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NATO Allies and Partners training together in
the Baltic Sea region for 50 years
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COMMAND GROUP CORNER

COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR LANCE DUNN,
JFCBS SENIOR ENLISTED LEADER
We are well into the summer
period; meaning people are
focusing on taking some welldeserved time off, are in the
process of rotating out of
the HQ or have just recently
arrived. I want to say a
heartfelt thank you to those
who are in the process of
leaving this HQ and moving
on to new challenges. To the
newcomers, welcome to the
team. JFCBS and the other
organizations garrisoned here
on Camp Hendrik are great
places to work! In addition
to the work environment, our
location is ideally located to
allow you to experience diverse
and rich cultures and history.
I would be negligent if I did not speak
about COVID-19 and our response as a HQ.
Through the hard work of the Base Support
Group and the individual discipline of every
person working on Camp Hendrik, we have
ensured the safety of our team. The total
number of COVID-19 positive cases within
this HQ were very low in comparison to
our surrounding region, and in most cases,
have been attributed to travel outside of
Brunssum. Rumors persist that the reason
the numbers on the camp have been low
are due to luck, but this is categorically not
true. The measures put in place and your
discipline work. We will continue with our
testing process and we will be conservative
with lifting measures that limit the spread
of the disease. I know it was not easy and
even confusing at times, but together we
will continue to protect our colleagues.
One of my focus areas since my arrival at
JFCBS has been enhancing the recognition
and professional development of our junior
team members. We have come a long way
with recognizing NCOs and civilians at the
various levels of awards boards, but we still
have room for improvement in the coming
year, especially concerning the recognition
of the achievements of our civilian staff.
Professional development has been a
bit more challenging due to restrictions
on gathering in groups and limited
effectiveness of video conferencing for
group interactions. Now that vaccines are

more widespread, restrictions are lifting,
NATO schools are opening up and more
opportunities for development are possible.
As an example, JFCBS recently completed
a Joint Mobile Training Team (JMTT) visit
to Georgia. This diverse, multi-national
team from Brunssum ranged in ranks
from OR-6 to OR-8 and used relevant real
world examples to provide insights on NCO
leadership and to engage in discussions
with senior OR-9 and OF-2 / OF-3
members of the Georgian Defence Force.
This exchange of ideas provided enhanced
the global perspective our NCOs, provided
different points of view to Georgian senior
enlisted members and further enhanced
NATO’s Cooperative Security pillar by
demonstrating enduring partnerships with
a major contributing nation to RESOLUTE
SUPPORT MISSION - Afghanistan. We will
have several other opportunities for JMTTs
in the coming months and I am always
looking for volunteers.
“Last year has been challenging, but we
must keep up the hard work and dedication
going forward because it will not get any
easier.” is a cliché spoken by sergeants
major everywhere. This is true, always.

As members of the profession of arms,
including civilian members of the team,
we must always strive to be challenged
and to exceed the expectations of our
Commander. Looking forward to this fall,
we will be preparing and certifying our
ability to assume our role commanding
the NATO Response Force (NRF) 2022.
EX STEADFAST JUPITER and the battle
staffing training leading up to it will be
demanding. That said, we cannot lose focus
on our role as an operational headquarters
in NATO. We must remain dedicated
to ensuring peace through defence and
deterrence in a constantly changing world.
My final comment is on work / life balance.
It is very easy to become embroiled in your
work and duty obligations. You are in a
great location and have some exceptional
co-workers. Do not forget to occasionally
take time to recharge your personal
batteries, spend time with friends and
family, socialize and experience everything
the Netherlands have to offer!
Command Sergeant Major Lance Dunn,
JFCBS Senior Enlisted Leader
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JLSG

Joint Logistics Support Group Brunssum prepares for
Exercise Steadfast Jupiter 2021
STORY BY OF-3 ILSE DESMET, JLSGBS HQ

In the previous edition of the
Northern Star, the Joint Logistics Support Group Brunssum Headquarter’s (JLSGBS
HQ) establishment and the
road to Initial Operating Capability (IOC) were highlighted. In this article, we will shed
some light on the next steps,
keeping in mind the projected
view that JLSGBS HQ plans to
achieve Full Operating Capability (FOC) in January 2023.
Since April 2021, JLSGBS HQ saw an influx
of permanent staff into the HQ. Many Nations
decided indeed to fill the majority of their allocated slots. Unfortunately, the JLSGBS HQ
has still 11 Nationality Undetermined posts.
Only one Nation took an undetermined post
during the recent June Post Allocation Conference. By the middle of summer 2021, nearly
all the allocated office space in building H105
of the Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum
(JFCBS) at camp Hendrik will be occupied.
The construction of the dedicated new building for JLSGBS HQ has not met the expected
timelines, so the completion of the construction is now foreseen for summer 2022.

JLSGBS staff organizing the anniversary
celebration
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The 29th of May 2021, JLSGBS HQ celebrated its first anniversary as an independent
International Military Headquarters within
the NATO ACO chain of command. Due to
eased pandemic restrictions, JLSGBS HQ
was able to celebrate this anniversary, on
the 25th of June 2021, with all JLSGBS HQ
staff members and their families. On this
day, JLSGBS HQ said farewell to the staff
members departing the HQ for other assignments, thanking them for all their efforts, and welcomed all the newly arriving
staff members.
The main focus of JLSGBS HQ is now
on exercise STEADFAST JUPITER 2021
(STJU21), which will take place in fall 2021.
STJU21 is a highly complex computer-assisted/command post exercise, sponsored
by SHAPE and directed by the Joint Warfare Centre (JWC) in Stavanger, which is
designed to train and evaluate the NATO
Response Force 2022 (NFR22) under the
lead of JFCBS, focusing on NATO’s defence
capabilities and deterrence posture. In this
exercise, JLSGBS HQ will participate for
the first time since its official activation as
an IMHQ, acting as training audience, in its
role of Tactical Logistics Command Component Headquarters. The aim is to train
the JLSGBS HQ personnel and to internally
evaluate processes in order to be prepared

for the HQs standby period during NRF22.
During the planning phase for this exercise,
JLSGBS HQ supported the Crisis Response
Planning phase (CRP) and the development of the final concept of operations (CONOPS) with a small team of dedicated staff
members, and with the other specialists of
the HQ in support and on call whenever
needed. This team conducted the JLSGBS
HQ CRP process, while, in parallel, supporting the JFCBS CRP process with JLSGBS HQ liaisons officers linking up with
JFCBS J4 and J5. In July, the JLSGBS HQ
subject matter experts were also present at
JWC in Stavanger supporting the incident
scripting process.

Brigadier General Jaroslav Schön thanking OF-4 Guiseppe De Luca, Plans
branch, for his work at JLSGBS, before his departure.

Meeting with 1st GNC JLSG

During the execution phase of STJU21,
there is a need for personnel to represent
the Logistic units that the JLSGBS HQ
would command during a live operation.
This important task will mainly be covered
by members of the NATO Force Structure
JLSG of the 1st German/Netherlands Corps
(1st GNC) supported by members of the
respective NATO Force Integration Units
(NFIU) and the Norwegian Joint HQ. They
will form the JLSGBS enabling Response
Cell during STJU21.
In June 2021, members of the 1st GNC Joint
Logistic Support Group took part in an
important part of the exercise preparation
process, a video based Incident Development workshop. This was a splendid opportunity to meet the comrades of the 1st GNC
and to exchange the current exercise status
as well as to closely support the JWC to further develop the exercise events.
JLSGBS HQ is very grateful for the excellent support provided by the JLSG of the 1st
GNC. This was explicitly expressed by Brigadier General Jaroslav Schön, the Commander of JLSGBS, during an office call
with the 1st GNC ACOS JLSG, Colonel Tom
Smit, on the 16th June 2021. During this office call, which was very productive from
both sides, it was agreed to further enhance
and foster the working relationship between both JLSGs. This will translate into
frequent coordination meetings, a regular
exchange of JLSG related information, as
well as a mutual support for exercises and
training events.
Due to limitations of the current working
environment and the uncertainty of the
pandemic situation during the timeframe
of the exercise, JLSGBS HQ will conduct
the Battle Staff training and the execution
of the exercise STJU21 from a tented camp
CP156, constructed within the premises
of Camp Hendrik in Brunssum, with support from NATO Support and Procurement
Agency (NSPA). The construction and setup of this camp will last from June to September 2021. This tent area will provide
a coherent working environment for the

JLSGBS HQ staff members and their augmentation staff. With all the augmentees,
JLSGBS HQ will count around 120 personnel and have a fully manned Response Cell
present in JWC at Stavanger as well.
Still, JLSGBS HQs’ efforts this spring were
not solely focused on the execution phase
of STJU21. In preparation, and in order
to further develop its capabilities, JLSGBS
HQ tested its communications and information systems capabilities during exercise
STEADFAST COBALT 2021 (STCO21). In
this exercise, JLSGBS HQ verified and validated successfully the planned NATO network for potential NRF22 deployments.
In addition, JLSGBS HQ also participated
in the periodic Command Post Exercise
(CPX) exercise GRIFFIN LIGHTNING
(GRLI21), as Response Cell, supporting the
Multinational Core North East (MNC NE)
Headquarters, located in Szczecin, Poland.

Visit of the tented camp with NSPA General
Manager Peter Dohmen.

After celebrating its first anniversary and
while the HQ continues to develop its capabilities, JLSGBS HQ is now getting ready
for STJU21. The HQ is looking forward to
this NRF22 certification exercise, another
step forward on the road towards FOC.

Steadfast Cobalt 2021
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Steadfast
Jupiter 21

Steadfast Jupiter 2021 Academics - From the grey
space to the light through education and training

STORY BY OF-3 MICHAEL ROBERTS, JFCBS J7 / JFCBS PAO

Exercise
Steadfast
Jupiter
21
(STJU21) is an all-level and highly
complex computer-assisted / command post exercise (CAX/CPX),
which is designed to train and evaluate the NATO Response Force 22
(NRF 22) under the lead of Allied
Joint Force Command Brunssum
(JFC Brunssum) in the second half of
this year, focusing on NATO’s defence
capabilities and deterrence posture.
To prepare JFC Brunssum and its personnel as best as possible for this exercise, socalled Academics are being run. Academics
are special training sessions for the JFC
Brunssum staff and bring together experts
from different areas to share ideas, increase
knowledge and enhance the understanding
of specific areas. For example, topics can
include the rule of armed conflict, cyberspace and gender perspectives.
The ‘Grey Space’, ‘Deterrence Operations’ and ‘Hybrid Activity’ are all terms
that members of Team JFC Brunssum are
acutely aware of following the start of a long
and detailed process of designing and delivering cutting edge training that will prepare
NATO personnel for operations in a world
outside of a conventional conflict.
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Academic training for this new way of
thinking started in January 2021 with personnel from across NATO learning about a
vast array of topics. The aim was to start to
get members of the HQ thinking about how
to operate in a situation which isn’t quite a
conventional conflict but neither a peacetime situation. Topics discussed in January
included the theory of deterrence, the Sea,
Land and Air understanding of deterrence,
Counter-Aggression/Counter-Surprise
along with discussion regarding legal issues, rules of engagement and Remotely
Piloted Vehicles; all of which have many
different roles to play in the grey space.
Learning continues with a second round
of academic training due to commence in
September.
Key Leaders for the exercise have also been
identified and will soon commence a bespoke training package, which will build
upon their current skill-set and no doubt
make a good collective training event even
better. September’s individual training
will broaden and build upon the HQ’s understanding of deterrence and will include
more detailed discussion with experts from
a wide range of organisations and entities
including the Baltic Defence College and
the International Committee of the Red

Cross. Space, Gender Advisor discussions,
the effects of Cyber and the Command and
Control of deterrence operations will ensure that the completed package leaves all
staff participating in the exercise in the
best position possible for October and the
execution and subsequent NATO Response
Force certification. Deterrence is all about
finding a balance, and with the academics
package due for completion in September it
is certain that Team Brunssum will have all
of the tools it needs.

The NATO Response Force
The NATO Response Force (NRF) is a highly ready and technologically advanced multinational force made up
of land, air, maritime and Special Operations Forces (SOF) components that the Alliance can deploy quickly,
wherever needed. In addition to its operational role, the NRF can be used for greater cooperation in education
and training, increased exercises, support for disaster relief and better use of technology. The NRF consists of a
highly capable joint multinational force able to react in a very short time to the full range of security challenges
from crisis management to collective defence.

NATO Response Force Rotation 2022
For the NATO Response Force (NRF) 2022 rotation, JFC Brunssum will be the designated Stand-By Command.
That means that if the North Atlantic Council activates the NRF at any time during 2022, JFC Brunssum will
provide the Commander and necessary command and control elements. Certified NRF 2022 forces will be held
on standby for 12 months to deploy on operations.
Since 2012 the NRF rotational period lasts 12 months starting 1st January. Operational command of the NRF
alternates annually between the two NATO Joint Force Commands (JFC) - Brunssum, in the Netherlands and
Naples, in southern Italy.

High Standards
The Standards for NRF are high and participation in the force is preceded by a six month NATO exercise program in order to integrate and standardize the various national contingents. Generally, nations carry out a pretraining period for the NATO exercises of between 6-18 months. To improve continuity and gain more output
from lengthy and arduous preparation, nations now provide their forces for an entire year on stand-by.

Tailored to the mission
The NRF can be rapidly tailored to meet the needs of a wide variety of missions, wherever in the world a crisis
emerges. Elements of the NRF helped in the provision of security to the 2004 Summer Olympics, in Athens, and
deployed to support the Afghan presidential elections in September 2004.
Since its inception in 2003, the NRF has proved a unique and highly capable military force with a strong focus
on the humanitarian side of crises. In 2005, the NRF was used in a humanitarian assistance role following the
Pakistan earthquake when NATO forces delivered aid and helped in reconstruction efforts.
Drawing upon its inherent flexibility, the NRF can also be used for developmental, experimentation, implementation and conceptual validation tasks in response to new/emerging operational challenges, such as cyber or
missile defense.
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Focus Topic 50 Years of BaltOps

THE 50TH BALTIC OPERATIONS (BALTOPS 50)
EXERCISE

STORY BY NAVAL STRIKING AND SUPPORT FORCES NATO PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE
This article was first published on sfn.nato.int

BALTOPS, held in the Baltic region
since in 1972, is a joint, maritimefocused exercise that brings together
NATO Allies and partners in order to
increase interoperability and enhance
flexibility among the participants.

Two at-sea training phases

Maritime Assets from 18 NATO
Allies and partners

During the first six days (the CET/FIT
phase), ships and aircraft transited through
the Danish Straits, focusing on maritime
operations in critical chokepoints, ensuring access and freedom of navigation in the
Baltic Sea.

Between June 6-18, air and maritime assets
from 18 NATO Allies and partner nations
participated in live training events that included air defence, anti-submarine warfare,
amphibious operations, maritime interdiction, mine countermeasure operations.
"This year, we celebrate the 50th BALTOPS, an exercise that sets the foundation of interoperability across the Alliance," said U.S. Vice Adm. Gene Black,
commander, Naval Striking and Support
Forces NATO and commander, U.S. Sixth
Fleet. "BALTOPS stands as the keystone
of our exercise season, demonstrating
half a century of the unwavering commitment of our partners and Allies. Lessons
learned in BALTOPS enable international
strike group operations, advanced missile
defense capabilities and seamless surface
action group missions."
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BALTOPS 50 consisted of two at-sea training phases: the combat enhancement training (CET) and force integration training
(FIT) portion and the final tactical phase of
the exercise (TACEX).

The exercise continued to move East during its two phases, operating in accordance
with international law and supported by
participating Allies and partners. The exercise culminated with the TACEX phase,
where the exercise paradigm shifted into a
"free-play" portion, and commanders were
given more freedom to run their own tactical programs. The TACEX phase was designed to better represent operating in realworld situations.

Training to adapt to new
challenges
For the first time, exercise design incorporated defensive cyber warfare tactics,

techniques and procedures as BALTOPS
continues to adapt and train to ensure an
asymmetric advantage in the era of modern
warfare.
Naval Striking and Support Forces NATO
(STRIKFORNATO) again commanded and
controlled BALTOPS from its headquarters
in Oeiras, Portugal.
II Marine Expeditionary Brigade and Expeditionary Strike Group 2 commanded and
controlled exercise Marine forces throughout the exercise from aboard USS Mount
Whitney (LCC 20), demonstrating international naval integration and power projection ashore for an amphibious demonstration in Lithuania.

40 maritime unites, 60 aircraft
and 4.000 personnel
BALTOPS 50 involved participation from
18 nations. The 16 NATO and 2 partner nations provided approximately 40 maritime
units, 60 aircraft, and 4.000 personnel.
The participating nations were: Belgium,
Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Spain,
Sweden, Turkey, the U.K., and the U.S.
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Focus Topic 50 Years of BaltOps

A SUMMARY OF EXERCISE BALTOPS 50

STORY BY NAVAL STRIKING AND SUPPORT FORCES NATO PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE CHIEF MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST HEIDI CHEEK
This article was first published on sfn.nato.int

Naval Striking and Support
Forces NATO (STRIKFORNATO) concluded the 50th Baltic
Operations (BALTOPS), the
premiere annual maritimefocused U.S. European Command and U.S. Naval Forces
Europe exercise in the Baltic
region, June 18.

More diverse than ever before
The two-week evolution saw several "firsts,"
making this year's iteration a more diverse
multi-domain training environment than ever
before.
16 NATO and two partner nations participated
in BALTOPS 50, bringing together more than
40 ships, 60 aircraft, and over 4,000 personnel. With two standing NATO maritime
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groups, the exercise reinforces NATO's commitment to regional security, reducing the
chance of conflict in the Baltic Sea region.
"This 50th BALTOPS continues to increase
NATO's maritime readiness, building the
foundation of seamless interoperability," said
Vice Adm. Gene Black, commander, U.S. Sixth
Fleet and STRIKFORNATO. "Though our
ships, aircraft, and commanders have changed
through the last 50 BALTOPS, the exercise
continues to adapt, ensuring our ability to provide collective defense in the Baltic Sea."

Enhanced geographic scale
This year's "Break into the Baltic" theme significantly enhanced the geographical scale of
the exercise, with participants operating from
the Jutland Bank in the west, to Gotland in the
North, and Lithuania in the east.
U.S. Marines with the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) and sailors with the Expedi-

tionary Strike Group 2 (ESG-2) participated in
BALTOPS 50 at STRIKFORNATO headquarters, in Oeiras, Portugal. This was the largest
contingent of U.S. Marines STRIKFORNATO
has ever hosted.

Opportunity to demonstrate
readiness and interoperability
"Naval exercises in Europe, like BALTOPS 50,
provide us an opportunity to strengthen the
relationships, interoperability, and interdependence with our allies and partners while
demonstrating our commitment to the collective security within the region," said Col.
Dennis Sampson, Commanding Officer of 26th
MEU. "BALTOPS 50 provided a unique opportunity for the 26th MEU to train and study
emerging concepts associated with the NATO
Amphibious Leaders Expeditionary Symposium (NALES), Expeditionary Advanced Base
Operations (EABO), and Littoral Operations
in a Contested Environment (LOCE). This ex-

BALTOPS is an annual U.S.
European Command scheduled, U.S.
Naval Forces Europe conducted,
U.S. Sixth Fleet executed and
a STRIKFORNATO delivered
exercise conducted in the Baltic
Sea. Participating nations included
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, France, Germany, Italy,
Latvia, Lithuania, the Netherlands,
Norway, Poland, Spain, Sweden,
Turkey, the U.K. and the U.S.

ercise is one of several critical components
of our long-range training continuum that
ensures the 26th MEU remains ready, relevant, and capable of aggregating forces
and deploying quickly in support of crisis
response and expeditionary operations from
the land or sea."

Linked exercise Baltic Fortress 21
The 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade and
ESG-2 commanders embarked USS Mount
Whitney (LCC 20) to command and control
the exercise's amphibious forces, developing
and enacting modern Allied amphibious warfare tactics. The exercise's amphibious forces,
embarked Royal Marines in HMS Albion, conducted amphibious operations in Lithuania as
part of the linked exercise Baltic Fortress 21.
"The ESG and MEB staffs have been fully integrated and worked side-by-side as we planned
and executed complex warfighting scenarios,"
said Rear Adm. Robert Katz, commander,
Expeditionary Strike Group 2. "We have had
an incredible time, working in this vitally important region and coordinating with joint and
partner military forces we would not ordinarily cross paths with when working from our
headquarters in Virginia."

Full spectrum naval warfare
This year's exercise demonstrated NATO's
ability to ensure freedom of navigation in
the Danish Straits, and continues to develop
the integration of air and maritime warfare,
while conducting the full spectrum of naval
warfare. The exercise has expanded to a multi-domain battlespace including air power,
cyber, and space.
NATO's northern Combined Air Operations
Centre at Uedem, Germany again controlled
the flying activities during BALTOPS 50 en-

suring safety and professionalism in a busy
airspace. BALTOPS50 incorporated the German-led Multinational Air Group training
event, demonstrated Italian F-35 Link capability with NATO maritime units, and continued
to exercise U.S. Air Force joint capabilities by
providing KC-135 aerial refueling support and
B-52H Stratofortress integration, once again.

Enabling success
"My team of air command and control experts
have done a tremendous job enabling the success of truly joint operations of this major maritime-led BALTOPS50 exercise," said Lieutenant General Klaus Habersetzer, Commander
of Combined Air Operations Centre Uedem.
"In addition to our main enduring mission –
NATO's 24/7/365 Air Policing safeguarding
airspace and preserving its integrity above the
Northern European Allies – we have also integrated the German-led Multinational Air Days
and ensured the synergies of both exercises
benefited all participants and supported the
training objectives," he added.

Space has been integrated for
the first time
With an increasing awareness of space capabilities and its influence on our everyday lives,
the NATO Space Centre has been integrated
into BALTOPS for the first time this year.
Space is essential to the Alliance's deterrence
and defense, including the ability to navigate,
track forces, gather intelligence, and detect
missile launches.
For the first time BALTOPS incorporated defensive cyber warfare tactics, techniques and
procedures, adding an extra element for Commanders to contend with.
"BALTOPS 50 has delivered everything we set
out to achieve. Contributions from well over

Baltic Fortress 21 trains Estonia,
Latvian, and Lithuanian naval officers
to operate at the task group level.
Baltic Fortress 21, provided complex
live operations, which incorporates
multi-dimensional harbor protection
training to provide security from the
maritime, across the littoral enabling
holistic coast defense.

half of the NATO alliance members, working
together with Sweden and Finland," said Rear
Admiral James Morley, STRIKFORNATO's
Deputy Commander. "Working together and
training together drives integration and cohesion, and improves alliance capability. BALTOPS 50 is the largest maritime exercise to be
conducted in the Baltic region, and reinforces
and underscores NATO's commitment to regional security and stability."

Working together to overcome
challenges
Two of NATO's four Standing Naval Forces
(SNF), Standing NATO Maritime Group One
(SNMG1) and Standing NATO Mine Countermeasures Group One (SNMCMG1), participated in BALTOPS 50 during a number
of scripted and free play serials. BALTOPS 50
presented a number of opportunities for both
SNMG1 and SNMCMG1 to work together to
overcome specific operational challenges.
New mine warfare capabilities
BALTOPS 50 also demonstrated new mine
warfare capabilities, ensuring freedom of
navigation and enabling secure sea lanes.
SNMCMG 1 provided safe passage for all
units through the Danish Straits, by clearing
the Denmark's Great Belt Region of sophisticated exercise sea mines and Water-Borne
Improvised Explosive Devices. The mine warfare program included experimentation with
unmanned mine countermeasure (MCM)
systems and the integration of Navy MCM
detachments with Marine Corps Explosive
Ordnance Disposal capabilities.
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eFP BG Lithuania

Iron Wolf and beyond: Commander enhanced Forward
Battlegroup Lithuania outlines training and exercise plans

STORY BY MULTINATIONAL CORPS NORTHEAST (ENGLISH-LANGUAGE VERSION), ORIGINAL STORY BY NORMAN WALD
(GERMAN ARMED FORCES)
PICTURES BY EFP BG LITHUANIA PAO / MAURICE FATEIGER
This article was first published on sfn.nato.int

RUKLA, Lithuania - Halfway through
his rotation, Lieutenant Colonel Sebastian Hebisch, the Commander of
the multinational enhanced Forward
Presence Battle Group Lithuania, looks
back on the events of the past months.
The ongoing certification exercise Iron
Wolf marks a culminating point of a
demanding training and exercise program. Approximately 4000 soldiers
from different nations train together to
showcase their operational readiness.
Since 10 February 2021, the 9th rotation of the
multinational enhanced Forward Presence
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Battlegroup Lithuania has been responsible
for contributing to the security of the territory
of the Alliance and of Lithuania. This requires
the men and women of the 9th rotation to continuously undergo a demanding training and
exercise regime which further increases common defence capabilities and demonstrates
unity within NATO.
"Following a warm welcome by our Lithuanian partners, we now have attained combat
readiness", says Lieutenant Colonel Sebastian
Hebisch and adds: "Until mid-August 2021,
approximately 600 multinational soldiers
from Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,
Norway and the Czech Republic will serve

alongside the German soldiers. This is an unmistakable symbol not only of solidarity with
our Lithuanian friends, but also of the unity
and determination of NATO."

Preparing for high-intensity
combat
Thanks to the integration of the enhanced Forward Presence Battlegroup into its structure,
the Lithuanian Iron Wolf Brigade has at its
disposal a highly mobile armoured unit. This
affords the Lithuanian mechanised infantry
brigade flexibility in the conduct of combat
operations and the possibility to create a clear
main effort. Joint training activities and exer-

cises contribute to a continuous harmonisation of tactics, techniques and procedures and
to a deepening of knowledge of capabilities on
both sides.
"The core of our training activities and exercises is to prepare for high-intensity combat. Our
mission here is of a purely defensive nature.
The focus of our activities, therefore, is on defensive and delay operations. In this context,
combat in urban and forest terrain plays a crucial role", says the Commander.
An early highlight of the presence in Lithuania
was the German combat company's participation in exercise Crystal Arrow which took place
in Latvia in March. The force-on-force exercise
was supervised by an international team of
evaluators and saw the German company – as
part of the Latvian battle group under Canadian leadership – carry out combat activities
typically associated with this type of operation.

Diversity is strength
This was followed by the traditional gunnery
competition which saw main battle tank and
infantry fighting vehicle crews vying for a
trophy. Showcasing speed and precision, the
Norwegian teams carried the day, repeating
last year's win of the Iron Spear trophy for Enhanced Forward Presence Battle Group Latvia.
"We offer a diverse set of skills for possible collective defence operations in the Baltic states",
says Lieutenant Colonel Hebisch and adds: "I
consider these differences a strength of our
defensive Alliance. Acquainting ourselves with
the capabilities of our partners is one goal of

our common efforts here in Lithuania. Hence,
our motto: 'strong – together'.

Close cooperation and mutual
integration

Now I eagerly look forward to the upcoming
challenge, the highlight of the multinational
training activities on the way to attaining the
'combat ready' status."

Exercise Raging Leopard in June 2021 will be
the final highlight for the 9th rotation. During the
two-week exercise, Lithuanian forces and the
soldiers of Enhanced Forward Presence Battlegroups Lithuania and Latvia will train together.

Reinforcements: 300 additional
soldiers and 60 vehicles
The operational readiness of each rotation is
assessed during an exercise. Currently a multinational team of evaluators is examining the
9th rotation's capabilities in the context of exercise Iron Wolf taking place at the Lithuanian
Gaižiūnai military training area from 19 May
to 31 May 2021. Lieutenant Colonel Hebisch
explains: "During the certification exercise
Iron Wolf, we – together with the Lithuanian
Iron Wolf Brigade – showcase our operational
readiness and interoperability as well as our
operational capabilities."
The exercise taking place in the greater Rukla
area is participated by approximately 4000
soldiers from different nations. They either
form part of the exercise force or act as umpires in a supervisory capacity. In order to
create realistic conditions for the certification
exercise, more than 300 additional military
personnel and more than 60 vehicles have
been transported to Lithuania by air or rail
during the past two weeks. Initially, German
forces from 3 Reconnaissance Support Battalion in Lüneburg and 325 Artillery Training Support Battalion in Munster took part in
combat exercises.

"Our contribution to collective defence and deterrence requires close cooperation and mutual
integration of our forces. Joint training activities and exercises help us increase cohesion and
provide an opportunity to exchange experience
and learn from each other. During our mission,
we experience every day what it means to be in
NATO", concludes Lieutenant Colonel Hebisch.

NATO's unreserved solidarity
"The perception of security is invariably a subjective feeling influenced by personal experience,
the history of one's country and the current political context. It, therefore, seems natural to me
that Germany is committed to this NATO mission", explains the lieutenant colonel.
He concludes: "The multinational presence
in the Baltic region in support of our Lithuanian friends is a powerful symbol of NATO's
unreserved solidarity. I can assure you that the
men and women of Enhanced Forward Presence Battle Group Lithuania – whether they
are from Belgium, Germany, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands or Czech Republic – are doing an
outstanding job. We will continue to make an
essential contribution to the defence of the eastern flank of the Alliance in Lithuania."
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eFP BG Estonia

Adding to the collective strength of NATO
- Exercise Spring Storm 2021

STORY BY EFP BATTLEGROUP ESTONIA PAO, PICTURES BY EFP BG EST PAO AND ESTONIAN DEFENCE FORCES

Spring Storm is the largest annual exercise conducted by the Estonian Defence
Forces (EDF). It's primary purpose is to
practice joint operations by the various
units of the EDF and its multinational Allies. The exercise also serves to complete
the training cycle of thousands of young
conscripts who join the EDF every year.
"I am satisfied with what we have achieved in
these three weeks. The objectives of the exercise were met," said the commanding officer
of the exercise, Major General Indrek Sirel, as
Spring Storm concluded in early June.
During the first week of the Spring Storm exercise that started on May 17, troops moved
to the defence forces' central training area
and surrounding training areas, Allied forces
including the NATO Battlegroup stationed in
Tapa, joined the exercise, and the first training exercises took place. EDF´s Kalev infantry
battalion rehearsed anti-aircraft combat, while
members of the EDF´s 22nd Infantry Battalion
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and the 17th Combat Engineer Battalion together prepared defensive positions

Extensive measures against
COVID-19
This year, despite COVID-19, troops from the
United States, Latvia, Poland, Italy, and Denmark came to Estonia to take part in Spring
Storm, alongside the Estonian forces and
the UK and French forces already stationed
in Tapa. Extensive measures to prevent the
spread of the coronavirus were implemented.
"Preliminary rapid testing and protective
masks were used to prevent COVID-19 positive people from entering the closed staff area
or the subsequent spread of droplet infection
indoors. Contacts between the units were also
kept to a minimum - maximum use was made
of the defence forces' own training areas and
public space was avoided, so that there was
no possibility for outside infection to be introduced," Chief Doctor of the Defence Forces,
Lieutenant Colonel Targo Lusti, said.

Important exercise in a realistic setting
"The annual Spring Storm exercise is
an important event, both for NATO´s
enhanced Forward Presence and the
Estonian Defence Forces, to cement the
elements of our collective training in a
realistic setting," said Colonel Dai Bevan,
Commander of NATO´s eFP in Estonia.
"It´s a really challenging exercise; it tests us
in the complex elements of modern warfare
and it certainly adds to the collective
strength of the NATO Battlegroup and the
EDF - it shows us that the sum is greater
than its parts, because each element of
the collective defence force, be it the
Scouts Batallion or our Armoured Infantry
Battlegroup, provides a valued capability
to the Estonian national security. Spring
Storm also illustrates for us areas to focus
on for exercise Hedgehog 2022; where
we can further develop our strengths in
terms of interoperability and the ability to
respond to a variety of threats."

Three-phased exercise
During the second week of Spring Storm, various units from EDF and other forces rehearsed
cooperation and interoperability in a wider
battle environment. Spring Storm then culminated with a tactical live-fire shooting exercise
organized by the EDF´s 1st Brigade. In addition to soldiers from the 1st and 2nd Brigades
of the EDF, the exercise involved UK and US
helicopters, a Latvian mortar platoon, Polish
forward observers, and, as fire control personnel, members of the defence forces, Defence
League, and reservists. The NATO Battlegroup
was also an active participant in the live-fire
phase of Spring Storm. "Taking part in the
live-fire was an invaluable experience for the
UK and French troops that make up the eFP
Battlegroup," said Lieutenant Colonel Dean
Canham, Commanding Officer of the NATO
Battlegroup, based in Tapa. "In one sense,
Spring Storm was a validation of our integration into the Estonian 1st Brigade; a goal that
we´ve been striving towards since we arrived
earlier this year - and I´m proud to say that
we passed that test with flying colors. But the
live-fire exercise takes this accomplishment
to a new level of closeness and integration in
terms of dealing with various deconfliction
issues and making compromises on the spot,
based on trust and knowledge of how we operate together."

UK Challengers assigned to an
Estonian Batallion
A good example of the integration process
could be seen during the second week of Spring
Storm, when the simulated battle raged on the
Central Training Area near Tapa. During that
period, the Estonian Scouts Battalion, a unit
within the 1st Brigade taking part in the battle, got a powerful addition to its capabilities;
a group of four UK Challenger tanks from the
NATO Battlegroup were assigned to the Batallion to use in their operations during the exercise. "They took off into the training area and we
didn´t really see them for a week," says Lt Col
Canham. "But when the soldiers from Badger
Squadron got back, they told us they had been
very busy, and that the Scouts had really appreciated the attachment."

"It was a great experience," said Lieutenant
Patrick Larkin Troop Leader Badger Squadron, the Royal Tank Regiment. "We were assigned to the Scouts Batallion for a week. Our
four Challenger tanks were used as a batallion
asset; we moved between their companies,
assisting their infantry in operations during
the field exercise. We got our orders from the
Scouts Batallion company commanders every
morning and I have to say, it was a very valuable experience for both sides; the Estonians
got to learn how to utilise capabilities that they
don´t usually have, and we got an important
insight into how they operate."

Extensive air support during
Spring Storm
Over 30 Allied and Estonian aircraft took part
in Spring Storm 2021, including the fifth generation Lockheed Martin F-35s from the Italian Air Force that currently make up NATO´s
Air Policing in Estonia. "The keywords of this
year's Spring Storm are the good cooperation
of Air Force and ground forces units and the
use of new and powerful air assets," said Estonian Air Force Commander Brigadier General
Rauno Sirk. Typhoon fighter jets from the Spanish Air Force also took part, as well as Apache
and Black Hawk helicopters from the US Army
and Wildcats from the British Army Air Corps.

High level visits
Both Estonia´s Prime Minister Kaja Kallas,
and the President of Estonia, Kersti Kaljulaid
paid visits to the troops during Exercise Spring
Storm. The President was given an overview
of the exercise, and later travelled out to the
Central Training Area, where she met with Estonian soldiers as well as members of the UK
and French contingents from the NATO Battlegroup. President Kaljulaid paid tribute to
the commitment shown to Estonia´s defence.
"Article 3 of the NATO Treaty, which first and
foremost covers self-defence in one's own territory, is covered, while it is quite clear that our
Allies have considered well how Article 5 might
be applied here," said President Kaljulaid. "It
is precisely this consideration, this high-level
training, which ensures deterrence, and this is
getting better every year."
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eFP BG POLAND

“IT TAKES CONSTANT PRACTICE!” EFP BATTLEGROUP
POLAND TESTS DEPLOYMENT READINESS

STORY BY SPC. OSVALDO FUENTES, EFP BG POLAND

NATO has enhanced its presence in the
eastern part of the Alliance, with four
multinational Battlegroups in Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania and Poland. These
Battlegroups, led by the United Kingdom, Canada, Germany and the United
States respectively, are multinational,
and combat-ready, demonstrating the
strength of the transatlantic bond.
Their presence makes clear that an attack on
one Ally will be considered an attack on the
whole Alliance. NATO's battle groups form
part of the biggest reinforcement of NATO's
collective defence in a generation.
A multinational group consisting of Romanians, Croatians, British, and Americans conducted a deployment readiness exercise called
“Rifle Ready,” at Bemowo Piskie Training
Area, Poland on July 1, 2021. NATO deployment readiness exercises, like Rifle Ready, test
the Alliance’s speed of response in preparation
for collective defense if necessary.
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“Our purpose is to respond rapidly to any
crisis,” said U.S. Army Lt. Col. Craig Broyles,
commander of U.S.-led enhanced Forward
Presence Battle Group Poland. “That takes
constant practice.”

The Battlegroup received an alert, marshalled and deployed to a scenario objective, employing the Battlegroup’s reconnaissance, anti-aircraft and infantry
assets.

Collective defense remains the alliance’s greatest responsibility and deterrence is a core element of NATO’s overall strategy.
“Being a part of this multinational Battlegroup
is an amazing opportunity,” said Romanian
Land Forces Maj. Mircea Zemtev, commander
of Sky Guardians. “Day by day we learn how to
train better with our Allies.”
This is NATO’s effort to create a harmonious,
collective group with incredible resolve and
flexibility to react to any sort of aggression on
an Ally. Romania, Croatia and Britain have
been very crucial to the mission.
“They’re excellent at what they do,” said
Broyles. “I look forward to doing these exercises to get faster, and stronger together.”
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AIRCOM - 60 YEARS
OF AIR POLICING

60 YEARS OF NATO

INTEGRATED AIR DEFENCE – A UK PERSPECTIVE

A RAF Phantom intercepts a Russian Tu-95
STORY BY SQUADRON LEADER PETER SINGLEHURST, ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDIA OPERATIONS AND EXERCISES
PICTURES BY UK MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

A historic perspective
The 1 May 2021 marks the 60th anniversary
of the beginning of NATO’s Integrated Air
Defence system that started when the UK’s
national Integrated Air Defence system came
online as the first NATO Air Defence region.

tire air space of the European NATO allies
with the air defence being controlled from
the Combined Air Operations Centres at
Uedem, Germany and Torrejón, Spain.
In 1961, however what was a new system
for NATO, was for the UK a long-established concept. The British system had its
origins during the First World War where it
was quickly recognised a system to effectively defend against the air attacks conducted against the UK was needed.

The UK region was closely followed by
the Southern Region 10 days later and the
Central region going live on the 1 July 1961.
The final region to be established was the
Northern Region on the 15 January 1964.
This new NATO system was originally
agreed by NATO Allies at a NATO Atlantic
Council meeting and was announced on 10
September 1960.

The Dowding System - the world's
first wide-area ground-controlled
interception network

This new integrated air defence system
would soon grow and evolve to the system
that is recognised today that covers the en-

Following the end of the war the question
of national air defence continued to be
worked on and by the 1930s a system that
is now the ‘Dowding System’ named after
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Sir Hugh Dowding the then RAF Fighter
Command commander was created.
This system was the world's first wide-area
ground-controlled interception network
and covered the UK from northern Scotland to the southern coast of England. The
system initially based on a widespread
dedicated land-line telephone network that
could be used to pass information that was
collected from a chain newly developed radar stations and the Royal Observer Corps
(ROC). This information was then used to
build a single image of the entire UK airspace and then direct defensive interceptor
aircraft and anti-aircraft artillery against
enemy targets.
One of the keys to the Dowding system
however was solving the problem of how to
get the information to the fighters before it

was out of date. Air Chief Marshal Dowding, realised that the use of hierarchical
reporting chains would solve the problem.

Hierarchical reporting chains
The information gathered from the radar
chain and the Observers was sent to a central
filter room at RAF Fighter Command Headquarters at Bentley Priory and used to prepare a map of the battle. The relevant details
were then sent to regional headquarters that
were designated by the RAF as Groups and
in turn to local Sector headquarters, where
operators re-created the map at a scale covering their area of operations.
Looking at the maps, commanders could
make decisions on how to employ their forces quickly and without clutter. Instructions were relayed to the pilots only from the
squadron's sector control rooms, normally
co-located at the fighters' operating bases.
The success of the system can be seen
during the Second World War where the
RAF interception rates rose to nearly 100%
compared to pre war tests, where interception rates were as low as 30%.

After World War II – The Rotor
system
Following the end of the war the UK
developed what was known as the ROTOR
system. This system was based around a
more elaborate air defence radar system
and was designed to counter possible attack by Soviet bombers.
By the 1 July 1956 the UK’s Air Defence
Operations Centre went to 24 hour man-

ning as part of the then SACEUR’s integrated early warning plan and was given
responsibility for the area west of 2 degrees
East and between latitudes 57 and 65
degrees North.

NATO enhanced Air Policing
Today the UK remains a leading member
of NATO and in addition to maintaining its
own national Quick Reaction Alert capability which remains integrated into the
NATO system also regularly contributes
to NATO Air Policing missions. Currently
RAF Typhoon fighters from IX (B) Squadron are deployed to Romania to conduct
the NATO enhanced Air Policing mission in
support of the Romanian Air Force in the
Black Sea Region.

Quick Reaction Alert – A core
activity of the Royal Air Force
Reflecting on 60 years of Quick Reaction
Alert (QRA) duty executing the collective
NATO Air Policing mission, the station
commander at RAF Lossiemouth, one of
two RAF stations in the UK that conduct
QRA said: “QRA remains a core activity
for the Royal Air Force, be that nationally
based from here at RAF Lossiemouth, or
deployed as IX (B) Squadron currently are
in Romania."
“We are all very aware of the long tradition
that the RAF has in conducting this air
defence mission and are proud to follow in
the footsteps of our predecessors," the station commander added. "And we continue
to build on their legacy by conducting such
operations as a leading NATO member of
the Alliance,” he concluded.

About NATO Air Policing
NATO Air Policing is an enduring defensive mission. The principle of collective
defence is at the very heart of NATO’s founding treaty. It remains a unique and
enduring principle that binds its members together, committing them to protect
each other and setting a spirit of solidarity within the Alliance.
NATO Air Policing ensures the integrity of Allies’ airspace in Europe and protects
Alliance nations by maintaining a continuous 24/7 Air Policing within SACEUR’s
area of responsibility. It is neither in response to any specific threat nor directed
against any nation.
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JFCBS J9

CASE21 - GETTING A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF
THE COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH

STORY BY LIEUTENANT COLONEL SHAUN REYNOLDS AND MR. DAVID FOLDY (JFCBS J9)

JFCBS hosted the Comprehensive
Approach Seminar 2021 (CASE21)
on 9 June 2021. Organized and led by
J9 CIMIC, CASE21 provided a forum
for JFCBS, NATO Allied and Partner
Nations and other NATO Headquarters
and stakeholders to discuss and gain a
better shared understanding of how to
enable a Comprehensive Approach in
support of its deterrence and defense
mission.

“Toward a Comprehensive
Approach”
The introduction paragraphs of many NATO
manuals discuss the need for a comprehensive approach (CA) to operations, without giving a precise definition. The NATO Defence
College modified Professor Julian Lindley
French’s definition of CA as “the generation
and application of security, governance and
development services, expertise, structures
and resources over time and distance in
partnership with host nations, host regions,
allied and partner governments and partner
institutions, both governmental and nongovernmental in order to address a comprehensive (governmental, societal, security and
economic) problem.”
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It is helpful to know that CA is not a term
created by NATO. Wide-spread use of CA
dates to the mid-2000s, as a consortium
of nations and national security-focused
academia grappled with how to apply whole
of government solutions across nations to
the post-Cold War world order marked with
increasing complexity as states weakened
and non-state actors took on more prominent
roles in nations’ security concerns. During
the 2006 Riga Summit, the North Atlantic
Council developed practical proposals for
implementing a comprehensive approach to
its operations. The resulting Comprehensive
Approach Action Plan conceived in the 2008
Bucharest Summit is enshrined in the 2010
(and current) Lisbon Strategic Concept “Security Through Crisis Management”, and other
further NATO SHAPE directives.
The 2010 NATO Alliance Strategic Concept
points out that “…a comprehensive political,
civilian and military approach is necessary for
effective crisis management.” Other sources
such as the NATO CIMIC Handbook explain
that a comprehensive approach is a “concept,
philosophy or mind-set” which NATO has
decided not to specifically define, so as not to

claim ownership. Nonetheless, it offers that
CA “is a mind-set aiming for synergies by
coordinating or at least de-conflicting political, humanitarian, development and security
efforts.”

CASE21 - Comprehensive
Approach Seminar at JFCBS
CASE21 was the third iteration of J9-led
seminars designed to educate JFC Brunssum leaders and staff officers, subordinate
headquarters, Allied and partner nations’
understanding of CA, and advance ideas
and best practices to incorporate in plans,
exercises, and possible future crisis operations. JFCBS Deputy Chief of Staff for Plans
Major General Kees Matthijssen chaired
the seminar from the London Conference
Room with select key staff while the vast
majority of the seminar occurred virtually
online due to COVID-19 protocols and related travel restrictions. Although this limited
the personal interactions typical of past
CASE events, it provided the opportunity
for even greater participation by nations’
representatives than which otherwise might
have been expected.

JFCBS CASE Themes
2017
Building a shared understanding of
the complex strategic considerations in
contemporary crisis management design
2019
Safe and Secure Environment
(SASE); Trident Jupiter 2018 (and
other exercises); Joint Operational
Planning and Assessment with
national civilian authorities; Building
comprehensive civil situational
awareness
2021
Operational level civil-military
cooperation and coordination on
Alliance territory to better align
with and in support of Deterrence
and Defence of the Euro-Atlantic
Area (DDA)

Representatives from eleven Allied and
Partner nations, as well 20 from NATO Command Structure, Force Structure, and other
national entities participated in CASE21.
The high number of participants, quality of
discussions and debate made this the most
productive CA Seminar to date. It showed JFCBS entities and partners are moving towards
better integration and coordination with the
nations, with a better understanding of the
nations’ caveats and sensitivities in sharing
information in the civilian environment. All
participating nations expressed their willingness to share information within reason
and limitations, and highlighted the successes
and challenges within their respective nations
or commands. This information exchange is
key in the view of the Deterrence and Defence
of the Euro-Atlantic Area, in order to mitigate

the risks associated to a misinterpretation of
the civil environment.

Refining JFCBS Contributions to a
Comprehensive Approach
Since 2017 JFCBS has set a goal to organize
follow-on comprehensive approach seminars
every 18-24 months. Soon plans will get
underway for CASE23. Just as many NATO
publications preface with a statement of the
security environment’s broad and evolving set
of challenges we face, the best practices and
tactics, techniques and procedures we use to
operate within it may likewise shift or mature.
SHAPE is currently undertaking a rewrite
of the 2010 Alliance Strategic Concept,
developed at a time when the Euro-Atlantic

area was at peace, the threat against NATO
territory was low, and terrorism and failed
or failing states ranked at the top of the
Alliance’s concerns. The new concept will
certainly take into consideration the events of
the past eleven years which have magnified
the importance of NATO’s deterrence and
defence missions.
CASE23 will certainly address how a
comprehensive approach supports the
new Alliance Strategic Concept, newly
published doctrine, and take into account
best practices have been implemented.
As with previous iterations, CASE23 will
engage JFCBS staff, allied and partner
nations on the most pressing CA topics
for the Headquarters, some which have
yet to be conceived.

Further Readings:
NATO, “A ''Comprehensive Approach'' to Crises”, 01 June 2021, https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_51633.htm
Karsten Friis, Pia Jarmyr, “The Comprehensive Approach: Challenges and Opportunities in Complex Crisis Management”, 2008, https://nupi.brage.unit.no/
nupi-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/276483/Security%2bin%2bPracatice-11-Friis-Jarmyr.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
NATO, “Riga Summit Declaration”, 29 November 2006, https://www.nato.int/docu/pr/2006/p06-150e.htm#comprehensive
NATO, “Bucharest Summit Declaration”, 3 April 2008, https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/official_texts_8443.htm
NATO, “The 2010 NATO Strategic Concept”, November 2010, www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/official_texts_68580.htm
Crisis Management Initiative, Kristiina Rintakoski & Mikko Autti, “Comprehensive Approach:
Trends, Challenges and Possibilities for Cooperation in Crisis Prevention and Management”, 2008, https://www.defmin.fi/files/1316/Comprehensive_Approach_-_Trends_Challenges_and_Possibilities_for_Cooperation_in_Crisis_Prevention_and_Management.pdf
Atlantic Council, Kathleen J. McInnis and Clementine G. Starling, “The Case for a Comprehensive Approach 2.0: How NATO Can Combat Chinese and Russian
Political Warfare”, June 2021, https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/NATO-Comprehensive-Approach-Report-2021.pdf

21

VISITS AND ACTIVITIES
APRIL - JULY 2021
14 APRIL 2021

EXERCISE STEADFAST COBALT 2021
STEADFAST COBALT 2021 is NATO's largest Communications and Information
System exercise which will be conducted by the NATO CIS Group from 12 April
to 30 April 2021. As a result of COVID-19 NATO is taking precautionary measures and for the second time, this exercise takes place in a virtual environment.
STEADFAST COBALT is an annual exercise that kick starts NATO Response Force
(NRF) preparation activities.

21 APRIL 2021

THIS IS NOT AN EXERCISE
Commander JFCBS, Jörg Vollmer, visits NATO's largest Communications and
Information System exercise. With STEADFAST COBALT 21, NATO looks to the
future and continues to adapt in order to meet the challenges of today through
improving combat readiness and responsiveness even during a pandemic like
COVID-19.
"We take COVID-19 as a challenge and will work to ensure this exercise is a
success, based on less meetings, with more flexibility. At the end this is not an
exercise", stated Brigadier General Hans Folmer, Deputy Commander NATO CIS
Group, finally.

29 APRIL 2021

DIALOGUE AND COOPERATION - JFC BRUNSSUM CONDUCTS VIRTUAL
PARTNERSHIP MEETINGS
Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum conducted virtual meetings with assigned NATO Partner Countries. The engagements are part of the annual Military
Strategic Partnership Conference sponsored by SHAPE Partnerships Directorate with the aim to maintain dialogue and further develop mutual understanding on military cooperation programmes between NATO and Partners.

4 MAY 2021

NETHERLANDS REMEMBRANCE DAY
Every year on 4th May a national commemoration takes place across the Netherlands. The intent is to pay tribute to all Netherlands victims – soldiers and
civilians – who have been killed in the Kingdom of the Netherlands, or elsewhere in the world in war or peace-keeping operations, since the outbreak of
the Second World War. This year was no exception in the town of Brunssum.

18 MAY 2021

COVID-19 SUPERVISED SELF-TESTING REGIME COMMENCES AT JFC
BRUNSSUM
From 17 May, a facility for supervised self-testing has been established at the
HQs. All JFCBS personnel can now be tested twice per week, free of charge, at
the self-testing site without additional risk to staff, facilities, or the environment.
The testing process has been implemented to protect staff, families, and the
community in which we work and live.
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3 JUNE 2021

GERMAN CHIEF OF ARMY STOPS IN BRUNSSUM
Lieutenant General Alfons Mais, Chief of the German Army, met with General
Jörg Vollmer, Commander Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum (JFCBS)
General Vollmer stated; "The German Forces are an important partner in
NATO's north-eastern flank as a framework nation within the eFP Battle Group
Lithuania and has been in charge in Northern Afghanistan since the beginning.
It is therefore of utmost importance to discuss and synchronise the upcoming
phases in both Afghanistan and the Baltic States."

9 JUNE 2021

JFC BRUNSSUM CONDUCTS ANNUAL COMPREHENSIVE
APPROACH SEMINAR
JFC Brunssum (JFCBS) conducted the Comprehensive Approach Seminar
2021 via video teleconference. The seminar provided a forum for interaction
between nations, JFCBS staff plus other NATO and non-NATO Headquarters
and organisations. Discussion focused on Operational-level civil-military
cooperation and coordination on Alliance territory in order to better align with
and support Deterrence and Defence of the Euro-Atlantic Area (DDA).

11 JUNE 2021

BRITISH AMBASSADOR TO THE NETHERLANDS VISITS BRUNSSUM
On Friday 11th June the British Ambassador to the Netherlands, Mrs Joanna
Roper CMG, visited Joint Force Command Brunssum (JFCBS)
Mrs Roper was welcomed by Commander JFCBS, General Vollmer, for an
afternoon of briefings including the roles and responsibilities of JFCBS, the
upcoming NATO Summit and other topics of mutual interest.

2 JULY 2021

JFC BRUNSSUM HOSTS STEADFAST JUPITER 21 TRAINING CONFERENCE
On Wednesday 30th June, Joint Force Command Brunssum (JFCBS) hosted
a video-transmitted conference in preparation for the upcoming exercise
Steadfast Jupiter 21.
The event was attended by Force Commanders from the elements
participating in Steadfast Jupiter 21 later this year, including the designated
NATO Response Force Maritime Command, Land Command and Air
Command. Exercise Steadfast Jupiter 21 is designed to train and evaluate
the elements of NATO's Response Force (NRF22). Joint Force Command
Brunssum will take over the lead for NRF22 from its sibling command in
Naples, Italy, at the beginning of 2022.

2 JULY 2021

NSPA GENERAL MANAGER VISITS JFC BRUNSSUM
Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum (JFCBS), General Jörg Vollmer, was
pleased to welcome the General Manager of the NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA), Mr Peter Dohmen.
NSPA brings together, in a single organization, acquisition, logistic, medical
and infrastructural capabilities, operational and systems support and services to the NATO nations, NATO Military Authorities and partner nations. As
NATO's primary enabler, its mission is to provide effective and cost efficient
multinational solutions to the Alliance, its 30 Nations and Partners.
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REMEMBRANCE
BRUNSSUM

NETHERLANDS REMEMBRANCE DAY

STORY BY JFCBS PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

Brunssum, the Netherlands – Every year on
4th May a national commemoration takes
place across the Netherlands. The intent is to
pay tribute to all Netherlands victims – soldiers and civilians – who have been killed in
the Kingdom of the Netherlands, or elsewhere
in the world in war or peace-keeping operations, since the outbreak of the Second World
War. This year was no exception in the town
of Brunssum.
Shortly after 10:00 this morning the Mayor
of Brunssum (Mayor Wilma Van der Rijt),
Commander JFC Brunssum (General Jӧrg
Vollmer) and Commander US Army Garrison
Benelux-Brunssum (Colonel James Yastrzemsky) laid wreaths at both the Public and War
Cemeteries in Brunssum. On completion, all
took the time to recite impromptu but highly
appropriate words of thanks to those who have
made the ultimate sacrifice so that we can continue to enjoy peace today. In his remarks
General Vollmer stated: 'We should never forget the debt we owe. They gave their 'today' for
our 'tomorrow.' And, around the world, men
and women of today's generation (military and
civilian) continue to lay down their lives to preserve peace. We are all thankful to them.'
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REMEMBRANCE
MARGRATEN

US MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY AT MARGRATEN

STORY BY JFCBS PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

Sunday 30 May, representatives of the American Battle Monuments Commission, the Superintendent and staff of the Netherlands
American Cemetery, accompanied by local
and regional officials, paid tribute to American
service personnel who sacrificed their lives in
World War II in pursuit of peace and freedom
in a COVID-compliant ceremony at the Netherlands American Cemetery, Margraten.
Dignitaries in attendance included: Representative of the King of the Netherlands (Rear
Admiral Ludger Brummelaar); Acting King's
Commissioner of Limburg Province (Acting
Governor Johan Remkes); Amsterdam Consul General, Ms. Jennifer DeWitt Walsh; Chief
of Defence of the Netherlands (General Onno
Eichelsheim); Supreme Allied Commander
Europe (General Tod Wolters); Commander
JFC Brunssum (General Jӧrg Vollmer); City of
Eijsden-Margraten (Acting Mayor Sjraar Cox);
Acting Superintendent of the Netherlands
American Cemetery (Mr Johnny Matherne).
The Netherlands American Cemetery and Me-

morial is the only American military cemetery
in the Netherlands. The cemetery site has a
rich historical background, lying near the famous Cologne-Boulogne highway built by the
Romans that was used by Caesar during his
campaign in that area. The highway was also
used by Charlemagne, Charles V, Napoleon,
and Kaiser Wilhelm II. In May 1940 Hitler's
legions advanced over the route of the old Roman highway, overwhelming the Low Countries. In September 1944, German troops once
more used the highway for their withdrawal
from the countries occupied for four years.
The cemetery's tall memorial tower can be
seen before reaching the 65.5 acre site. From
the cemetery entrance visitors are led to the
Court of Honor with its pool reflecting the tower. At the base of the tower facing the reflecting
pool is a statue representing a mother grieving
her lost son. To the right and left, respectively,
are the visitors building and the map room
containing three large, engraved operations
maps with texts depicting the military operations of the American armed forces.
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NATIONAL
CONTRIBUTION

THE ESTONIAN DEFENCE
FORCES (EDF)

ARTICLE FROM HTTPS://MIL.EE/EN/DEFENCE-FORCES/
PICTURES FROM HTTPS://PILDID.MIL.EE/

The Estonian Defence Forces are
structured according to the principle
of a reserve force. This means that
the main part of the defence forces
of the state are units in the reserve.
More than 4.000 persons are in permanent readiness which in turn is
part of EDF’s rapid response readiness (ca 29.000 persons altogether).
Another 4.000 are in supplementary
reserve. In addition, there are more
than 30.000 reservists who have
been trained in Estonian Defence
Forces. In total, Estonian Defence
Forces comprises of about 230.000
persons who are enrolled in mobilisation register.
In peacetime, the main tasks of EDF are
to monitor and maintain control over
airspace, to maintain combat readiness,
to train conscripts and develop reserve
units, to participate in NATO and UN-led
international missions and to provide assistance to civilian authorities in case of
national emergency.
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In crises the main tasks of EDF are to increase readiness levels of units as required,
to prepare for transition to wartime structure and to begin partial or total mobilization as ordered, to integrate units from
other ministries and to prepare for assistance from and reception of friendly forces.
During crises or wartime, the main tasks of
the Estonian Defence Forces are to defend
the territorial integrity of the state; to facilitate military debarking procedures – the
arrival and deployment of Allied forces by
land, air or sea; to control ports and maritime communications; to maintain control
over national airspace and facilitate the air
defence of strategic assets in co-operation
with forces from other countries.

Estonian National
Defence Policy
Estonia’s defence policy aims to guarantee
the preservation of the independence and
sovereignty of the state, the integrity of its
land area, territorial waters and airspace
and its constitutional order. Its main goals
remain the development and maintenance

of a credible capability to defend the nation’s vital interests and development of
the EDF in a way that ensures their interoperability with the armed forces of NATO
and EU member states and their capability
to participate in the full range of Alliance
missions.
The Estonian Defence Forces have been active in operations abroad since participating in the United Nations Protection Force
(UNPROFOR) mission Croatia in 1995. The
first combat experiences for the Estonian
military were gained from Iraq in 2003.
The Constitution of the Republic of Estonia foresees mandatory duty to perform
service in the Defence Forces of all physically and mentally healthy male citizens.

Leadership of the National
Defence
The national defence of Estonia is conducted on the principles of civilian control inherently bound with the democratic organisation of the state. Democratically elected

Estonia and NATO
Source: https://shape.nato.int/estonia
Estonia became a member of NATO in 2004. Estonia's
very first contribution to NATO was in 2005 when the
flagship of the Estonian Navy Admiral Pitka served as staff
and support ship of Standing NATO Response Force Mine
Countermeasures Group 1 (SNMCMG1). Estonia contributed
to the NATO Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan
(Resolute Support) and is currently supporting the NATO
Training Mission in Iraq.
Since 2008 Estonia is host to the NATO Cooperative Cyber
Defence Centre of Excellence (CCD COE) in Tallinn. The CCD
COE conducts research and training on cyber warfare and
develops NATO standards and capabilities for cyber defence.
On 2014 the Ämari Air Base become mission base for the
NATO Baltic Air-Policing where Allied aircraft station and
operate on rotational basis.
As part of NATO's strengthened deterrence and defence
posture the Enhanced Forward Presence (eFP) was
established in the Eastern Flank of the Alliance – in Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania and Poland.

and appointed executive institutions make
decisions on the use of the Defence Forces
and determine the respective objectives, allocate the necessary resources and monitor
the attainment of the objectives.

In peacetime the Estonian Defence Forces
and the national defence organisations are
led by the Commander of the Defence Forces, in wartime by the Commander-in-Chief
of the Defence Forces.

The implementation of the principles of
civilian control is guaranteed by defencerelated rights, obligations and responsibilities legislatively laid upon the Parliament,
the President of the Republic and the Government of the Republic.

The Chief of the Defence Forces and the
Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Forces
are appointed and released from office by
the Parliament on the proposal of the President of the Republic.

The highest leader of the national defence is
the President of the Republic advised in national defence matters by the National Defence
Council comprising of the Chairman of the
Parliament, the Prime Minister, the Chief of
Defence (the Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Forces in wartime), the Defence Minister, the Minister of Internal Affairs, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Chairman of the
Parliamentary National Defence Committee.
Executive power in the leadership of the
national defence is executed by the Government of the Republic.

Headquarters of the Estonian Defence
Forces is the working body of the Chief of
the Defence Forces. The General Staff is a
joint staff engaged with operational leadership, training and development of the Defence Forces. Operational leadership is implemented by the Operational Staff, which
plans and controls operations and ensures
defence readiness and mobilisation.

Land Forces
The Estonian Land Forces are the main arm
of the Defence Forces.
Development priorities for the Land Forces
are the capability to participate in missions

outside the national territory and the capability to perform operations to protect the
territory of Estonia, also in co-operation
with the Allies.

Navy
Estonian Navy’s duty is to protect the territorial waters of Estonia. In case of crisis,
Navy defends harbour areas, sea lines of
communication and by-sea approaches to
the coastline. Co-operation with allied units
will be done if deemed to be necessary.

Air Force
The Estonian Air Force is a fully professional service of the Estonian Defence Forces.
Since it’s re-establishment in 1994 the Estonian Air Force has been built up from
scratch by a generation of young and talented airmen who embrace constant change
and advances in technology. The eagerness
and energy of the relatively young officer
and NCO corps has made it possible that
the Estonian Air Force operates 24/7/365
and is equipped with state-of-the-art aircraft and modern systems.

NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence
The Tallinn-based NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of
Excellence (NATO CCDCOE) is a NATO-accredited knowledge
hub, think-tank and training facility. The international military
organisation focuses on interdisciplinary applied research and
development, as well as consultations, trainings and exercises
in the field of cyber security. The Centre’s mission is to enhance
capability, cooperation and information-sharing between
NATO, Allies and partners in cyber defence.
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COMMUNITY

#WEAREJFCBS
HUNGARY

Name:

Master Sergeant Jozsef Varga

Function:	Communications Division
Nation: Hungary

lots of insights each day. These skills help
me to fulfil my tasks in a better way day
by day thus increasing the team&#39;s
effectiveness.

Tell us about yourself before coming to
Brunssum?

Do you have family with you in
Brunssum?

When did you arrive at JFCBS?

I arrived here in Brunssum on the 1st of
September 2019.

What is your position here and what
do you like about it?

I am a member of the IMAT-Team.
The IMAT (Information Environment
Monitoring and Assessment Team) is part
of the Communications Division and it was
established two years ago. Its purpose is
to monitor all activities in the information
environment (IE) in our area of vigilance.
I am very happy to work with my team.
This job offers me many challenges and
opportunities, and I can enhance my
knowledge in this domain. Nowadays, as
we can all experience in our daily life, the
information environment is extremely
energetic and is continuously moving every
day of the week for 24 hours. That is why
our job requires continuous attention. This
dynamic environment provides me with

My family has joined me during
these years I have spent here at the
Headquarters. My wife and I have three
kids and we live here in Brunssum. My
wife and my daughters are enjoying being
here. To tell the truth, we had concerns
about how we would be able to handle our
daily life here but fortunately, everything
is working very well. This is also due
to the help of the other Hungarian
families and NATO colleagues serving
here. Our daughters got used to the
multinational environment provided by
the International School very quickly and
my wife has quite soon adapted to the
daily routine.

What are your hobbies/ what do you
do with your free time?

My personal hobby is boxing.
Unfortunately, the opportunities are quite
limited because of the COVID restrictions
and my busy daily routine. I try to take
breaks to do some exercising during my
afternoons at least a couple of hours per
week. My family and I like to spend our
weekends in an active way. Bike tours and
long hikes mainly here in the area usually
form part of the weekends. If there is a
chance, we visit places recommended by
travel forums here in The Netherlands and
in the neighbouring countries.

I grew up in a small village named
Tápiószele, which is located 80 km east of
Budapest. I graduated my high school and
civilian professional studies in different
institutions in Budapest. On September
2001, I joined the Hungarian Defence
Forces (HDF) Central NCO School.
I started my military career as an
armoured NCO cadet.

After my NCO school studies I was
stationed at a garrison next to the south
border, where I spent the next eleven years.
Because of the continuous transformations
within the HDF, I served at different
positions and units. I fulfilled my tasks as a
tank commander, anti-armoured artillery
squad leader and as first sergeant in an
infantry platoon.
During these years, I took part in five
missions in the Balkans: In Sarajevo,
Pristina and Skopje. In 2012, I was posted
back to NCO school and I started my new
job as a drill sergeant. In 2014, I joined the
HDF Psychological Operations Centre and
started my orientation courses in order to
accomplish my further tasks as a member
of a tactical PSYOPS team.
Fortunately, in the PSYOPS Centre I had
the chance to take part in different
international exercises and courses that
provided me with the direct opportunity
to increase my knowledge at different
levels domains.
I have to say that, as usual for a soldier,
most memorable for me was my first
mission in Kosovo in 2004.

OFFICIAL VOLVO MILITARY/DIPLOMAT SALES AGENT
NATO AIRBASE GEILENKIRCHEN, U.S. ARMY GARRISSON SCHINNEN & JFC BRUNSSUM
M OR E TH AN

5 0 Y EA RERS
VO LV O DE AL

· FOR ALL EUROPEAN AND US
SPECS. VOLVO’S
· LEADING TAX-FREE MILITARY AND
DIPLOMATIC VOLVO SUPPLIER
· GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES
· ALL VOLVO MODELS SERVICE AND
MAINTENANCE
· BODY AND PAINT SHOP
· VOLVO DEALER SINCE 1965

Auto Kallen | Rijksweg Zuid 320 - Sittard-Geleen | The Netherlands | www.autokallen.nl
Tel+31 (0)46 - 423 8688 | Contact persons: r.thyssen@autokallen.nl and s.janssen@autokallen.nl
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· ONLY 12 KM FROM JFC BRUNSSUM
AND 25 KM FROM NATO BASE
GEILENKIRCHEN
· SPECIAL OFFERS

WE FOCUS ON CARS.
Your NATO Specialists
Patrick Franzen

Sales consultant Audi
Fon +49 (2451) 9870 - 57
Patrick.Franzen@jacobs-gruppe.de

Daniel Schneiders

Sales consultant VW
Fon +49 (2451) 9870 - 590
Daniel.Schneiders@jacobs-gruppe.de

We are looking forward to your visit!
Audi Zentrum Aachen Jacobs Automobile GmbH
Zweigniederlassung Geilenkirchen
Landstraße 48 + 50 · 52511 Geilenkirchen
Fon (02451) 98 700 · Fax (02451) 6 67 88
info@jacobs-geilenkirchen.de· www.jacobs-gruppe.de

ROADCRAFT
DIPLOMATIC / MILITARY

Restaurant open Thursday to Sunday from 17:00 - 21:00 hours
Please make a reservation

Visit our website: www.molise.nl
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MilitaryDiplomaticTaxFreeCars.com
ceo@MilitaryDiplomaticTaxFreeCars.com
direct lines: 0031 646855537

Our address: Rimburgerweg 2a in Brunssum
Pick up and deliver phone number: 045-5256296
Express delivery open 7 days a week from 16:00 - 22:00 hours

Buying a car with your
support and exemplary
service have made
this a memorable
15% Extra
experience!
Cdr Saunders

Automobile Geilenkirchen

USED CAR
TRADE-IN

ROADCRAFT
DIPLOMATIC / MILITARY

BEST FCU
FINANCE RATES

MASSIVE NEW SAVINGS OFF
EUROPEAN SPEC 2020 MODELS:
Up to 25% NATO discount oﬀ the following brands:

Up to 20% NATO discount oﬀ the following brands:

LOWEST U.S.A. VOLVO PRICES
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MilitaryDiplomaticTaxFreeCars.com
ceo@MilitaryDiplomaticTaxFreeCars.com
direct lines: 0031 646855537

