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EDITORIAL
A new (Northern) Star is born!
Dear readers,
You may have already noticed that a new ‘Northern Star’ was born
on the occasion of the July special edition issue: in fact, the recent
celebration of the Allied Joint Force Command’s 50th anniversary
in Brunssum was a great opportunity for the renewal of our
magazine. Two months ago we started a new course in order to
face new challenges ahead: with a team effort at the Public Affairs
Office we developed new ideas and started new projects in order
to deliver to you, every month, a magazine that aims at meeting
your expectations and interests, with interesting stories matching
the best quality in images we can possibly provide.
As you can see, every month we are now identifying a main focus
topic, with more pages and a deeper insight, complemented by
the usual ‘joint’ view on security issues in Brunssum’s area of
responsibility and stories from the single service commands
and Resolute Support Mission. National Armed Forces articles
will keep informing you about how the NATO member nations
represented in our HQ contribute to the Alliance, while the local
community events, cultural and historical topics related to this
region and to our Host nation - the Netherlands - will still be
among our priorities; but new initiatives are upcoming as well.

Be the voice of your branch, service or nation, tell us interesting
stories, send us your pictures! Or simply give us your feedback!
Whatever your contribution is, we will value it. Feel free to write
to the Chief Editor or to pao@jfcbs.nato.int.
And now let me finally present the highlights of this month’s
edition of the Northern Star:
NATO’s enhanced Forward Presence - now that all the battlegroups
are fully operational - as the main focus topic, AWACS celebrating
35 years in Geilenkirchen, this summer’s main exercises in
Northern Europe, an overview of the Dutch Armed Forces and our
Chief of Staff’s farewell - a great opportunity to look back at what
the HQ has done in the last 3 years -, and much more.
The famous Spanish surrealist artist Salvador Dalì used to say
“I prefer to remember the future”: in this spirit, while looking at
what is ahead, I would like to invite all of you to enjoy the August/
September issue of the ‘new’ Northern Star!

Nowadays pictures are part of our life and have become more and
more important, one picture often speaks more than a thousand
words, and that’s why we are also looking for quality in the photos
we are publishing and we are planning to leave even more space
to visual storytelling in the future, to keep up with the modern
way of communicating.
In order to achieve this overall ambitious goal - producing a
magazine close to your interests and expectations - we have
already expanded our editorial staff to include all the Public
Affairs Office, but we are aware that the key to success will be you,
the readers: we need you to feel involved in this project, to support
us and to contribute with your knowledge, experience or skills.

OFFICIAL VOLVO MILITARY/DIPLOMAT SALES AGENT
NATO AIRBASE GEILENKIRCHEN, U.S. ARMY GARRISSON SCHINNEN & JFC BRUNSSUM

Frank Warda, Colonel (DEU Army)
Chief Public Affairs Office JFC Brunssum
Editorial Director of the Northern Star
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NATIONALITIES SERVING NATO
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COMMAND GROUP CORNER
The Chief of Staff
THANK YOU AND GOODBYE!
As I prepare to hand-over as Chief of Staff
at Headquarters Joint Force Command
Brunssum, I have reflected on the many
changes in the headquarters during my
tour. My arrival happened to coincide
with the conclusion of the NATO Summit
in Wales, in September 2014. Since then,
a multitude of operations, planning and
support-related tasks have crossed my desk
or been discussed in my office – too many
to mention in full. I will therefore focus on
three main personal highlights.
First, I have witnessed the continual
evolution of NATO’s mission in Afghanistan
– RESOLUTE SUPPORT – where the lead
for combat operations has transferred to
the Afghan National Defence and Security
Forces and NATO’s role is to train, assist
and advise. In its out-of-theatre role, this
headquarters has continued to provide
first-rate support to the Afghan mission,
which remains a priority task. Secondly, I
have also been privileged to be part of our
increasing regional focus in the northern
region and, through your efforts, much has
been achieved to enhance our situational
awareness, cultivate our relationships with
other operational headquarters, and extend
our outreach. Thirdly, and even more
personal to me has been our contribution
to deterrence and defence along NATO’s
eastern flank, including Poland.
Following the NATO Summit in Wales,
and with close linkages with our colleagues
in Multinational Corps North-East, we
successfully implemented a series of
Assurance Measures to reinforce our
support to our Baltic Allies and introduced
an adapted and tailored training programme
to support the new concept for the NATO
Response Force, including the Very High
Readiness Joint Task Force. Only one year

after the NATO Summit in Warsaw, in 2016,
we then successfully played a crucial role of
putting in place all key deliverables which
led to a fully operational Multinational
Corps, in Szczecin; this was followed by the
setting up of Multinational Division NorthEast and four enhanced Forward Presence
battlegroups. Working with SHAPE, these
have been colossal tasks in which you, the
Brunssum staff, has been instrumental to
every stage of the implementation process.
As both your Chief of Staff and a Polish
national, I thank you.
It was once said that change never stands
still, and this is true. On the back of
many external studies looking to seek
organizational or procedural reform within
Allied Command Operations, in the last
three years, I know that such changes are
likely to continue, particularly as NATO
refines its ongoing work to develop an
Adapted NATO Command Structure.
This will most likely test your flexibility
once more as this headquarters, and other
entities, will be required to adapt further,
to reflect modified roles and functions to
meet new and emerging challenges in the
strategic environment.
I hand over to Lieutenant General Olivier
Rittimann, who arrives having previously
served at SHAPE as the National Military
Representative for France. I would like to
wish him all the best in his appointment
as the headquarters heads towards
Exercise TRIDENT JAVELIN 2017 and
its certification for NATO Response Force
2018. This only leaves me to thank every
one of you for the full and continuous
support I have enjoyed during my tour. It
has been a real privilege for me to be your
Chief of Staff at this important time and
to share in our collective achievements

as part of the Brunssum team. I will take
away many good memories and enduring
friendships from my time in NATO and
local communities.
My wife, Arletta, and I would like to bid you
all a very fond farewell and to wish you and
your families our very best wishes for the
future. May all of your dreams come true,
except for one, and that is – you should
always have something to strive for! Thank
you and Goodbye.
Lieutenant General Janusz Adamczak
Allied JFC Brunssum Chief of Staff
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ENHANCED FORWARD PRESENCE:
BOOSTING NATO’S FOOTPRINT IN THE EAST

Story by JFC Brunssum Public Affairs Office

O

ver
the
last
three
years the Alliance has
carried out the biggest
reinforcement
of
its
collective defence in a generation.
An important component of
NATO’s strengthened deterrence
and defence posture is military
presence in the eastern part of its
territory: Allies implemented the
2016 Warsaw Summit decisions
to establish NATO’s enhanced
forward presence in the three
Baltic States and Poland, as well
as a tailored forward presence in
the Black Sea region.
As of June 2017, after 5 months since
the first deployments of troops and
equipment started, NATO has completed
the enhancement of its forward presence at
the eastern flank of the Alliance, with four
multinational battalion-size battlegroups
fully established in Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania and Poland.
These
battlegroups
are
robust,
multinational,
combat-ready
forces
which demonstrate the strength of the
transatlantic bond, sending the clear and
tangible message that an attack on one Ally
would be considered an attack on the whole
Alliance.
These forces are defensive, proportionate
and in line with international commitments,
their purpose is deterrence in order to
prevent conflict and preserve peace, but
they are capable of combat, if necessary,
to demonstrate that Allies stand united,
determined to defend NATO territory and
deter any possible aggression.
Fully deployed in June 2017 with the
fourth battlegroup in Latvia, NATO’s
enhanced forward presence comprises
about 4,500 troops-strong multinational
forces provided by framework nations and
other contributing Allies on a voluntary,
fully sustainable and rotational basis.
These battlegroups operate in concert
with national home defence forces and are
present at all times in the host countries,
training and operating with partner
brigades.
Each battlegroup is different, expressing
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a balanced mix of capabilities provided by
the various national contingents under the
lead of the framework nations.
Canada, Germany, the United Kingdom and
the United States are the framework nations
for the robust multinational presence in
Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia and Poland
respectively.
Other Allies are contributing to these forces
for 2017: Albania, Italy, Poland, Slovenia
and Spain contribute to the Canadian-led
battlegroup in Latvia;

Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands
and Norway have joined the Germanled battlegroup in Lithuania; France
contributes to the UK-led battlegroup
in Estonia; and Romania and the
United Kingdom have joined the US-led
battlegroup in Poland.
The forces change regularly, in accordance
with the deployment procedures of the
individual contributing nations.
Enhanced
forward
presence
forces

ENHANCED
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As all four battlegroups have now completed their deployments
and the first rotations of troops have already taken place, it’s time
for a comprehensive overview of the Alliance’s enhanced Forward
Presence in the Baltic States and Poland

North Atlantic Treaty Organization
Factsheet

MULTINATIONAL CORPS
NORTHEAST
Status:	Headquarters of Forces of
High Readiness (Land)
Command and Control:	Operational Control by Supreme
Headquarters Allied Powers Europe/JFC Brunssum
Supervising authority:
Commander:
Framework Nations:

Corps Committee
Lt. Gen. Manfred Hofmann
Denmark, Germany and Poland

Participating Nations:	Belgium, Canada, Croatia, Czech
Republic, Estonia, FInland, France,
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway,
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spain, Sweden, Turkey, UK, USA
Number of personnel:
Location:

445
Szczecin (Poland)

Commander:

are complemented by the necessary
logistics and infrastructure to support
pre-positioning and to facilitate rapid
reinforcement.
The four battlegroups are under
NATO command, performed by Joint
Force Command Brunssum through
the
Multinational
Corps
Northeast
Headquarters in Szczecin and soon also the
recently established Multinational Division
Northeast in Elblag, both located in Poland.

Bg. Gen. Krzysztof Motacki

Framework Nation:

Poland

Participating
Nations:	Canada,
CzechPresence
Republic, Estonia,
NATO’s
Enhanced
Forward

The table below illustrates national contributions to the four battlegroups. The personnel and forces numbers
are based on information provided directly from the individual contributing nations and may include forces
deployed in a support role for enhanced forward presence. They should be taken as indicative as they change
Factsheetregularly, in accordance with the deployment procedures of the individual contributing nations.
May 2017

Battlegroup led by the United Kingdom,
operating with Estonian forces in Tapa, Estonia

Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Lithu-

NATO is enhancing its forward presenceania,
in the Poland,
eastern part Romania,
of the Alliance,Slovakia,
with four multinational
Spain,
Turkey,
USA and
battlegroups in Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania
and Poland,
on a rotational
basis.United
These battlegroups, led by
the United Kingdom, Canada, GermanyKingdom
and the United States respectively, will be robust, multinational,
and combat-ready, demonstrating the strength of the transatlantic bond. Their presence makes clear that
personnel:
an Number
attack on oneofAlly
will be considered220
an attack on the whole Alliance. These forces form part of the
biggest reinforcement of NATO’s collective defence in a generation, which also includes an enhanced
Elblag (Poland)
presence in the Black Location:
Sea region.
The table below illustrates national contributions to the four battlegroups. The personnel and forces numbers
are based on information provided directly from the individual contributing nations and may include forces
deployed in a support role for enhanced forward presence. They should be taken as indicative as they change
regularly, in accordance with the deployment procedures of the individual contributing nations.

Allied Joint Force Command
Brunssum’s area of responsibility
Allied Joint Force Command Naples’
area of responsibility

NATO is enhancing its forward presence in the eastern part of the Alliance, with four multinational
battlegroups in Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland, on a rotational basis. These battlegroups, led by
the United Kingdom, Canada, Germany and the United States respectively, will be robust, multinational,
and combat-ready, demonstrating the strength of the transatlantic bond. Their presence makes clear that
an attack on one Ally will be considered an attack on the whole Alliance. These forces form part of the
biggest reinforcement of NATO’s collective defence in a generation, which also includes an enhanced
presence in the Black Sea region.

Status:	Headquarters of Forces (Land) initial capability achieved July 2017
Command and Control:	Operational Control by Supreme
Headquarters Allied Powers EuNorth Atlantic Treaty Organization
rope/JFC Brunssum

Contributor
United Kingdom

France

Battlegroup led by the United Kingdom,
operating with Estonian forces in Tapa, Estonia
Contributor
United Kingdom

France

Contributor
Canada
Contributor
Germany

Troops
800

Forces
• 1 x armoured infantry Battalion in armoured
fighting vehicles, complemented with main battle
tanks and self-propelled artillery
• Mobility engineers, ISR (incl. Tactical UAV) and
support elements
300
• 1 x armoured infantry Company in armoured
fighting vehicles
• Embedded elements of cavalry, engineers, artillery
and support elements
Approximate total troop number: 1100

Battlegroup led by Canada,
operating
with Latvian
in Adazi, Latvia
Battlegroup
ledforces
by Germany,
Forces
operating withTroops
Lithuanian
forces in Rukla, Lithuania

Albania
Italy
Belgium
Poland
Luxembourg
Slovenia
Netherlands
Spain
Norway

May 2017

NATO’s Enhanced Forward Presence

MULTINATIONAL DIVISION
NORTHEAST

• 1 x mechanised infantry Battalion in armoured
Forces
vehicles
• 1fighting
x armoured
infantry Battalion in armoured
• fighting
Reconnaissance
and Support
elements
vehicles Platoon
complemented
with main
battle
tanks and
self-propelled
18
Mobility
(EOD)
engineersartillery
•1 Mobility
engineers,
ISRCompany
(incl. Tactical
UAV) and
160
x mechanised
infantry
in armoured
supportvehicles
elements
fighting
100
Support
160
1 x Tankelements
Company and support elements
22
Integrated
intoBiological,
the Belgium
Support elements
50
1 x Chemical,
Radiological
and Nuclear
and support
250-270
1Platoon
x armoured
infantryelements
Company in armoured fighting
vehicles
300
• 1 x mechanised infantry Company in armoured
vehicles
200
1 xfighting
Combined
arms Company - armoured
• Mobility
engineers and support elements
Approximate total
troop number:1022
Approximate total troop number: 1138

Troops
800

Forces
• 1 x armoured infantry Battalion in armoured
fighting vehicles, complemented with main battle
tanks and self-propelled artillery
• Mobility engineers, ISR (incl. Tactical UAV) and
support elements
300
• 1 x armoured infantry Company in armoured
fighting vehicles
• Embedded elements of cavalry, engineers, artillery
and support elements
Approximate total troop number: 1100

Battlegroup led by Canada,
operating with Latvian forces in Adazi, Latvia
Contributor
Canada
Contributor
Albania
Germany
Italy
Poland
Slovenia
Belgium
Spain
Luxembourg
Netherlands
Norway

450
Troops
450

Troops
450

Forces
• 1 x mechanised infantry Battalion in armoured

Battlegroup led
by Germany,
fighting
vehicles
operating with Lithuanian forces in Rukla, Lithuania

• Reconnaissance Platoon and Support elements
Forces
Mobility (EOD) engineers
• 1 x armoured infantry Battalion in armoured
1 x mechanised infantry Company in armoured
fighting vehicles complemented with main battle
fighting vehicles
tanks and self-propelled artillery
160
1 x Tank Company and support elements
• Mobility engineers, ISR (incl. Tactical UAV) and
50
1 xsupport
Chemical,
Biological, Radiological and Nuclear
elements
Platoon and support elements
100
Support elements
300
• 1 x mechanised infantry Company in armoured
22
Integrated into the Belgium Support elements
fighting vehicles
250-270
1 x armoured infantry Company in armoured fighting
• Mobility engineers and support elements
vehicles
Approximate total troop number: 1138
200
1 x Combined arms Company - armoured
Approximate total troop number:1022
Troops
18
450
160

Battlegroup led by the United States,
operating with Polish forces in Orzysz (Bemowo Piskie), Poland
Contributor
United States

Romania
United Kingdom

Troops
1000

Forces
• 1 x mechanised infantry Battalion in armoured
fighting vehicles complemented with towed artillery
• Support elements
120
1 x Ground-based Air Defence Battery and support
elements
150
1 x Reconnaissance Squadron and support elements
Approximate total troop number: 1270

Battlegroup led by the United States,

The table
above
illustrates
national
contributions
to the four battlegroups. The forces and personnel
operating
with Polish
forces in
Orzysz (Bemowo
Piskie), Poland
total troop
number for all fournations
battlegroups (As
of 9 may
May 2017): 4530
numbers
are based Troops
on information
provided directly from theApproximate
individual
contributing
and
Contributor
Forces
include
forces
deployed
in
a
support
role
for
enhanced
forward presence. They should be taken as
United States
1000
• 1 x mechanised infantry Battalion in armoured
indicative as they change regularly,
in accordance with the deployment procedures of the individual
fighting vehicles complemented with towed artillery
contributing nations.
Romania

120

United Kingdom

150

• Support elements
1 x Ground-based Air Defence Battery and support
elements
1 x Reconnaissance Squadron and support elements
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JFC BRUNSSUM’S APPROACH TO
ENHANCED FORWARD PRESENCE

Story by JFC Brunssum Stratcom Office

llied Joint Force Command
Brunssum’s activities have
officially expanded this
year: the headquarters is
now in command of NATO’s latest
endeavour,
enhanced
Forward
Presence, consisting of land assets
deployed to the Baltic States and
Poland, with air and sea assets
in support.
NATO has selected
JFC Brunssum to exercise overall
operational command. In the words
of JFC Brunssum’s Commanding
General, Salvatore Farina, enhanced
Forward Presence and its associated
forces “demonstrate the Alliance’s
readiness and resolve to deter and
defend, representing not just four
battlegroups, but the whole of NATO
in a unity of effort”.
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In response to a changed security
environment the twenty nine nations
of NATO committed to stand ready to
guarantee the territorial integrity of NATO
members on the Alliance’s eastern border.
In the lead are the four framework nations:
Great Britain in Estonia, Canada in Latvia,
Germany in Lithuania, and the United
States in Poland.
Training together with host nation troops,
the land component of enhanced Forward
Presence consists of four multinational
Battlegroups that execute a rigorous series
of defensively-oriented exercises. Invited
by the respective host nations, these forces
also conduct community outreach events,
making them visible to the host nation
populations and demonstrating additional

commitment to their security.
NATO
Force Integration Units (NFIUs), which
are joint NATO and host nation entities,
help to integrate additional capabilities and
follow-on forces, should the need for this
arise. NFIUs support enhanced Forward
Presence by facilitating troop rotations and
also display a permanent NATO presence in
their host countries.
Even though land forces activities on the
ground have attracted most attention
due to a higher visibility to the general
public, NATO air assets are also present
in force. Baltic Air Policing supports
enhanced Forward Presence by monitoring
airspace over the Baltic States and Poland.
Currently, a Spanish contingent operating
F-18 fighters flies out of Ämari Air Base in
Estonia and a Polish contingent operating

F16 fighters flies out of Šiauliai Air Base
in Lithuania.
Flying in challenging
weather conditions over the eastern
Baltic, these nations continue to execute
their monitoring mission. Belgian and
American aircraft and crews will replace the
Spaniards and Poles later this year. Though
the actual aircraft remain the most visible
component of air operations, several NATO
Air Command and bilateral air defence
events exercise this capability in support of
enhanced Forward Presence.
In the Baltic Sea, the NATO Standing
Naval Force maintains a continuous
presence, contributing to JFC Brunssum’s
overall maritime situational awareness
and ensuring the sea remains available as
a medium through which to support the
enhanced Forward Presence Battle Groups.
In May, NATO naval assets escorted a

merchant vessel carrying the Norwegian
contingent’s equipment for deployment to
Lithuania. NATO member states remain
engaged with Sweden and Finland through
bilateral maritime exercises on a national
basis.
As General Farina remarked earlier this
year during the deployment ceremony
of the German Battlegroup to Lithuania,
NATO’s all domains approach integrating
land, air, and sea, “demonstrates NATO’s
commitment and resolve to defend the
people of its member states against any
possible aggression” while “avoiding
provocation and preventing escalation”.
Operating jointly, we enhance our effects, or
as the Commander says, “more together”!
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Not just four battlegroups, not only land forces: NATO’s latest
endeavour is part of a bigger and more complex picture that requires
a joint, all-domains approach

Opposite:
Polish tanks in Bemowo Piskie training
area move to their fighting positions during
multinational field training exercise Saber
Strike 17 (Photocredit: U.S. DoD DVIDs)
Above:
Assets in all domains contribute to
effectiveness of eFP forces on the ground:
Air - enhanced Baltic Air Policing, to
safeguard the Alliance´s air space at all
times
Land - A helicopter provides air mobility
of troops to project capabilities wherever
needed
Sea - A NATO warship escorts a merchant
vessel transporting eFP equipment along
sea lines of communication in the Baltic
Sea
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EFP BATTLEGROUP IN LITHUANIA

Framework Nation: Germany
Contributing Nations: Belgium,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway
Host Nation Partner Brigade:
Iron Wolf Brigade (Lithuanian Army)
Location: Rukla (Lithuania)
Battlegroup Commander:
Lt. Col. Thorsten Gensler
Welcome Ceremony:
7 February 2017
Full operational capability:
since June 2017

Rukla, Lithuania - The German-led
battlegroup was the first to deploy this
winter, with the German core battalion and
troops from Belgium and the Netherlands
on the ground in the Lithuanian Training
Regiment in Rukla already in early
February.
The troops were welcomed on February 7
in a ceremony hosted by the President of
Lithuania, the German Minister of Defense
and Commander JFC Brunssum, who
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pointed out that eFP forces ‘demonstrate
the Alliance’s readiness and resolve to deter
and defend’.
Contingents from Norway and Luxembourg
joined the battlegroup over the following
months, lifting the total amount of troops
to about 1,200 and therefore achieving
the full capability before the summer. The
spring has seen the battlegroup training
and operating together with their partner
brigade, Iron Wolf, taking part in several

exercises in Lithuania and in the other
Baltic states, with exercise Iron Wolf
being the most important one, part of the
US-led Exercise Saber Strike conducted
in the Baltic states and Poland. Several
participations of the troops in local events
have contributed to the integration in the
local community. This battlegroup is also
the first to have undergone a rotation of
troops in early August.
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EFP BATTLEGROUP IN POLAND

Framework Nation: USA
Contributing Nations:
Romania, United Kingdom
Host Nation Partner Brigade:
15th Mechanised Brigade
(Polish Army)
Location: Bemowo Piskie (Poland)
Battlegroup Commander:
Lt. Col. Christopher L’Heureux
Welcome Ceremony:
13 April 2017
Full operational capability:
since May 2017

Bemowo Piskie, Poland - The USled battlegroup operating in Poland was
the second to be officially established,
two months after the one in Lithuania,
deploying troops in early April and getting
to Orszyz before Easter.
On April 13, General Scaparrotti (SACEUR),
saluted the eFP battlegroup, made up of
U.S., U.K. and Romanian troops, during a
welcome ceremony hosted by the President

of the Polish Republic, who emphasized how
‘generations of Polish people have waited
for this moment since the end of the Second
World War’. Also the Minister of Defense of
Poland and the Commander JFC Brunssum
attended the ceremony. The battlegroup,
which includes air defence, light cavalry
and other support units, has been operating
and training together with the 15th Polish
Mechanized Brigade in the Bemowo Pinkie
training area, reaching quickly a good level

of integration before taking part in exercise
Saber Strike which was the first testbed for
the interoperability of all eFP battlegroups.
Very active in participating in events with
the local community, this battlegroup has
also completed a first rotation with Lt.
Col. Gventer handing over command of
the battlegroup to his successor Lt. Col.
Christopher L’Heureux.
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ENHANCED
FORWARD
PRESENCE

EFP BATTLEGROUP IN ESTONIA

Framework Nation:
United Kingdom
Troop Contributing Nations:
France
Host Nation Partner Brigade:
1st Infantry Brigade (Estonian
Defence Forces)
Location: Tapa (Estonia)
Battlegroup Commander:
Colonel Giles Harris
Welcome Ceremony:
20 April 2017
Full operational capability:
since May 2017

Tapa, Estonia - The UK-led battlegroup
operating in Estonia deployed troops
and equipment to Tapa since the end
of March and was welcomed on 20
April during a ceremony hosted by the
President and Minister of Defence of
Estonia, with the participation of the
Ministers of Defence from the UK and
Denmark (contributing from 2018) and
the French Ambassador, who signed a
joint declaration on the establishment
of an enhanced Forward Presence in
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Estonia. Also attending the ceremony
Deputy SACEUR and Commander JFC
Brunssum, who underlined that ‘the
establishment of the four battlegroups,
clearly demonstrates NATO solidarity and
the capability of the Alliance to adapt to the
changed security environment’.
The battlegroup is comprised of circa
1100 UK and French troops and since the
deployment was complete it hast been
training and operating together with the

First Infantry Brigade of the Estonian
Defense Forces. Main training events were
represented by exercises Spring Storm
and Saber Strike, and several were the
opportunities to interact with the local
community and participate in Estonian
national celebrations such as the Victory
Day and National celebrations. The first
troop rotation have taken place in early
August.

ENHANCED
FORWARD
PRESENCE

EFP BATTLEGROUP IN LATVIA

Framework Nation: Canada
Contributing Nations: Albania,
Italy, Poland, Slovenia, Spain
Host Nation Partner Brigade:
Latvian Land Forces Infantry Brigade
Location: Camp Ādaži (Latvia)
Battlegroup Commander:
Lt.Col. Wade Rutland
Welcome Ceremony:
19 June 2017
Full operational capability:
27 August 2017

Ādaži, Latvia - The Canadian-led
battlegroup, comprising about 1150 troops
from six nations, is the fourth battlegroup
to deploy. The battlegroup arrived in
Latvia in early June 2017, which marked
the completion of the enhanced Forward
Presence forces’ deployment less than one
year after the Warsaw Summit where Allies
committed to reinforce NATO’s Eastern
flank.
The battlegroup was welcomed at an official
ceremony at Camp Ādaži on June 19, 2017,

attended by Latvia’s President, Raimonds
Vejonis, and the NATO Secretary General,
Jens Stoltenberg, who underlined in his
speech that eFP forces send the clear
message that NATO stands as one, with
more than 4000 well-trained and wellequipped troops deployed and sharing the
common purpose of defending Allies from
aggression. The battlegroup has been taking
part in smaller training exercises since
June, leading up to the certification exercise
which took place from August 21 - 27, 2017,

after which the full operational capability
of the fourth and last eFP battlegroup
was achieved. Working as part of the
Latvian Land Forces Infantry Brigade, the
multinational enhanced Forward Presence
Battlegroup will be flexible, interoperable,
and responsive to the evolving security
environment.
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ENHANCED
FORWARD
PRESENCE

ATLANTIC COUNCIL FREEDOM AWARDS 2017
The prize for individuals and extraordinary organizations defending and
promoting the this universal cause this year goes to eFP forces

General Farina
receiving the
award on behalf
of enhanced
Forward
Presence
forces, sharing
it with the
Battlegroups
commanders

Story by JFC Brunssum Public Affairs Office

W

arsaw,
Poland
During
the
2017
Global Forum held
in the Polish capital
on 6-7 July the Atlantic Council
presented an award to NATO forces
in central and eastern Europe.
The Freedom Award 2017, meant
for
individuals
and
extraordinary
organizations defending and promoting the
cause of freedom worldwide - awarded the
establishment, by NATO, of the “enhanced
Forward Presence “(eFP) in the Baltic
countries and Poland, decided at the
Warsaw Summit last year.
During the Forum, whose first edition
in 2009 commemorated the twentieth
anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall,
the Atlantic Council presented the award
to General Salvatore Farina, commander
of the Allied JFC of Brunssum, on behalf
of eFP forces of which he is responsible
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for operational control. The award was
presented by General Jones, former
Supreme
Allied
Command
Europe
(SACEUR) and former Advisor of the US
National Security Council.
Thanking the Atlantic Council for the
prestigious award, General Farina wanted
to share the prize with the framework and
contributing nations of the battlegroups,
as well as the host nations, who devoted
personnel and equipment to the initiative.
The General then underlined the role of
the commanders, men and women of the
four multinational battlegroups operating
in the Baltic States and Poland, which
demonstrate the Alliance’s determination
to promote a non-escalatory defensive
attitude, always open to dialogue, and of
the Supreme Allied Commander Europe
which provides clear strategic guidelines.
Other Freedom Awards for 2017 delivered
by the Atlantic Council during the Global
Forum, included the one in memory of

Zbigniew Brzezinski, received by his son
Ian, recognizing his father’s efforts for
freedom and democracy in Poland and the
Eastern European countries.
The Global forum focused on transatlantic
relations, American energy, economic and
military support, NATO’s present and
future role, and the new defense reform
related to the Polish armed forces. Latvian
Defense Minister Raimonds Bergmanis,
Ian Brzezinski, Member of the Atlantic
Council, Tomasz Szatkowskivice, Polish
Defense Minister and General Salvatore
Farina participated in the section about the
role of the Atlantic Alliance and the security
of Northeastern Europe .

A new Headquarters in the very heart of NATO’s deterrence
and defence posture in the Baltic states and Poland

E

LAND

MULTINATIONAL DIVISION
NORTHEAST INAUGURATED

Story by JFC Brunssum Public Affairs Office

lblag,
Poland
Commander
Allied
Joint Force Command
Brunssum,
General
Salvatore
Farina,
witnessed
the
inauguration
ceremony
for NATO’s new Multinational
Division North-East (MND-NE).

“With the acquisition of the HQ’s Initial
Capability of the Multinational Division in
Poland, the Alliance’s deterrent capacity has
increased in order to guarantee security and
protection in the region - ‘One for all, all for
one’!” the General stated.The Division staff
is established under the command of Polish
Brigadier general Krzysztof Motacki and is
comprised of around 300 soldiers from 14

nations: Canada, Czech Republic, Estonia,
Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, Turkey,
USA and United Kingdom. MND NE will be
the responsible hub for all four enhanced
Forward Presence (eFP) Battle Groups,
especially focusing on coordination
of training, maintaining of situational
awareness and strategic communication.
Poland plays an important role in delivering
the set of resources agreed during the recent
NATO Summits from Wales and Warsaw
hosting the Multinational Corps NorthEast, located in Szczecin, and now also
the MND-NE, located in Elblag. These are
the two permanent headquarters enabling
NATO executing command and control
over more than 4000 troops of NATO’s

enhanced Forward Presence deployment.
General Farina further more emphasized
the defensive and proportionate nature of
NATO’s measures.
While being a host nation for one of the
eFP Battle Groups and the mentioned
Headquarters on Division and Corps
level , Poland is deploying its assets also
to another eFP Battle Group in Latvia
and concomitantly sending its troops to
Romania in the framework of Tailored
Forward Presence (tFP).
Above: Formal moments from the
Inauguration ceremony in
Elblag on 3 July
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AWACS CELEBRATE 35TH ANNIVERSARY
IN GEILENKIRCHEN

Story by Staff Sgt. Alexandra M. Longfellow
Photos by E-3A Component Public Affairs Office

I

t’s been 35 years since the
NATO AWACS first landed at
Geilenkirchen Air Base in Germany, marking the start of a
new era in airspace surveillance.
One July 1 and 2, the gates of the airbase
were opened to approximately 37,000
guests to mark this special occasion. This
was a unique opportunity for the public to
have an idea of what goes on behind the
gates and provided some insight into the
E-3A Component’s history, aircraft and
daily operations.

The 35th Anniversary aircraft was of course
in the spotlight during the celebrations
with long lines of eager people waiting to
see what is inside and why the AWACS is
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so special to NATO. Each NATO nation
that is represented at Geilenkirchen also
provided food, drinks and even music as
their speciality of their nation. More than
60 aircraft were on display for guests to
walk through, sit in and talk to the aircrew
of those aircraft. Guests of the airbase also
enjoyed a varied entertainment program.
On the evening of June 29, paid guests were
able to witness the Großer Zapfenstreich
(Grand Tattoo). This is performed by
pipes and drums and a military band,
accompanied by two platoons under arms
and torchbearers. The Zapfenstreich is
performed only during national celebrations
to honor distinguished persons present at
such special events.
Members of the public were also invited
to a Fliegerparty on June 30. For this

purpose, the Hangar 2, in which an AWACS
is normally serviced, has been converted
into a party location. More than 5,000
people who were interested in dance and
celebration could experience a very special
flair. Over 150 individually controlled
and color-changeable headlights created
an impressive atmosphere, in which the
musicians and audiences alike put into the
scenes.

Presenting the 35th Anniversary
E-3A
In commemoration of the NATO E-3A
Component’s 35thAnniversary, an Airborne
Warning and Control System (AWACS)
aircraft was unveiled on Monday, June 12,
2017 sporting a new look.

NATO E-3A Component - The alliance’s
“Guardian Eyes in the Sky” - celebrated 35 years in the German air base
with a ceremony and an open day to the public presenting dozens of air frames

”The special painted AWACS gives great
exposure to the task and mission of the
NATO Airborne Early Warning and Control
Force,” said Lieutenant Colonel Raimond
Schulz, Chairman of the 35th Anniversary
Committee. “The anniversary aircraft will
be flown for the upcoming 6 years and
the decals can be adjusted to other special
events like the celebration of 70 years NATO
in 2019. The flags on the sides of the aircraft
symbolise the multinational character of
this unique unit within NATO,” he added.

Opening Ceremony

NATO conducts education and training
to raise the effectiveness of multinational
forces and their ability to work together,
therefore this AWACS displays decals of
all the NATO Airborne Early Warning and
Control (NAEW&C) Force countries that
work on the NATO Air Base.

During the ceremony, the Mr. Ernest Herold,
Deputy Assistant to the Secretary General/
Defense Investment addressed the military
and civilian men and women of the E-3A
Component. “What a milestone! Today,
you mark 35 years not only of service, but
growth, adaption and endurance through

Today, the NAEW&C Force E-3A
Component
opened
its
35th
year
Anniversary with a ceremony which took
place in Hangar 2.
E-3A Component commander, Brig. Gen.
Karsten Stoye opened the ceremony and
expressed his appreciation to the audience
who had chosen to celebrate this milestone
with the NATO AWACS.

some of our Alliance’s most challenging
periods”. He continued, “In reflecting on 35
years of excellence, I see three foundational
elements that have driven this organization
to be what is is today. Let’s call them the
“three Ps”. Firstly, platforms, the AWACS
itself, secondly, people the men and women
in the air. On the ground, and their families
and communities behind them. And
finally, political unity, the critical mass of
commitment that is at the bedrock of this
Alliance.”
Above: E-3A component staff in front of
the special paint “Sentry” Static display.
Opposite: snapshots from the open day at
the airbase and SACEUR, General Curtis
M. Scaparotti visiting the troops
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MARITIME

EXERCISE DYNAMIC MONGOOSE

Story by JFC Brunssum PAO
Photos by NATO Maritime Command PAO

I

celand and Northern Atlantic
Ocean - Eleven surface ships,
five submarines and eight aircrafts from ten nations participated in Dynamic Mongoose 2017.
Led by Allied Maritime Command
NATO anti-submarine warfare exercise was hosted by Island (26 June - 8
July 2017).
Submarines are both universal and effective
tools used by many navies in the word.
Because of their clandestine nature of
operations, one does not even have to be in
your vicinity to wreak organizational havoc
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and force you to engage multiple assets just
to confirm their (lack of) presence. It is like
searching for a needle in a hay stag, but
there are ways to do it, and NATO knows
how.
Twice per year NATO navies and maritime
air assets are challenged with complex antisubmarine warfare training designed to test
and enhance their skills and procedures.
Employment of many types of sensors and
armament at the same time increases the
probability of success, but also requires
sophisticated coordination. Two weeks of
constant training in diverse atmospheric
and hydrographic conditions provide
ample opportunities to enhance proficiency
and interoperability between surface and

air units. By sharing various (different from
nation to nation) methods of underwater
warfare, participants are encouraged to
find new ways of solving complex problems
related both to constantly evolving
submarine tactics, but also to unfavorable
aquatic conditions.
Since NATO always pursues innovation
and improvement, Dynamic Mongoose
2017 was also joined by NATO research
vessel ALLIANCE deploying and testing
Maritime Unmanned Systems for antisubmarine warfare. These systems consist
of autonomous underwater vehicles (OEX
Explorer) and unmanned surface vehicles
(Wave-Glider). The ship was participating

A highly sophisticated coordination exercise in the Atlantic ocean waters
off Iceland to enhance proficiency and interoperabilty between navies and
maritime air assets of the Alliance

alongside operational units engaging in
more realistic scenarios, giving scientists
the opportunity to exercise their systems
in higher-fidelity environments. This is an
important step forward in the field of the
operational experimentation and offers the
chance to expose the current generation of
anti-submarine warfighters to the future of
unmanned systems.
The ALLIANCE is operated by the Italian
Navy for the NATO Centre for Maritime
Research and Experimentation (CMRE)
which is an executive body of NATO’s
Science and Technology Organization along
with the NATO Collaboration Support
Office. The CMRE is an established,

world-class
scientific
research
and
experimentation facility that organizes and
conducts scientific research and technology
development, centred on the maritime
domain, delivering innovative and field
tested Science & Technology solutions to
address defence and security needs of the
Alliance.
Above: Capable hands manage deck
landing under most difficult conditions
Opposite: NATO surface vessels,
submarines and aircrafts in the Atlantic
ocean during the first deep water highend anti-submarine warfare training.
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EXERCISES

SABER STRIKE AND BALTOPS 2017

Story by JFC Brunssum Public Affairs Office, Photos by Latvian Armed Forces and U.S. DoD

SABER STRIKE 2017

SABER STRIKE is a recurring U.S. Army
Europe-led cooperative training exercise
aiming at building and enhancing interoperability of US forces and NATO partners.
The key exercise objective was training and
exercising the NATO Enhanced Forward
Presence (eFP) of the four Battle Groups
with a focus on promoting interoperability
with allies and regional partners.
Between May 28 and June 24, Multinational
Corps North East (MNC-NE) has been
featured as a command and control element
for
multinational
operations
18
and certified as High readiness

Headquarters. The most significant
training events of Saber Strike 17 included:
a convoy by eFP Battle Group Poland
from Northeastern Poland to southern
Lithuania; a maritime prepositioned offload
of pre-staged supplies and equipment and
a Marine amphibious assault in Latvia;
combined arms live fire exercises in Poland
and Lithuania; an air assault by the British
Royal Marines at the Polish and Lithuanian
border and a river crossing in the same
area.
Nations participating in the exercise
alongside the USA included 18 NATO
countries and Finland, for a total of 11,000
military members.

BALTOPS 2017

Conducted between 1-16 June, this
multinational maritime Exercise had as
main goal to enhance and strengthen
cooperation and interaction among the
participating forces while conducting
complex operations. The exercise involved
a total of 14 countries, 4,000 shipboard
personnel, 50 ships and submarines and
more than 50 aircraft and was an excellent
opportunity for NATO and regional partners
to strengthen interoperability through a
series of combined tactical manoeuvres and
scenarios. BALTOPS also demonstrated
NATO’s long term commitment to security
in the Baltic Region.

Highly integrated, synchronized, deterrence-oriented multinational exercises
at NATO’s eastern flank designed to improve interoperability and
readiness of Allies and partners’s forces
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DUTCH ARMED FORCES
Story by Colonel Wouter Sleurink, Dutch Senior
National representative – JFC Brunssum
Photos by Dutch National Armed Forces

Let’s start with the past
Before we talk about the current situation of
the Royal Armed Forces of the Netherlands,
let’s have a look in the past. As overseas trade
was a traditional cornerstone of the Dutch
economy, naval defense was indispensable
for the protection of commercial interests.
That’s why the (naval) history of the
Netherlands dates back to the 15th century.
In the beginning the Dutch navy had a more
private character. In 1488, the forerunner
of the Dutch Navy was formed. In 1814, the
Netherlands had become a Kingdom and
the Dutch navy was to get the predicate
“royal” and become the Royal Netherlands
Navy (Royal Marines are part of it as well).
In the next century, in 1572, the so-called
‘Staatse Leger’ (the nations army), was
raised. That’s why the Netherlands has one
of the oldest standing armies in the world.
The Royal Netherlands Army was officially
raised on 9 January 1814.
Many years later, in 1913, the aviation
group of the Royal Netherlands Army was
founded, which was the ancestor of the
Netherlands Air Force, which was created
in 1953.
The fourth service within the armed forces
of the Netherlands is the Royal Netherlands
Marechaussee (Military Police). It became
a separate service in 1998, but was already
part of the Royal Netherlands Army since
1814.

Current tasks of the
Dutch Armed Forces
The main tasks of the Dutch Armed Forces,
as depicted in our constitution, and very
much in line with NATO’s mission, are
threefold:
-
Protection of own and allied territory,
including the islands of the Netherlands
Kingdom in the Caribbean;
-
Advancement of international law and
stability;
-
Support to civil authorities by law
enforcement,
disaster
relief
and
humanitarian aid, both national and
international.
The Dutch Military consists of around
41,900 military (9,156 Navy, 18,859 Army,
8,007 Air Force, 5,847 Marechaussee and
16,900 civilians.
At this very moment, around 944 Dutch
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military men and women are conducting
military operations around the globe. In
recent years, while having big tasks in for
example the ISAF mission, this figure was
around 3,000.
These operations are under a UN, EU or
NATO flag, and total around 20. Of course,
the actual number of personnel involved
changes almost daily, as the contribution to
as well as the number of missions fluctuates
regularly. This article intends to give you
an oversight of the missions in which the
Dutch military participates today.

National tasks
But before moving to the international
missions, first some words about the
national tasks.
These have been growing in number and
importance over recent decades. Yearly,
some 2,500 missions are undertaken
under this umbrella. These include Coast
Guard both in the Netherlands and the
Caribbean, explosive ordnance at sea and
on land, availability of a calamity hospital,

Air Policing, special intervention teams
and Search and Rescue. The Marechaussee
protects the Royal House, civil air traffic,
provides boarder control, police duties
on airfields, protection of transport of
valuables by the Dutch National Bank and
specialized support units of different kinds.
Some 3,000 personnel are always available
for general support to the national civil
authorities, for example to secure an area in
case of a calamity or to fight against rising
water. These tasks are highly appreciated
by the Dutch population and add to the
visibility of the military.

International missions
The main missions the Netherlands are
active in are the following:
Lithuania – enhanced Forward Presence
(EFP). The Dutch military forces are
contributing to the EFP, the reinforced
NATO military presence in Lithuania. Since
this year, 270 Dutch military personnel are
posted to a multinational battlegroup. The
battalion that the Netherlands is part of is

The Royal Armed Forces of the Netherlands might be compact, but they
provide a reliable and resilient military tool contributing to the security of
their own country, the Alliance and beyond

Although most foreigners think our
language skills are good, we think we need
to enhance our skills when we want to be
effective in a multinational environment.

‘Train as you fight’
‘Train as you fight’ is a much heard quote.
Therefore the Dutch military participates
in multinational rotational forces like the
NRF, the EU Battlegroup, the Standing
Naval Forces and participates in bigger
multinational exercises, or even organizes
them.
We also participate in many Centers of
Excellence (CoE) and are the home for the
Command and Control (C2) CoE, the CivilMilitary Co-operation (CIMIC) CoE and the
Cyber CoE.

Cooperation and
multinationality

under German command and is stationed
in Rukla.
Afghanistan – Resolute Support (RS).
Since 2002, Dutch military personnel have
assisted in bringing security to Afghanistan.
They were mainly active in the province of
Uruzgan, later followed by a deployment to
Kunduz province. Today 100 Dutch military
personnel take part in RS, aimed at further
developing the security apparatus, the
army and the police in Afghanistan. They
are active in the German led northern area.
Mali – United Nations Multidimensional
Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali
(MINUSMA). Operation MINUSMA tries
to restore security and stability in Mali. This
is currently the biggest Dutch participation
in a mission. The main task for the Dutch
contingent is collection and analysis of
intelligence.
Somalia – Atalanta. Since 2012, the Royal
Dutch Navy participates in anti-piracy
operations in front of the coast of EastAfrica, operations Atalanta (EU). The navy

vessels are intended to enhance security
along the Sea Lines Of Communications
and discourage and disrupt piracy activities.
(EUTM). On 10 April 2010, the European
Union launched a military training mission
in Somalia (EU Training Mission Somalia)
in order to contribute to strengthening the
Transitional Federal Government (TFG)
and the institutions of Somalia. The Dutch
Armed forces participate in this mission
by training and advising government and
Somalia Forces.
Furthermore, the Dutch Armed Forces
participate in other operations in the
Balkans, Africa and the Middle-East,
sometimes with only a few persons.
None of these missions is a Dutch only
mission. As mentioned before, the Dutch
tend to operate either within a UN, EU or
NATO context. Therefore it is essential to
be prepared for multinational cooperation.
This is an important criterion when
purchasing equipment, but also in the
training of personnel, in posting many
people abroad for a posting and staying
focused on enhancing language skills.

Another way of preparing yourself for
multinational operations is through close
cooperation already during peace-time.
As this cooperation also seeks to find
efficiency, save money, it is obvious that the
first to look at are once direct neighbors.
Successful cooperation in the First GermanNetherlands Corps is a long lasting example.
Due to its role as a NATO High Readiness
Forces Headquarters, soldiers from other
NATO member states, the United States,
Norway, Spain, Italy, the United Kingdom,
France, Greece, Turkey, Czech Republic
and Belgium are also stationed in Münster
(DEU).
There are several more examples of our
effective cooperation and we are still
building! One that really needs to be
mentioned is the Admiralty BeNeLux,
located in Den Helder in the Netherlands.
The Dutch and Belgian navies engage
in intensive cooperation. The 2 national
operational navy staffs combine to form
1 staff, the Admiralty Benelux. One staff,
mixed crews that, when needed but not
reflecting the normal, can be divided into
national crews again.
For
different
obvious
reasons
multinationality is the way to go. It
brings political multinational authority,
it allows the efforts of single nations to
generate broader effect and, importantly, it
generates an economy of scale i.e. reduces
budget expenditure.
The NATO Command Structure of course
reflects this multinationality in all its
veins. And therefore the Netherlands is
proud to be the home for one of its major
headquarters!
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✓ Reliable car-buying transaction
✓ No down payment or cash in advance
✓ Fair financing
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manufacturer’s guarantee

*Save up to 40% compared to the respective manufacturer’s recommended retail price (plus destination charges) for a new car.
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4TH NORTHERN HEADQUARTERS CONFERENCE
The forum for the ‘Northern family’ of operational headquarters

Story by JFC Brunssum Public Affairs Office, Photo by Hungarian Joint Force Command

Székesfehérvár, Hungary - General
Salvatore
Farina,
chaired
NATO’s
4th Northern HQs Conference in
Székesfehérvár at the Hungarian Joint
Force Command Headquarters. The
hosting commander, Lieutenant General
Janos Huszár, provided the venue to
gather commanders and representatives
of operational and NATO Command and
Force Structure Headquarters to promote
cooperation within the alliance and partner
nations in the northern area of Brunssum’s
Regional Focus.The conference turned out
to be very productive as it provided a forum
to enhance mutual understanding of an
agreed way ahead. Frank discussions and

increased transparency with the partner
nations of the Northern Family, Finland
and Sweden, are to be considered essential
in further contributing to stability in
Northern Europe.

planning and the cyber domain. Having
completed the implementation phase with
the inauguration of the 4th eFP Battlegroup
in Latvia on 19 June, the way ahead now
will focus on training and exercises.

“Any open dialogue is supporting our strong
Alliance”, General Farina underlined and
specifically highlighted the role of NATO’s
partners in the region.Besides many
ongoing initiatives and focal points within
NATO, such as the NATO Force Integration
Units or the establishment of new regional
Headquarters, the forum also specifically
addressed the role of NATO’s enhanced
Forward Presence (eFP) concept, advanced

General Farina expressed his sincere thanks
to all participants and their contribution
to this invaluable conference. “We took
advantage of this forum to exchange views
on topics of common regional interest”,
he stressed. The forum of this Northern
Headquarters Conference will remain an
important venue in the future that enables
us to act as one NATO and further foster
and strengthen partnership.

Delivery: 045-5256296
Pick up adres: Rimburgerweg 2a, Brunssum
Frankenlaan 3 6419 BT Heerlen
Telefoon: 045-5717918
http://www.waterval.com

Fax: 045-5741241
e-mail: info@waterval.com

open 7 days/ week from 16.00-23.00, sundays at 15.00-23.00
Restaurant open on monday, thursday, friday and saturday 16.00-23.00
sunday 15.00-23.00 ( tuesday and wednesday closed )

Visit our website: www.molise.nl
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We are looking forward to your visit!
Audi Zentrum Aachen
Jacobs Automobile GmbH & Co. KG
Landstraße 48 + 50 · 52511 Geilenkirchen
Fon (02451) 98 700 · Fax (02451) 6 67 88
info@jacobs-geilenkirchen.de · www.jacobs-gruppe.de

International dishes • Balkan cuisine
Argentine steak dishes • Seafood

Steakhouse

By Golf-Residentie Brunssummerheide

Dalmacija
Opening hours are from 4 p.m. until 11 p.m.
On Sunday and holidays from 12 a.m. until 11 p.m.
Make a reservation if you want to come with a larger group
We offer you the best dishes for special prices

Lindeplein 4b Brunssum • Tel. 045-5271351 • www.dalmacija.nl

Enjoy the good life
Try our new menu!
Please visit us for a cup of coffee, a drink, lunch or dinner.
Free parking for our guests
Rimburgerweg 52 | 6445 PA Brunssum
045 564 63 00 | www.golfhotelzuidlimburg.nl
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Cafe

From September 26th!
BAVARIAN SPECIALTIES and
REAL BAVARIAN BEER!
Bring this ad with and
get your first Bavarian Beer FREE !!!
(For 1 beer 0.3 l only 1 voucher per customer per day!)
(Only in connection with a food order!)

we are there for you 7 days a week!
Tel: 0049-2454-1414 www.Haus-Hamacher.de f

52538 Gangelt
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LEGAL SYMPOSIUM
Fostering common understanding of current legal challenges

B

Story by JFC Brunssum Legal Advisor Office, Photos by JFC Brunssum Public Affairs Office

etween 4-5 July 2017,
the JFC Brunssum Office
of the Legal Advisor
hosted
a
symposium
for fellow NATO Legal Offices
and Legal Officers of ‘Northern
Family’ NATO Member Nations
who will be working closely with
JFC Brunssum during 2018. The
purpose of the symposium was to
debate professional views on a
range of legal topics and develop
inter-personal
relationships.
Fundamentally the symposium
allowed for useful dialogue and
debate across the legal community
which is not always possible given
the workload of respective offices
and our desperate locations.
The symposium was well supported
with 14 legal offices represented and 22
delegates participating. The symposium
was of particular value given the numerous

NEED HELP FINDING
YOUR WAY? WE ARE
HERE TO HELP YOU!
FORMALITIES
HOUSING
TAXATION, FINANCE & INSURANCE
EDUCATION & CAREERS
PERSONAL & SOCIAL NEEDS
CULTURE & LEISURE

assignments of Legal Officers across NATO
during the first half of 2017 and noting that
it had been some time since a similar legal
symposium had taken place.
In brief overview the JFCBS Legal Adviser,
as host, was keen to ensure the symposium
fostered a better understanding of current
legal challenges all offices currently face
as well as providing a forum to discuss the
exercise schedule for 2017/2018, and, give
each NATO Legal Office time to present
on how their office fits into the respective
command structures as well as explaining
the main areas of legal challenge that
they currently face. In support if this aim
COS JFCBS kindly provided the opening
remarks and gave focus to the symposium.
Areas of particularly useful debate included:
presentation on and discussion about the
evolution of NATO’s enhanced Forward
Presence and Graduated Response Plans,
their effect into 2018, and, legal issues that
present; the subjects of cyber warfare and

Holland Expat Center South assists
expats with all kinds of questions
about settling into the South
Netherlands. We provide information,
organize events and workshops.

non-kinetic targeting and how LEGADs
can ensure they stay relevant ad add value
in these evolving areas; bespoke issues
such as Exercise ROE for Trident Javelin
2017 which additionally provides a catalyst
for the discussion of other related area
of ROE debate both conceptually and
practically; the symposium concluded
with a thought provoking presentation by
a departing NATO LEGAD on the range of
legal and policy frameworks used across the
spectrum of potential operations that we do
and could operate within, and, how and
how not these readily fit together.
All delegates gained from the symposium.
It is intended to use this year’s symposium
as a spring board to future such events. The
next event for the legal discussion calendar
is a SHAPE symposium which brings
together NATO Legal Officers towards the
end of 2017.
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Maastricht International Centre
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COMMUNITY

NIJMEGEN 4 DAYS MARCH

Allied International Marching Team participates in the
Nijmeegse Vierdaagse

F

Story and photos by JFC Brunssum PAO

rom the 18th to 21st of July,
thirty members of the JFC
Brunssum Allied International Marching Team (AIMT)
participated in the 101st ‘Nijmeegse
Vierdaagse’. This event is referred to
as the greatest walking event in the
world which, this year, incorporated
more than 47,000 participants. Well
prepared, following participation in
a number of marching events prior
to Nijmegen, military AIMT members enthusiastically embraced the
challenge of marching 40 kilometres
for four consecutive days, wearing
standard combat clothing and carrying backpacks weighing at least 10
kilograms.
The week was characterised by high
temperatures and, by Friday, more than
4,000 marchers were forced to retire.
Although some participants withdrew
because of the extreme weather conditions,
the majority pushed on, singing their
marching songs as they walked to take
their minds off the pain! The international
character of the AIMT was diverse but
even though there were so many different
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nationalities on the team, a ‘Band of
Brothers’ mentality was evident. One of our
marchers encountered fellow teammates
who were not sure they could make it
through the last day and said, “We started
as a team, and we will finish as a team …
even if it takes us until tomorrow”.
AIMT groups of years past have developed
a number of customs and traditions which
team members were honoured to abide
by. For example, over the years certain
locations have become unofficial resting
points such as a specific pub, where the
proprietor would immediately recognize
the AIMT members and happily welcome
them. Another example of the extraordinary
team spirit this event promotes was the
participation of Colonel Klaus Bücklein,
a former leader of the AIMT in 1996, who
decided to have a walk with this year’s
team. This gesture was highly inspiring
and greatly appreciated by all. Along the
way thousands of spectators applauded,
supported the marchers, sprinkled them
with cold water, and provided refreshments.
However, on the Thursday morning all the
marchers were sprinkled in a completely
different way. Thunderstorms lasting
several hours soaked all the walkers but,
luckily, by mid-day the sun broke through.
28 members of the AIMT successfully

completed the 160 kilometre march and
were awarded the 4-Day Marches Cross
by the JFC Brunssum Assistant Chief of
Staff (Support), Brigadier General Hennie
Bouman. In his remarks the General
acknowledged the outstanding contribution
of the team leader, Major Petre Luca
(Rumanian Army), who continuously
inspired the team. Awards for individuals
who had demonstrated exemplary team
spirit were given to Lieutenant Colonel
Marcus Dicks (British Army) and Private
Tue Hendriksen (Danish Army). On
completion of the awards ceremony the
AIMT, proudly carrying all NATO member
national flags, set out upon the six kilometre
victory parade along the Via Gladiola. The
pride and emotion of team members as
they marched for one final time having
completed the challenge was clear for all to
see.
The AIMT is a 41 year old entity that
represents JFC Brunssum in marching
events in the Netherlands and elsewhere;
amongst others, at venues in Luxembourg
and Belgium. For those who want to join
the team for 2018 be aware the next cycle
will commence in September, fortunately
once again under the leadership of Major
Luca.

VISITS AND ACTIVITIES
June – August 2017

26-29 June 2017
CIMIC team in Kazakhstan
Astana, Kazakhstan – A small team from JFC Brunssum conducted an Expert Team
Visit (ETV) in Kazakhstan, on the subject of Civil-Military Cooperation (CIMIC).
The team, led by Lieutenant Commander Michelle Ward, comprised Lieutenant Colonel
Peter Houdijk and Major Jaro Kostrej, both CIMIC practitioners, in addition to Lieutenant
Colonel Paul van Harten from the Public Affairs Office. The ETV was held at KAZCENT,
the Partnership for Peace (PfP) Training Centre in the eastern Kazakh city of Almaty. It
began with a host nation presentation on the training facility and its functions, followed
by general presentations on NATO from the JFC Brunssum team.
Over the next 4 days a wide range of briefings were given, on topics that included
Support to the Force, Working with Interpreters, NATO Media Relations, and Building
Integrity. The ETV was well received by the Kazakh audience, who eagerly participated
in syndicate work and practical exercises, and demonstrated a high level of English
language skills throughout.
There was also time for a social event on Thursday evening, which allowed both NATO
and Kazakh officers to become better acquainted in a less formal setting.

13 July 2017
French Delegation celebrates Bastille Day
Schinveld, Netherlands - On the evening of Thursday 13 July the French delegation of JFC
Brunssum, led by Brigadier General Claude Goudeau, hosted a celebration in honour of
Bastille Day in the wonderful setting of the Schinvelder Hoeve (a beautiful old building
close to Brunssum that has been converted into an hotel). In his remarks General Goudeau
reminded those present that the French National Day commemorates the first anniversary,
on 14 July 1789, of the storming of the Bastille - a medieval fortress used to house political
prisoners. This was a turning point of the French Revolution and celebrations are held
throughout France every year to mark the event. The oldest and largest regular military
parade in Europe is held on the morning of 14 July, on the Champs-Élysées in Paris in front
of the President of the Republic, together with other French officials and foreign guests.
In response, and on behalf of all invited guests, General Salvatore Farina, Commander JFC
Brunssum, warmly thanked the French contingent for their hospitality and, especially, their
sustained excellent contribution to JFC Brunssum. Speaking fluently in French the General
reminded those present of the national motto of France – liberty, equality, fraternity – the
origin of which can itself be traced back to the French Revolution although it was not
institutionalized until the end of the 19th Century.A glorious evening ensued that allowed
JFC Brunssum personnel, their partners and other guests to socialize and network in a highly
convivial atmosphere.

25 July 2017
Supreme Allied Commander
Transformation visits the Headquarters
General Denis Mercier, Supreme Allied Commander Transformation, visited the Headquarters
JFC Brunssum - in the ambit of a tour which included also AIRCOM in Rammstein and NCIA
in The Hague - with the aim of bolstering the strong connection between NATO entities and
discuss how they can work together in order to prepare the Alliance for future challenges in
a complex international security environment.
During the meeting with General Farina the key discussion point was the Persistent Federated Approach, which includes daily, routine, continuous, even habitual operational activity
and adaptation, which implies a constant relationship between Allied nations, partners and
their forces and commands, and the NATO Command Structure.

15/09/17 20:00 “Tour of Duty in concert”
( Brikke Oave - Tickets available at Brikke Oave )

16/09/17 11:00 Memorial
16/09/17 12:45 Parade Brunssum
16/09/17 13:30 - 18:00 Several Activities
(stands, food, drinks, music and activities for children )
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