATO’s new headquarters in Brussels, Belgium is on track for completion, with the
move scheduled to begin late 2016. The
building will house NATO’s International
Staﬀ, International Military Staﬀ, NATO
Agencies and the delegations of all NATO
members. The new headquarters provides
a catalyst for the transformation and revitalization of how the Organization functions. The building will also enable NATO
to reduce its headquarters’ environmental
impact and optimize energy consumption.
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FAMILY SUPPORT

MORALE
&WELFARE

FAMILY SUPPORT
FAMILY SUPPORT
& WELFARE
MORALE &MORALE
WELFARE
FAMILY SUPPORT

MORALE
&WELFARE

WHEN YOU WORK, WE WORK
WHEN YOU WORK, WE WORK
WHEN YOU PLAY, WE WORK HARDER
WHEN YOU PLAY, WE WORK HARDER
01 JUL
2016 FRI
1900
02 JUL
2016 SAT
1600
02 JUL
2016 SAT
1900
08 JUL
2016 FRI
1900
09 JUL
2016 SAT
1600
09 JUL
2016 SAT
1900
15 JUL
2016 FRI
1900
16 JUL
2016 SAT
1600
16 JUL
2016 SAT
1900
22 JUL
2016 FRI
1900
23 JUL
2016 SAT
1600
23 JUL
2016 SAT
1900
29 JUL
2016 FRI
1900
30 JUL
2016 SAT
1600
30 JUL
2016 SAT
1900

THE PURGE: ELECTION YEAR
Frank Grillo

105 min

Elizabeth Mitchell

THE BFG
Mark Rylance

115 min

Ruby Barnhill

THE SHALLOWS
Blake Lively

-- min

Oscar Jaenada

THE LEGEND OF TARZAN
Alexander Skarsgård

109 min

Margot Robbie

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS
Eric Stonestreet

90 min

Kevin Hart

MIKE AND DAVE NEED WEDDING DATES
Zac Efron

-- min

Anna Kendrick

GHOSTBUSTERS
Melissa McCarthy

-- min

Kristen Wiig

RATCHET & CLANK
Rosario Dawson

94 min

Paul Giamatti

SING STREET
Ferdia Walsh-Peelo

105 min

Aidan Gillen

LIGHTS OUT
Teresa Palmer

82 min

Gabriel Bateman

ICE AGE: COLLISION COURSE
Ray Romano

100 min

John Leguizamo

STAR TREK BEYOND
Idris Elba

-- min

Zoe Saldana

JASON BOURNE
Matt Damon

-- min

Julia Stiles

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS
Eric Stonestreet

90 min

Kevin Hart

BAD MOMS
Mila Kunis
Kristen Bell

-- min

WOODSTOCK

D

uring
the
summer
months the open air theatre in Valkenburg brings
cultural history, art and
nature together, and this creates a
unique experience. In June, July
and August the theatre oﬀers a varied programme with (inter)national
artists and musicians. The impressive rock formation was turned into
a theatre in 1916, and it is the oldest
and most beautiful open air theatre
in The Netherlands. It is popularly
called the ‘Heksenkeuken’ (the Wit-

ches’ Kitchen), which refers to the
Goat Riders (a gang of bandits from
the eighteenth century). There’s a
stand ﬁt for 800 people in the shape
of an amphitheatre. This ensures that
everyone has a good view and will be
able to hear everything.
One of the performances planned is the
Woodstock Music Festival, that is considered to be the most important and famous
event of the ﬂower-power time! The show
refers to a time when rock found a new
sound and a new direction. It tells us the

story of people who were absolutely not
aware of the fact that they were making
history! It is also the story of the society of
1969, of the hippie culture and of the differences in society.
With songs from artists like Janis Joplin,
CCR, Crosby, Stills & Nash, The Who, Joe
Cocker and many more Woodstock revelations!
Circle 100 is giving away 2 free tickets for
Woodstock on the 20th August.
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Win Tickets for

Winners

WOODSTOCK

SPARKASSENPARK
OPEN AIR

•
We have 2 tickets for the concert
•
In order to win the tickets, please answer the following question:
•
Quiz Question: How is the open air theatre in Valkenburg called?
Fill in this coupon and send it to PAO, or send an e-mail to pao@jfcbs.nato.int,
before 22 July 2016.
•
For NATO ID card holders only
•
The winners will be announced in the next edition of the Northern Star
Answer:

Division:

Full name:

Extension:

The Northern Star congratulates the
lucky winners of the last contest.
Tickets won by:
Dan Kisters
Annette Erkens

J1 (Civ) NLD B4
AIS German
Kindergarten

BOOK REVIEW

EMPIRE OF FEAR:
INSIDE THE ISLAMIC STATE

What does Islamic State (Isis) want? Why
does it kill so many people? Where is its
money coming from? What is life like for
the millions already under its control? BBC
Radio 4 reporter Andrew Hosken has set out
to answer questions that have confounded so
many of us and opens with a startling map
of the new world order as conceived by Isis.
Spain, Greece, the rest of the Balkans, India
and the top half of Africa are painted black
because under Isis plans, they will all form
part of a greater ultra-strict caliphate within
the next ﬁve years. Isis is, after all, already
stretching its tentacles into Libya and Tunisia – both only a short boat ride away from
Europe’s back door.

and theft” is, as Hosken explains, “simply a
means to one overpowering obsession – to
destroy nation states, seize territory and
build a caliphate from the ashes.” There is
even a professionally-produced 268-page
manual on how to achieve a vast Islamic state through extreme violence and organised
brutality entitled The Management of Savagery.

So conﬁdent and intricately planned is the
Isis strategy that it makes al-Qaeda now
seem almost moderate. The Isis game plan
(supremely well-ﬁnanced by the region’s
vast oil supplies and industrial-scale criminal extortion) is horrifyingly immediate and
linear. “Every atrocity, torture, assassination

Hosken is a valiant guide through the baﬀling complexities of the Middle East cauldron. True, his departures from a strict
chronological order – no doubt designed
to maximise dramatic eﬀect – occasionally
make an already complex story more so. But
Hosken is writing about a constantly evolving threat and his obvious integrity and
command of the subject go a very long way
in explaining the inexplicable. Perhaps to
understand Isis is eventually to defeat it. If
so, Hosken deserves much credit for an enlightening if frightening read.

We focus on cars.
The Volkswagen & Audi specialists in the Tri-Border region.
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We are looking forward to your visit:

Animal Hotel Abdissenbosch
The address where your pets feels at home

Daycare

New cat-place where your cat can move freely.
Roomy outside place, playgrounds, central heated.
Grooming salon, also D-I-Y washsalon for pets.
Opening hours: Mo-Sa 08.00-12.00 and 16.00-19.00
Sundays and holidays closed for bringing in or picking-up.
Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374 AH Landgraaf • Tel +31 (0)45 531 72 17
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English)
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Karl-Heinz Purrio
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Audi Zentrum Aachen
Jacobs Automobile GmbH & Co. KG
Zweigniederlassung Geilenkirchen
Landstraße 48+50 - 52511 Geilenkirchen
Tel.: +49 (0)2451-98700
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