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NATO’S DETERRENCE AND DEFENCE –
A CALL FOR JFCBS TO BE READY AND CAPABLE

When I took up my post as JFC
Brunssum Commander last
year, I knew I was stepping into
a dynamic environment. The
world has changed significantly
as state and non-state actors
alike have challenged the post1945 international order. For the
strongest and most successful
military Alliance in history, this has
been a call to evolve and adapt so
that we can continue to guarantee
the security of our populations,
protect NATO’s territorial integrity
and promote our shared values.

Credible deterrence and capable
defence to preserve peace
Since Russia’s illegal occupation of
Crimea and activities in Eastern Ukraine
NATO, and NATO Allies, have sent
a clear message that Article 5 – the
statement in the Washington Treaty that
enshrines Collective Defence – remains
the cornerstone of our organisation.
You are all aware of assurance and
deterrence activities such as Air Policing,
the enhanced Forward Presence (eFP)
and the Very High Readiness Joint Task
Force (VJTF). The eFP Battlegroups
are an example of the Alliance taking
its territorial responsibilities seriously;
they are also a clear demonstration of the
cohesion and readiness of our forces. Air
Policing underlines NATO’s commitment
to burden sharing and collective security.
Moreover, the VJTF, spearhead of the
NATO Response Force (NRF), informs
that the Alliance is able to provide a highly
capable and sustainable high-readiness
force at short notice if the situation
necessitates it.
NATO has increased its exercises,
deployments and readiness serials. This
sends the clear message that our defensive
Alliance is credible in its purpose. Looking
back over the last year, I can state with full
confidence that HQs Joint Force Command
Brunssum is serious in its purpose as well.
2021 has been a particularly challenging
year due to the tremendous effort that
was necessary to ensure all of our tasks
were successfully achieved. Amongst
others, these included the preparation
and execution of exercises, supporting
activities in the drawdown of NATO’s
Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan,
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and the sustainment of vigilance against
any security threat, from any direction,
throughout our Area of Vigilance.

Exercise STEADFAST JUPITER
2021 – Teamwork leads to
success
Exercise STEADFAST JUPITER 2021
challenged all of us with a demanding
scenario as we sought to achieve our
objectives as a Joint Task Force HQs
for 2022. This important test of staff
functions and processes validated
concepts, procedures and systems. This
was NATO's first ever exercise in which
we focused on deterrence and building
up a force for robust defence. Let me take
this opportunity to thank each and every
one of you for your dedication and team
spirit. We are now certified for our NATO
Response Force 2022 standby Command
role that we will assume from JFC Naples
on 01 January 2022.

The End of the Resolute Support
Mission
Whilst, towards the end of 2021, we
focussed on Battle Staff Training, Exercises
and Certification, the termination of the
Resolute Support Mission had a significant
impact on our activities. The closure of a
Peace Support Operation outside of NATO
territory is a demanding task and I saw
the HQs succeeding in its role as Out-ofTheatre HQs for Afghanistan. Thanks to
everybody who helped to retrograde our
troops successfully, to fulfil our mission
until the very end of NATO`s military
engagement and to protect our service men
and women on the ground.

NATO Response Force – Vigilance
and Readiness
Drawing upon the successes of this year,
the year ahead will require a continuation
of the determination and professionalism
I now know is embedded within this
HQs’ staff. This is especially the case
as we approach our stand-by period for
Command of NATO Response Force 22, in
which we will participate as the Joint Task
Force HQs in the Norwegian-led Exercise
COLD RESPONSE. In this endeavour, not
only our unyielding vigilance will form the

baseline of our activities, it will require
a capable force ready to deploy at short
notice, and a highly capable staff element,
able to seamlessly execute command and
control.
Finally, please let me remind you that the
global pandemic is not over. I strongly
encourage all of you to be vaccinated if
you have not been already and to accept
booster jabs when they fall due. It is of
vital importance that you follow the rules:
Stay home if you feel sick, wash your hands
frequently, wear a mask when necessary
and keep social distancing. I know that
Covid-19 is a challenge for you and your
families, but we are doing everything we
can to protect you and your loved ones.
Together, we will get through this.
I am proud to serve alongside you,
shoulder to shoulder. As the Commander
of Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum,
I know that I can count on you, your
professionalism and on the highly
appreciated support of your families
throughout 2022. Together, we are Allied
Joint Force Command Brunssum.
General Jörg Vollmer
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EXERCISE
STEADFAST JUPITER

A Training Success Story Planning for STEADFAST JUPITER 2021

STORY BY OF-3 MARC CASBAS BELTRAN, OF-3 MICHEAL ROBERTS, OF-3 DAVID LEBEL, OF-4 NILS HODNELAND, OF-4 ALISTAIR GREEN, JFCBS J7

NATO Allies rely on NATO for
deterrence and defence and, in a period
of strategic competition, it is essential
that NATO is able to signal its intent
and resolve. In order to ensure this
capability and readiness is achieved,
Joint Force Command Brunssum
(JFCBS) conducted an intensive period
of training during September 2021.
This included Academic Training
(ACA), Key Leader Training (KLT),
a rehearsal of concept (ROC) Drill
and a seven-day Battle Staff Training
(BST) event. The Battle Rhythm (BR)
saw the staff work extended days and
extended hours. The aim of the BST
was to focus on generating capabilities
and train personnel in essential
procedures and processes in order to
achieve an optimised collective training
standard in the Headquarters prior to
conducting the STEADFAST JUPITER
2021 Command Post Exercise (CPX) at
the end of October 2021.

Preparing the staff
The challenge for the HQ is to prepare JFCBS
staff in line with agreed exercise Training
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Objectives, ensure that key leaders and staff
understand their roles and responsibilities
in the overall Decision Making Process
(DMP) and facilitate the integration of new
Flag Officer/General Officers (FOGOs)
and newcomers into the Joint Task Force
(JTF)
Headquarters
BR.
Additional
challenges included educating the new staff
during Academics across Joint functions,
familiarising, refining and practicing using
Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) and
internal Divisional procedures. As with
all collective training events, the Lessons
Learned and Identified (LL/LI) are crucial to
future accomplishment.

The recipe for success
The recipe for success has been developed
over the course of the last three years with the
associated BST from the BRILLIANT BONUS
(BRBO20) exercise and the TRIDENT
JUPITER 19 series (TRJU19). The conceptual
approach was used to integrate best practice
and lessons learned through thorough analysis
of the overall HQ training requirement
together with Command Group (CG) guidance.
On top of that, the unique challenge for the
BST is that it was the first time for NATO to

conduct an exercise in the Deterrence Phase.
The previous STJU21 article in the August
edition of the Northern Star explained how
through the academic period the staff and CG
had gained the necessary theoretical context
to be able to operate in a Deterrence Phase.

Learning about deterrence
Academic training started with one session in
January 2021 and saw personnel from across
NATO starting to learn about deterrence
and was built upon in September in order
to take into account the summer rotation
of personnel. The aim was to start to get
personnel thinking about how to operate in
a situation which isn’t quite a conventional
conflict but neither a peacetime situation.
The second session was conducted from 13
to 17 September and included discussion
on the theory of deterrence, the Sea, Land,
Air and SOF understanding of deterrence,
Counter-Aggression/Counter-Surprise along
with discussion regarding legal issues, rules
of engagement and UAVs; all of which have
many different roles to play in the ‘grey space’.

Positive attitude makes the
difference
The BST design was a vignette-based command
post exercise collective training event based
on a seven day BR cycle. It was a Joint Task
Force exercise, within a NATO pre-article
5 deterrence operational context. JFCBS’s
role in the BST was as a Joint Task Force
Headquarters. All Single Service Commands
(SSCs) and Component Commands (CCs) were
invited to contribute with their Liaison Officer
(LO) teams. All NATO chains of command
were involved in the planning process of
academics, KLT and the BST. The BST was
also designed to be a stand-alone event having
been integrated completely in line with the
Joint Warfare Centre (JWC) STJU21 scenario.
A rehearsal of concept was tailored before the
battle staff training period. This design gave
the recognition that our approach to BST was
not doctrinal, nevertheless, it allowed the HQ
to verify its BR and build upon its concept for
operating during the first phase of a crisis. The
positive attitude of staff was outstanding and
the input from the LOs were critical to making
the BST a great success.

Senior mentoring
This JFCBS success was a team effort; SHAPE
provided substantial FOGO level support with
two Senior Mentors (LTG (ret’d) Thomson
and LTG (ret’d) Parent) who came to advise
during the KLT and the end of the BST.
JFCBS also benefited from support from

the CTS company with exceptional advice
and support of LTG (ret’d) STORRIE, MG
(ret’d) BEVIS, GEN (ret’d) BADIALETTI.
For the first time since 2016 at JFCBS in a
BST, the Joint Exercise Management Module
(JEMM) was successfully used. This is a webbased application supporting trainers in the
preparation and execution of an exercise with
leadership from CTS and the JWC.
JFCBS has aligned the support from
component LOs with the BST and have
included them in the JEMM play through
injects as well as daily reports. The LOs
attended the JTF HQ Boards and Working
Groups through the use of JEMM during the
BST. A tailored NATO Common Operating
Picture (NCOP) was produced in line with the
COS’ requirement. The refurbished Combined
Joint Operation Centre (CJOC) was declared
operational before the start of the BST.

Regular exercises improve
interoperability, processes and
procedures
JFCBS regularly exercises its military structure
to improve interoperability, processes,
procedures and CIS in order to maintain
readiness capabilities. The refurbished CJOC,
with its display wall and communication suite,
was able to seamlessly conduct its BR events
and provide situational awareness across
JFCBS HQ.
The NCOP was leveraged to provide a
sampling of the capability of the CJOC and the
added value of using the NCOP more often in

JFCBS HQ processes. The new layout of the
CJOC provided the integration of additional
representatives in the CJOC allowing a better
information flow between all Divisions and
Branches, and representing all domains
recognised within NATO.
While more refinements are underway, it is
clear that the Joint All Domain approach in
this exercise will assist JFCBS HQ in executing
Command and Control (C2) from peacetime,
to crisis and conflict, across the JFCBS AOR or
beyond. With a renewed focus on short-term
planning capacity and short-term assessment,
the CJOC can now better support JFCBS HQ
DMP and ensure synchronisation of efforts in
cooperation with our Component Commands.
It is the plan to continue to increase NCOP
usage in the CJOC for Situational Awareness
Briefing and Hand-over/Take-over briefings
with each training and real life event taking
place in JFCBS AOR.

After the BST, ready for the next
challenge
The success of the BST can be measured
by the complete integration of the JFCBS
newcomers. All JFCBS personnel now
have the same situational awareness and
understanding of the DMP in a JTF HQ. The
success of the command post exercise (CPX)
have given the clue that JFCBS was ready to
fulfil the next phase of exercise execution.
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EXERCISE
STEADFAST JUPITER

STEADFAST JUPITER 2021: Executing a 360-degree
Command Post Exercise at JFC BRUNSSUM

STORY BY: OF-3 MARC CASBAS BELTRAN, OF-4 JAN VAN DAMME, OF-4 ALISTAIR GREEN

The
STEADFAST
JUPITER
21
(STJU21) Command Post Exercise
(CPX) was completed in October
2021 confirming that JFCBS is ready
to fulfil the role of a warfighting
Joint Headquarters. With over 5000
personnel participating from 18
different locations, Exercise STJU21
provided
training
opportunities
for SHAPE, theatre Component
Commands
(including
Allied
Land Command, Allied Maritime
Command, Allied Air Command,
and the NATO Military Cyber
Operations Centre), as well as the
Multinational
Corps
Northeast,
Multinational CIMIC Group, the
CBRN Joint Assessment Team, and
the Norwegian Joint Headquarters,
amongst others. The success of the
event was calibrated against the
complete integration of all of the
Nations who trained together during
this combined joint level exercise.

Deterrence Scenario
Exercise STJU21 includes the stakeholders
for the NATO Response Force 2022
(NRF22) and Theatre Advisors in planning
and conducting a pre-Article 5 scenario
covering a Deterrence and Defence
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operation. Exercise STJU21 was the largest
NATO exercise held since the outbreak of
COVID-19. The exercise consists of ‘all
domain operations’ against a peer adversary
based on a fictitious pre-Article 5 training
scenario using a 360-degree approach, set
in the High North region of Europe and the
Baltic Sea Region.
The planning of this exercise began in
2019, but was hampered by the COVID-19
epidemic and subsequent restrictions.
Nevertheless, thanks to extensive use of
video teleconferences (VTC) and other
online collaborative tools, the exercise was
executed as planned. Although there is no
better substitute for meeting in person,
STJU21 highlighted NATO’s flexibility
and ability to respond to unforeseen
circumstances and yet still deliver a
successful NRF certification exercise.

A challenge for training audiences
Exercise STJU21 was designed to challenge
the Training Audiences at the strategic,
operational and tactical levels focusing on
the challenges of deterrence in all domains,
while presenting a timely opportunity to
contribute to the concept for the Deterrence
and Defence of the Euro-Atlantic Area
(DDA) and the NATO Warfighting Capstone

Concept (NWCC). The exercise was
designed to take place in a time of severe
crisis between NATO nations and against
an opponent with similar capabilities. As
long as the crisis does not escalate into
conflict and remains within the deterrence
phase, the military arm of NATO supports
the political efforts in a confrontation of
information and perception. While the
military usually trains for manoeuvring and
defeating an enemy on the battlefield, the
first goal of deterrence is to avoid military
conflict.

Ready for deterrence means being
ready to defend if necessary
Although collective defence is a founding
principle of NATO, this can prove to be
challenging when both sides are mobilising
military forces (think Cold War). That said,
the NRF is responsible for maintaining a
high-level of readiness to operate as a joint
task force with appropriate organisation,
processes, interoperability, manpower,
budget, infrastructure, equipment and
training. Exercise STEADFAST JUPITER
21 was a showcase for JFCBS and NATO
in preparing for the complicated task of
maintaining the peace during a challenging
scenario while still being ready to defend if
necessary.
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JLSG

JLSGBS HQ successfully concluded Exercise Steadfast
Jupiter 21!

STORY BY JLSG PAO

Exercise
Steadfast
Jupiter
21
(STJU21) has been a splendid and
successful training opportunity for
the HQ. Another major step towards
readiness for NATO Response
Force 2022 (NRF22) and further
development to Full Operational
Capability (FOC)!
This exercise was an all-level and highly
complex Major Command Post and
Computer Assisted Exercise (CPX/CAX),
focusing on NATO’s defence capabilities
and deterrence posture. In every scenario,
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the coordination of complex multinational
logistic requirements across Land, Sea
and Air domains is a critical enabler to
the Joint Force Commander to ensure
the success of the mission. During the
exercise, JLSGBS proved its important
role as a Tactical Logistics Command
Component Headquarters in support of the
multinational forces and the coordination
of the multinational logistic requirements.
JLSGBS coordinated the Reception,
Staging and Onward Movement (RSOM) of
NATO forces -a process which uses Land,

Sea and Air assets to move personnel,
vehicles and equipment, from arrival at
Points of Debarkation to a final location
as determined by the operational plan. In
the face of the many challenges designed in
the scenario, the JLSGBS staff successfully
managed all assigned tasks especially
the RSOM of NATO forces. Additionally,
JLSGBS facilitated the provision of a
consistent flow of sustainment to ensure
that the deployed forces received sufficient
quantities of required commodities on time,
which were critical to meet the mission
objectives.

With approximately 100 personnel,
consisting of JLSGBS HQ permanent
Staff, Liaison officers and augmentees
from 15 Nations and many other NATO
organizations, JLSGBS executed its tasks
during the exercise from a tented camp.
This camp within the premises of camp
Hendrik in Brunssum was constructed with
the help of 2nd NATO Signal Battalion and
NATO Support and Procurement Agency
(NSPA). A Response Cell, composed
of personnel from 1GE/NL Corps and
NATO Force Integration Unit (NFIU)
representatives supported JLSGBS from
Joint Warfare Centre (JWC) in Stavanger,
by playing the role of the subordinated
units. JLSGBS managed to provide the
capability to coordinate logistic operations,
enabling effective, efficient and optimal
support to the troops in theatre.

efforts during STJU21. A special thanks to
retired General Mark RAMSAY who has
been supporting the development of JLSG
since 2016, and who took the role as Senior
Mentor, advising the JLSG Command
Group and Staff on ways to improve, for the
last time.

The work of JLSGBS was well appreciated
by the Higher Command and the other
Components Commanders. Many visitors
took the opportunity of the exercise to
increase their understanding of the role
and responsibilities of a JLSG, such as
the Joint Task Force HQ Commander and
Deputy Commander, as well as the Chief
of Staff from NATO Communications &
Information Systems Group HQ (NCISG)
and the representatives from the Estonian
NFIU and JLSG Naples Headquarters.
The HQ would like to thank the staff, the
augmentees, the liaisons officers and the
many other actors for their support and
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NRF

The NATO Response Force – NATO’s versatile arrow in
the quiver to quickly respond to any security challenge

The NRF offers NATO the possibility to quickly respond to any security challenge
STORY BY JFCBS PAO, ASSISTED BY LT CDR PETER BROWN, WITH MATERIAL FROM NATO.INT

Security in our daily lives is key to
our well-being. NATO’s purpose is to
guarantee the freedom and security
of its members through political and
military means.
NATO promotes democratic values and
enables members to consult and cooperate
on defence and security-related issues to
solve problems, build trust and, in the long
run, prevent conflict.
NATO is committed to the peaceful
resolution of disputes. If diplomatic efforts
fail, it has the military power to undertake
crisis-management operations. These are
carried out under the collective defence
clause of NATO's founding treaty - Article 5
of the Washington Treaty or under a United
Nations mandate, alone or in cooperation
with other countries and international

organisations.
One of the military instruments at the
disposal of NATO is the NATO Response
Force (NRF). In this article, you will learn
more about the NRF.

A highly ready multinational force
for NATO – the NRF
The NATO Response Force (NRF) is a
highly ready and technologically advanced
multinational force made up of land,
air, maritime, Special Operations Forces
(SOF), CBRN and CIMIC components that
the Alliance can deploy quickly, wherever
needed. The principal role people perceive
for the NRF is activation for a situation
which requires the NRF for collective
defence, preservation of territorial integrity

The NRF was activated in August
2021 to support the evacuation and
relocation of Afghans who worked
alongside NATO / Pic by JFCNP

10

The NRF is ready and capable

or making a demonstration of force. There
are, however, multiple other reasons for
the NRF to be activated and these include
peace support operations, disaster relief,
protecting critical infrastructure and
security operations. The recent activations
has been varied as follows
•	
Protection of the 2004 Summer
Olympics in Athens, Greece.
•	
Security enhancement for the Afghan
Presidential elections in September
2004
•	
Disaster relief with aircraft from the
NRF delivering relief supplies donated
by NATO member and partner countries
to the United States to assist in dealing
with the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina,
2005.
•	From October 2005 to February 2006,
elements of the NRF were used in

The Naval components of the NRF are ready to respond to any scenario
the disaster relief effort in Pakistan,
following the devastating 8 October
earthquake. Aircraft from the NRF were
used in an air bridge that delivered
almost 3,500 tons of urgently needed
supplies to Pakistan, while engineers
and medical personnel from the NRF
were deployed to the country to assist in
the relief effort.
•	Ongoing at the time of writing, Operation
Allied Solace, with the NRF being
activated in August 2021 to support the
evacuation and relocation of Afghans
who worked alongside NATO, together
with their families. This response
included the establishment of Task
Force Noble, a task force coordinating
hundreds of NRF troops from 20 Allied
countries. These troops supported the
evacuation in locations across Europe,

including with transportation aircraft,
construction equipment, ambulances,
medical teams, civil affairs teams and
security personnel.
So the NRF is a flexible resource for NATO
to employ. Some quick Facts about the
NRF:
•	The NRF consists of a highly capable
joint multinational force able to react
in a very short time to the full range
of security challenges from crisis
management to collective defence.
•	
Following the Wales Summit, NATO
Allies decided to enhance the NRF in
2014 by creating a “spearhead force”
within it, known as the Very High
Readiness Joint Task Force (VJTF).
•	
This enhanced NRF is one of the

measures of the Readiness Action Plan
(RAP), which aims to respond to the
changes in the security environment
and strengthen the Alliance’s collective
defence.
•	
Deployment of the VJTF has been
practiced regularly since the first event
in Poland in June 2015
•	Overall command of the NRF belongs to
the Supreme Allied Commander Europe
(SACEUR).

Technologically advanced units like this F-35 can be part of the NRF / Pic by NATO flickr
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JFC Brunssum’s Role
JFCBS has two roles regarding the NRF.
Firstly JFCBS and JFC Naples (JFCNP) are
both on permanent standby to command
the NRF. On order from SACEUR the on
call NRF will be activated, or the parts
deemed necessary for the mission being
undertaken. Command will then be passed
to the JFC that SACEUR wishes to employ,
the decision may be based upon where
the mission is occurring or other factors.
The JFC will then become the Joint Task
Force (JTF) Commander. The JFCs are
both certified as JTF Commanders for the
NRF and JFCBS will be recertified in this
role during 2024 as part of the planned
TREX activity. It should be noted forces in
the NRF remain under National command
until a formal handover to NATO at a
predesignated time in the assigned mission.
The forces are handed over to SACEUR who
then delegates Command to the selected
JTF Commander.

The second role for JFCBS is the preparation
and monitoring of a NRF cohort for its
period of Standby. These periods run for
12 months. The preparation phase itself
commences some 18 months before the
Standby commences. So for each NRF unit
participation in the NRF is preceded by
national preparation, followed by training
with other participants in the multinational
force and certification for their role in the
NRF. For some elements this year their final
certification was during their participation
in Exercise STEADFAST JUPITER 22.
The oversight of the preparation period is
always under taken by J7, on behalf of the
Commander, and they confirm the NRF
cohort is ready when all certification is
completed. So J7 will then handover the
responsibility for NRF 22 to J3 at the end
of this year and J3 will then keep in close
contact with the cohort throughout the
forthcoming year. Of course the training
does not end and elements of NRF 22 will
be involved in Exercises BRILLIANT JUMP

22 and COLD RESPONSE 22. For J7 there
is a short period to draw breath and then
their work commences with the NRF 24
cohort. In parallel, JFCNP is just about
to end its role with NRF 21 but is already
engaged with NRF 23. Both JFCs monitor
each other’s activity because whilst JFCBS
may have prepared the NRF 22 cohort
it might be JFCNP who commands on
activation and vice versa.
The preparation period itself serves as
a time when the elements of the NRF
refresh their “NATO” credentials as it is, on
average, around 5 years since they were last
Standby. Thus their staff will have rotated
and the preparation periods means they
can learn or re-learn procedures, be briefed
on changes to ways of working since their
last Standby period and this is also a time
when NATO can experiment on its own
processes and procedures. Thus as units
rotate through the NRF, the associated high
standards, concepts and technologies are

Polish soldiers patrol the rail yard at Mockava, Lithuania during Exercise Brilliant Jump 20.
Brilliant Jump was a deployment exercise designed to test the readiness of NATO’s spearhead unit, the VJTF
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gradually spread throughout the Alliance,
thereby fulfilling one of the key purposes
of the NATO Response Force – the further
transformation of Allied forces.

The Forces in the eNRF
Looking at the enhanced NATO Response
Force it comprises:
•	
The Very High Readiness Joint Task
Force (VJTF): This NRF element –
about 20,000 strong – includes a
multinational land brigade of around

5,000 troops and air, maritime and
SOF components. Leading elements are
ready to move within two to three days.
Allies assume the lead role for the VJTF
on a rotational basis;
•	The Initial Follow-On Forces Group
(IFFG): These are high-readiness forces
that can deploy quickly following the
VJTF, in response to a crisis. They are
made up of two multinational brigades;
•	A maritime component: it is based on
the Standing NATO Maritime Groups
(SNMGs) and the Standing NATO Mine
Countermeasures Groups (SNMCMGs);

•	
A combat air and air-support
component;
• Special Operations Forces; and
•	A chemical, biological, radiological and
nuclear (CBRN) defence task force.
The NRF is also open to partner countries
to contribute to, once approved by the
North Atlantic Council.

NRF 22 Cohort
The NRF for 2022 cohort comprises:

Abbreviations:

ALLIED JOINT FORCE
COMMAND BRUNSSUM

NATO Response Force 2022

SHAPE - SUPREME
HEADQUARTERS
ALLIED POWERS EUROPE

SHAPE

STRATEGIC

LCC – LAND COMPONENT
COMMAND

LEVEL

MCC – MARTIME COMPONENT
COMMAND
ACC – AIR COMPONENT

JFCBS

OPERATIONAL

COMMAND
+ JOINT LOGISTICS

LEVEL

CBRN – CHEMICAL, BILOGICAL,

SUPPORT GROUP

RADIOLOGICAL, NUCLEAR

BRUNSSUM

CIMIC – CIVIL MILITARY

TACTICAL LEVEL
LCC
TUR

CO-OPERATION

MCC

ACC

Special Ops

CBRN

CIMIC

IFFG30

FRA
VJTF

DEU

RRC FRA

IFFG 45

UKSTRKFOR

AIRCOM/
FRA JFAC

ITA SOCC

FRA CBRN

MNCG
1

Conclusion
The NRF gives the Alliance the means to respond
swiftly to various types of crises anywhere in
the world. It is also a driving engine for NATO’s
military transformation. Allied countries commit
Land, Air, Maritime, SOF, CBRN and CIMIC for a
period of 12 months.
The VJTF and Initial Follow-on Forces are based
in their home countries, but are able to deploy to
wherever they are needed for exercises or crisis
response. Any mission, anywhere with preparation
as the key.
The NRF has proven that it is a versatile, capable
instrument that is ready for any NATO mission or
task. The NRF 22 cohort is the latest iteration of
this proven capability.
For more information about the NRF, please visit
jfcbs.nato.int.

In addition to its operational role, the NRF can be used for
greater cooperation in education and training and increased
exercises_Picture by JFCNP.
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MULTINATIONAL CORPS
NORTHEAST

LIEUTENANT GENERAL VON SANDRART ASSUMES
COMMAND OF MULTINATIONAL CORPS NORTHEAST

SZCZECIN, Poland - On 19 November,
German Army Lieutenant General
Jürgen-Joachim
von
Sandrart
relieved the Polish Army Lieutenant
General Sławomir Wojciechowski
as
Commander
Multinational
Corps Northeast (MNC NE) during
a change-of-command ceremony
at Baltic Barracks. The Corps
Commander post rotates every three
years between German and Polish
general officers.
Commander Allied Joint Force Command
Brunssum GEN Jörg Vollmer presided over
the ceremony, highlighting the critical role
Multinational Corps Northeast plays in the
NATO Force Structure.
“Headquarters
Multinational
Corps
Northeast is our key unit in the Baltic Sea
region. In peacetime, crisis and conflict,
this Corps is ready. It has a command and
control structure which is already in place.
There is nothing that has to be started from
scratch, and this is a unique feature,” the
General said.
In his final address, LTG Wojciechowski
emphasized that in the last three years
the Corps had remained at the centre of
adaptation and change across the Alliance’s
north-eastern flank:
“Through the joint effort of many talented
people, the Corps continued to develop,
transforming into the only Regional Land
Component Command in the NATO
Force Structure; a command which is –
without question – the most specialized
headquarters to ever serve the Alliance in
this portion of Europe.”
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LTG Wojciechowski underlined that
Multinational Corps Northeast had grown
far beyond its headquarters in Szczecin,
Poland, encompassing two multinational
divisions (North East in Poland and North
in Latvia), four National Home Defence
Brigade Headquarters in Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania and Poland, four multinational
enhanced Forward Presence Battle Groups
and six NATO Force Integration Units.
The outgoing Commander spoke highly
of superiors, subordinates and partners
who had contributed to the increase of
synergy within MNC NE’s extended chain
of command.
While bringing his remarks to a close,
LTG Wojciechowski called for enhancing
regional partnerships, and pointed out
the importance of adopting regional
perspectives in decision-making processes
within NATO:
“As the regional representatives of the
Alliance, we need to advocate for a better
balance between regional and expeditionary
approaches so that NATO members can
more effectively train together and improve
the overall integration within the NATO
Force Structure.”
In a media statement following the
ceremony, LTG von Sandrart expressed
his pride in joining Multinational Corps
Northeast. He spoke highly of the Corps’ and
the former Commander’s accomplishments.
At the same time, the General affirmed his
commitment to the further development of
NATO’s deterrence and defence posture in
the region: “I am dedicated to build upon
this firm foundation I was given by my
predecessor and to continue contributing to

Baltic security with the capable, adaptable
and responsive Multinational Corps
Northeast.”
LTG von Sandrart, former Commander
1
Armoured
Division
(Oldenburg,
Germany) began his career in 1982. Among
other leadership roles, von Sandrart
commanded 41 Armoured Mechanized
Infantry Brigade (Torgelow, Germany)
and 93 Tank Demonstration Battalion
(Munster, Germany). His long military
career includes an assignment at Supreme
Headquarters Allied Powers Europe as
Chief J7 and Deputy Chief of Staff as well
as deployments to Bosnia and Herzegovina
and to Afghanistan. The General has been
awarded both German and NATO honours.
Headquartered in Szczecin (Poland),
Multinational Corps Northeast is the only
Regional Land Component Command
in the NATO Force Structure, providing
deterrence and defence across the Baltic
Sea region. Consequently, the Corps
Command has responsibility for land forces
operating within the NATO framework in
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland. It
is in charge of the NATO ground troops
already deployed there. If need be, the
Corps Command is ready to exercise
command and control over many more
forces, including land elements of the
NATO Response Force together with its
flagship
‘spearhead’. The Command is fully trained
to react at very short notice and take charge
of Allied land operations across the Baltic
Sea region.

eFP explained

NATO’s enhanced Forward Presence (eFP)

NATO has enhanced its presence
in the eastern part of the Alliance,
with four multinational Battlegroups
in Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and
Poland. These Battlegroups, led
by the United Kingdom, Canada,
Germany and the United States
respectively, are multinational, and
combat-ready, demonstrating the
strength of the transatlantic bond.
Their presence makes clear that an attack
on one Ally will be considered an attack on
the whole Alliance. NATO’s Battlegroups
form part of the biggest reinforcement of
NATO’s collective defence in a generation.
While NATO’s enhanced Forward Presence
continues to evolve, the constants
remain the same: A mission defensive
in nature, which is proportionate to the
challenge and fully in line with NATO’s
international commitments. The intention
is to deter adversarial aggression through
demonstration of NATO’s resolve, cohesion
and its capability to defend.
On the following pages, you will find
stories about activities of the different eFP
Battlegroups.

15

eFP Latvia

Exercise Silver Arrow - Testing Readiness and Capabilities

A Latvian Mechanized Infantry Brigade (MiBde) soldier operates an anti-tank
missile launcher during Ex SILVER ARROW. Photo credit: Sgto 1 Alfonso Cortés
Pinilla, eFP Battle Group Latvia Imagery technician.
STORY BY: EFP BG LATVIA PAO

The second half of 2021 has seen a new
rotation of the enhanced Forward
Presence (eFP) Battle Group Latvia
take its place. Despite the challenges
of operating in the context of a global
pandemic, the Battlegroup was ready
to carry out its mission with renewed
energy.
“eFP BG Latvia benefits from a consistent
and stable contribution from nine
countries, completely integrated into the
Latvian Mechanized Infantry Brigade.
As a result, while the majority of our
troops are here on a rotational basis,
our progress and effects are enduring.”
Lieutenant Colonel John Benson,
Commander eFP BG Latvia

Exercise SILVER ARROW 2021 a highlight of the year
One of the highlights of this rotation was
Exercise SILVER ARROW 2021, which
showcased the eFP Battlegroup Latvia’s
unique integration with its host nation
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partners within the Latvian Mechanized
Infantry Brigade.
Exercise SILVER ARROW 2021 took
place at Adazi Military Base, Latvia, from
September 3 to September 17, 2021. The
exercise involved troops from the Latvian
Mechanized Infantry Brigade (MiBde),
enhanced Forward Presence Battlegroup
(eFP BG) Latvia, eFP BG Lithuania, eFP
BG Estonia, Lithuanian Armed Forces,
Polish Armed Forces, US Armed Forces,
and German Armed Forces (16 countries
in total).
“Exercise SILVER ARROW was an
outstanding opportunity to not only
demonstrate eFP BG combat readiness, but
to integrate our defensive operations within
the Brigade. I am proud of the results; we
demonstrated cohesion, interoperability
and a fighting spirit. We also conducted
complex Brigade operations including
passage of lines and sustainment at all levels
in a multinational context.” Lieutenant
Colonel John Benson, Commander eFP BG

Latvia

A clear demonstration of
interoperability
Exercise SILVER ARROW was part
of the larger Latvian National Armed
Forces exercise NAMEJS 2021, which
took place throughout Latvia from 30
August to 3 October in order to improve
the readiness of units and develop the
performance of national defence tasks both
independently and within the collective
defence system. Exercise SILVER ARROW
was a clear demonstration of eFP BG
Latvia’s integration with the MiBde and its
interoperability as a multinational force.
The eFP Battlegroup Latvia again hosted
its fellow Baltic Region Battlegroups during
Exercise IRON SPEAR, from 20 to 23
October, 2021. Over 30 teams representing
12 NATO Alliance countries competed in a
series of events designed to test the skills
and interoperability of main battle tank and
infantry fighting vehicle crews.

The Italian crew of an Ariete tank participates in defensive actions as part of
the eFP Battle Group Latvia during Ex SILVER ARROW. Photo credit: Sgto 1
Alfonso Cortés Pinilla, eFP Battle Group Latvia Imagery technician.

“We're here with a clear mission from
NATO and from Latvia to deter and, if
necessary, defend Latvian territory and its
people from any adversary threat. These
exercises enhance our interoperability and
our capabilities and, more importantly,
are a clear and transparent demonstration
of our ability to deter and, if necessary,
defend. That's really what we're doing.”
Lieutenant Colonel John Benson,
Commander eFP BG Latvia

Working hand-in-hand for NATO
as a flexible and responsive
multinational force
One of four NATO Battlegroups situated in
the Baltic Region, eFP Battlegroup Latvia is
made up of nine nations: Canada, Albania,
the Czech Republic, Italy, Montenegro,
Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia and Spain.
Led by the Canadian framework nation,

the Battlegroup, which is based in Adazi,
Latvia, is embedded within the Latvian
Land Forces Mechanized Infantry Brigade.
The Battlegroup’s multinational forces
work hand-in-hand with the Mechanized
Infantry Brigade to form a flexible,
interoperable and responsive force that
is able to adapt to an evolving security
environment.

A Polish PT-91 Twardy tank participates in a distinguished visitor’s day
firepower demonstration on the last day of Ex SILVER ARROW. Photo credit:
Sgto 1 Alfonso Cortés Pinilla, eFP Battle Group Latvia Imagery technician.
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eFP Poland

Exercise Rifle Forge strengthens multinational interoperability

STORY AND PICTURES BY PFC. JACOB BRADFORD, US ARMY, EFP BG POLAND, THIS STORY WAS FIRST PUBLISHED TO ARMY.MIL

BPTA, Poland —The multinational
enhanced
Forward
Presence
(eFP) Battlegroup Poland held its
culminating combined arms live-fire
exercise, Rifle Forge, from Oct. 30
through Nov. 10 at Bemowo Piskie
Training Area, Poland, integrating
NATO fire capabilities.
Combining forces
Battlegroup Poland’s two new contingents,
the Romanian Land Forces Iron Cheetahs
and British Army's Black Horse Troop,
combined forces with the rest of the
Battlegroup for the exercise.
“This has been a great opportunity to
learn more about working in a joint
environment,” Romanian Land Forces 1st
Lt. Andrei Savaniu, Iron Cheetahs platoon
leader said. “As air defense, we are here

18

to make sure that our Allies are able to
conduct their operations on the ground in
complete safety.”
The Iron Cheetahs provide Battlegroup
Poland’s air defense capability. In this
exercise the Iron Cheetahs used Gepard
self-propelled anti-aircraft guns to track
and destroy simulated unmanned aerial
vehicles.
This live-fire exercise also integrated the
British Army’s Black Horse Troop and their
reconnaissance capabilities.
Demonstrating cohesion and capabilities
“It's really important for the Black Horse
Troop to be able to integrate with our NATO
Allies as it is the way that we prove our
credibility and enable us to demonstrate
the capabilities we have,” British Army
Major William Roome, Black Horse

Troop commander said. “We're trying to
demonstrate cohesion, the way we stick
together and work together. And, [we are
demonstrating] the capabilities we bring to
bear during this multinational exercise.”
“Together we truly are the strongest team!”
The Battlegroup Commander, U.S. Army
Lt. Col. Craig Boyles, echoed the sentiment:
“The idea is to practice combining all our
arms in order to strengthen interoperability.
What we’re doing is synchronizing all of our
fires in time, space, purpose and resources.
This demonstrates we're stronger together
because just one of us really is not as
capable and as lethal as all of us. Each
one of us brings a capability that one of us
doesn't have, but together we truly are the
strongest team.”
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eFP Estonia

"An honor and a privilege to serve here." - The French contingent
now on a year-long rotation to eFP Battlegroup Estonia.

STORY BY BJORN MALMQUIST, EFP BG ESTONIA

Having completed two eighth-month
missions in 2017 and 2019, the
French Army is now contributing
troops to the NATO Battlegroup in
Tapa, Estonia, for a period of 12
months, alternating with the Danish
contingent.

Very good opportunity to practise
interoperability
"Our participation in eFP gives us a very good
opportunity to practise interoperability
with our Estonian and UK colleagues,"
says Colonel Eric Mauger, Commander of
the French forces in Estonia, and Deputy
Commander of NATO's enhanced Forward
Presence.
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The current French contingent is drawn
from the artillery, infantry and engineer
regiments across the French Army. "We
have nearly 300 soldiers and officers in
Tapa, where the Battlegroup is located,
and the composition of our contingent,
including the Leclerc battle tanks, fits very
well within the multinational NATO eFP
Battlegroup and the Estonian 1st Brigade,"
says Col. Mauger.

Fully integrated into the Estonian
1st Brigade
Just like the Royal Tank Regiment, the
UK military unit that now leads the NATO
eFP Battlegroup in Estonia, the French
contingent is now fully integrated into
the Estonian 1st Brigade, becoming part

of Estonia's national defence plan. "It is
both an honour and a privilege to be part
of another country's defence," says Col.
Mauger. "Our deployment in Estonia also
gives us a very good opportunity to be
focused on our training, both within our
ranks, but even more importantly with our
Estonian and UK partners. This mission is
also important; we are in a geo-strategic
location and our main task is to deter any
adversaries. We do that by being ready and
being prepared to contribute to the defence
of Estonia," says Colonel Mauger.

French-Estonian cooperation
The presence of French forces in Tapa is not
the only example of military cooperation
between France and Estonia. Since 2018,
Estonian soldiers have taken part in the
French-led operation Barkhane, in Mali.
Currently, a platoon of Estonian soldiers
is there, contributing to force protection.
Additionally, Estonia was the first country
to support France with Operation Takuba in
Mali, by sending members of the Estonian
Special Forces to participate.
"Some of our soldiers in Tapa have taken
part in the operations in Mali and they have
been able to share their experience with the

Estonian soldiers who also deploy to Mali.
We have organised special exercises for this
purpose, so that when the Estonian soldiers
arrive in Mali they are rapidly integrated
into the team," says Col. Mauger.

Impressive professionalism

impressed with the level of professionalism
and capabilities of the Estonian Defense
Forces. The French contingent will stay
here until March next year, when the
Danish forces arrive and we will be back
in 2023, to continue our involvement and
contribution to the defense of Estonia."

During his long military career, Col.
Mauger has served as commander of the
93rd Regiment d'Artillerie de Montagne
(Mountain Artillery Regiment), and
his operational experience includes
deployments in Western Sahara, Kosovo,
Afghanistan, Iraq and Mali. "This is my first
time in Estonia and I must say I am really
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eFP Lithuania

NATO enhanced Forward Battlegroup Lithuania Highlights of the past weeks in pictures
STORY BY EFP BG LITHUANIA PAO

Check out some of the best pictures of the past weeks from exercises and trainings.
Follow the Battlegroup on Social Media to never miss good content!

Dutch soldier during the Live Firing Exercise Blazing
Leopard with a Panzerfaust 3 recoilles Anti-Tank
weapon…

Norwegian soldiers swapping mags the cool way during
Exercise Blazing Leopard.

German tank during exercise Blazing Leopard.
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...before and after firing.

Dutch soldier taking cover behind a tree
during the Live Firing Exercise Blazing
Leopard.

German infantry soldier during Close-Quarter-Combat
(CQC) training.

CQB requires full attention at all times.

Checking all the corners in a fast, tactical
way is essential for CQB.

Dutch marksman reloading his DMR rifle,
a H&K 417, on the range during training.

Dutch, Norwegian, Czech and German soldiers of the eFP Battlegroup during Exercise iron Wolf.

German soldier during exercise Eager Leopard.

Italian soldiers during exercise Eager Leopard.
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REMEMBRANCE

BRUNSSUM REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY

STORY BY JFCBS PAO

11 November, at 1100, the annual
ceremony of remembrance was
conducted at the Brunssum War
Cemetery. A touching service was
well attended by local VIPs and the
General Public. Prayers were led by
Reverend, Wing Commander Paul
Mellor RAF, whilst Happy Hendrix
sang WWII songs, made famous by
Dame Vera Lynn.

Lieutenant Colonel Chris Middleton –
on behalf of Canadian personnel at JFC
Brunssum;

Amongst others, wreaths were laid by:

Mrs Marjo Thijssen-Nas – on behalf of the
Netherlands America Institute Limburg.

Mayor Wilma Van der Rijt - Mayor
Brunssum, on behalf of the people of
Brunssum;
Lieutenant General Stuart Skeates –
Deputy Commander JFC Brunssum, on
behalf of the staff of JFC Brunssum;
Squadron Leader (Rtd) Rex Thompson –
on behalf of the Royal Air Force Association
Limburg;
Colonel Jan Stinissen – on behalf of
Netherlands personnel at JFC Brunssum;
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Mrs Suzan Scholten & Mrs Anne-Mie
Koopmans – on behalf of the Foundation
War Cemetery Brunssum;
Angela Lust & Petra Palmen – on behalf of
Veterans Brunssum;

On completion of the remembrance
ceremony attendees made their way to the
Brikke Oave where a book about the War
Cemetery was unveiled. The book was
a personal project of Mr Ruud Scholten
who worked tirelessly for many years as
Chairman of the British War Cemetery
Foundation, in Brunssum. Sadly, he passed
away earlier this year after contracting
COVID.
Following an explanation of the book
by Shirley van Dishoeck-Sinfield, first
copies were presented to those who had

contributed. Mayor van der Rijt and
Lieutenant General Skeates then made
sincere and moving speeches to those
assembled.
Note: Brunssum was liberated in
September 1944 by US forces. Shortly
afterwards the British 43rd (Wessex)
Division made their headquarters in the
town; they, in turn, were succeeded by
the British 52nd (Lowland) Division. The
first burials in the cemetery were made
by an Advanced Dressing Station and a
Casualty Clearing Station both situated
at Merkelbeek, in November 1944, when
the 43rd Division were engaged in clearing
a triangle between the Rivers Roer and
Maas. Later, other casualties were buried
in the same place; these included fifty
men who were killed while clearing mines
on the German border at the beginning
of January 1945. Operations in the
Geilenkirchen sector account for most of
the casualties buried here. There are over
300 1939-1945 burials in this cemetery;
they are comprised entirely of soldiers of
the British Army, of whom one remains
unidentified.

REMEMBRANCE

SITTARD REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY

STORY BY JFCBS PAO

Sunday 14 November, General
Jörg Vollmer (Commander JFC
Brunssum) and Lieutenant General
Stuart Skeates (Deputy Commander
JFC Brunssum) attended the annual
remembrance ceremony in Sittard.

● The Deputy Mayor of Sittard-Geleen –
Dhr Andries Houtakkers

An insightful service at St Peters' Church
led by the Dean of Sittard, Rob Merkx, was
followed by an open-air ceremony at the
Commonwealth War Cemetery, Ophoven,
where 239 service members are laid to rest.

● JFC Brunssum – General Jörg Vollmer
& Lieutenant General Stuart Skeates

Amongst others, wreaths were laid at the
Commonwealth War Cemetery, Ophoven,
by the following:
● The Deputy King's Commissioner for
Limburg – Dhr Stephan Satijn

● Sittard War Graves Committee Chair Mrs Tedje Versteegh

● JFC Brunssum Netherlands Senior
National Representative – Colonel Peter
Kemna
● JFC Brunssum UK Senior National
Representative – Colonel Edward Corrigan
● JFC Brunssum Canadian National
Representative – Lieutenant Colonel John
Timmermans
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VISITS AND ACTIVITIES
OCTOBER 2021 - NOVEMBER 2021
7 OCTOBER 2021

STEPS, 45 MINUTES, SORE LEGS AND SMILES!
Thursday 07 October, a highly motivated group from Headquarters Joint Force
Command (JFC) Brunssum accepted the Command Senior Enlisted Leader
(CSEL) Morale Challenge. For the team taking part in a short training session
at Wilhelmina (named after the former Dutch Queen) Mine Stone mountain in
Landgraaf, the main goal of the workout was to climb to the top of the hill as
many times as possible within a fixed time limit.

11 OCTOBER 2021

ANNUAL GERMAN RECEPTION AT INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE CENTRE
On Monday, 11 October 2021, the Commander of Joint Force Command
Brunssum (JFCBS), General Jörg Vollmer, hosted the traditional annual German
Reception on the occasion of the 31st anniversary of the reunification of Germany
on 3 October 1990.
He welcomed guests from the Headquarters, surrounding military entities and
other institutions in the area amongst them were two special dignitaries, which
paid a working visit to the Headquarters earlier the same day.

19 OCTOBER 2021

EXERCISE STEADFAST JUPITER STARTS AT JFC BRUNSSUM
Exercise STEADFAST JUPITER 2021 (STJU21) commenced at Allied Joint Forces
Command Brunssum (JFCBS). Approximately 5000 personnel, coming from 26
nations, working in 18 different NATO locations participated.
STJU21 is a Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE)-led serial,
directed by the Joint Warfare Centre (JWC), that is designed to ensure Allied
forces are trained, interoperable and ready to respond to any threat from any
direction.

28 OCTOBER 2021

FOCUSED ON DETERRENCE- EXERCISE STEADFAST
JUPITER COMPLETES
Exercise Steadfast Jupiter 2021 (SFJU21) concluded at Allied Joint Force
Command Brunssum (JFCBS).
Approximately 5000 personnel, working in 18 different NATO locations
participated in a highly complex training programme focused on sustaining/
improving the interoperability of Allied forces, whilst concurrently, deterring
potential adversaries from invading Allied NATO nations.
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1 NOVEMBER 2021

COMMANDER JFC NORFOLK VISITS BRUNSSUM
Vice Admiral Daniel W. Dwyer USN, Commander Joint Force Command Norfolk
(JFCNF), visited Brunssum 01 November 21 to meet with Commander Joint
Force Command Brunssum (JFCBS), General Jörg Vollmer.
Located in Norfolk, Virginia (USA), in the world's largest naval base, JFCNF
was formally activated by NATO's North Atlantic Council on 26 July 2019 as
the latest Joint Force Command in the NATO Command Structure, alongside
Brunssum and Naples. Its focus is on the Atlantic; for this reason, VAdm
Dwyer also commands the US Navy's Second Fleet, re-established around the
same time with a similar geographical focus.

2 NOVEMBER 2021

NETHERLANDS CHIEF OF DEFENCE VISITS JFC BRUNSSUM
02 November General Jörg Vollmer, Commander Joint Force Command
Brunssum (JFCBS), welcomed the Netherlands Chief of Defence (CHOD),
General Onno Eichelsheim, to the Headquarters.
The programme allowed General Eichelsheim to participate in a round table
discussion with General Vollmer and other senior JFCBS staff members.
A broad range of topics were discussed, notably including Command and
Control (C2) relationships between NATO and national forces.

9 NOVEMBER 2021

JFC BRUNSSUM HOSTS THE AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF
POLAND TO THE NETHERLANDS
Tuesday 09 November, Joint Force Command Brunssum (JFCBS) welcomed
Mr Marcin Czepelak, Ambassador of The Republic of Poland to The
Netherlands.
The purpose of the visit was to broaden the Ambassador's comprehension of
activities undertaken by JFCBS and discuss issues related to the security of
Northern Europe. One of the main topics touched upon was NATO's enhanced
Forward Presence (eFP) multinational Battlegroups in Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania and Poland that are deployed in order to strengthen the Alliance's
deterrence and defence posture in the region.

10 NOVEMBER 2021

COMMANDER JFC BRUNSSUM VISITS NORWAY
General Jörg Vollmer, Commander Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum
(JFCBS) visited Norway this week for discussions with Norwegian senior officers from 10-12 November.
Norway is a key member of the NATO Alliance and, next year, will play host to
two large-scale multinational exercises. The first, Exercise Brilliant Jump, is a
Deployment Exercise of NATO's Very High Readiness Joint Task Force (VJTF)
to Southern Norway. The second, Exercise Cold Response, is a biennial Norwegian-led multinational exercise, which next year will feature over 30,000
troops – including the VJTF and other NATO Response Force elements.
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JFCBS COVID-19 MITIGATION
MEASURES MATRIX

003

Overview of COVID-19 measures
for JFCBS OFFICE BUILDINGS
Wash

Test

Wash your hands often.
Cough and sneeze into
your elbow.

JFCBS COVID Response Cell
NCN 244 3559
+31 (0) 45 526 3559
jfcbscovidresponsecell@jfcbs.nato.int (NS)
jfcbs.responsecell@jfcbs.nato.int (UNCLASS)

COVID-19 symptoms?
Stay at home.
Get tested as soon as
possible.

Staff Entry Requirement:

Visitor Entry Requirements:

All Staff are required to present proof of one of the
following three requirements:

All visitors are required to provide proof of one of
the following three requirements:

▪ Fully Vaccinated against COVID-19*; or
▪ Recovered from COVID-19*; or
▪ Negative COVID-19 test (PCR or Antigen)
not older than 72 hrs
▪ Staff who are unable to present proof or do not wish
to disclose their vaccination status shall complete a
self-test every 72 hours
▪ To be confirmed by Coord Office

▪ Fully Vaccinated Status
(QR Code, Official National Paper Hard Copy
of Certificate of Vaccination) or
▪ Certificate of recovery from COVID-19 or
▪ Be in possession of a negative test certificate
(PCR or Antigen) not older than 48 hrs
(initial, then renewed every 72 hrs afterwards)

*as per HN definition www.government.nl

Distancing requirements:

1,5m

*as per HN definition www.government.nl

Travel Requirements:
▪ As per NLD requirements.
▪ TDY to high risk countries and above as defined
by the Netherlands which are outside of the EU
or NATO require COS approval

1.5m minimum distance
between personnel is required
in all JFCBS OFFICE BUILDINGS.

Symptoms or Positive Test Result:

Contact of COVID-19 Case:
▪ Inform:

T

▪ Isolate immediately (Go Home / Stay Home)
▪ Inform:
COVID-19 Response Cell;
Your Supervisor; and
Your SNR
▪ Refer to FRAGO 075 for detailed guidance

Mask policy:
All staff and visitors must wear a mask:
▪ Within JFCBS OFFICE BUILDINGS and Miner’s Rest
except when in fixed distanced seating with a
minimum distance of 1.5m
Masks as per HN Rules within MWA facilities
(other than Miner’s Rest).

...

COVID-19 Response Cell;
Your Supervisor; and
Your SNR

▪ If you are unvaccinated or a household Contact:
Quarantine immediately (monitor symptoms)
Refer to FRAGO 075 for detailed requirements
▪ If you are vaccinated (non-household contact):
No quarantine required (monitor symptoms)
Cease close contact and avoid large groups
Self-Test on Days 1,3,5

Testing Requirement:

!

▪ As directed for Return to Work / Contact Tracing
▪ Staff and Visitors who do not have a certificate of
vaccination or recovery are required to have a negative
COVID test at least every 72 hrs to enter JFCBS OFFICE
BUILDINGS
▪ As directed by NLD (such as for travel from a
High Risk area)
▪ No longer required for routine travel

Validity Date: 16 November 2021 – Until further notice
OUTSIDE OF JFCBS OFFICE BUILDINGS HN REGULATIONS APPLY
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WE FOCUS ON CARS.
Your NATO Specialists
Patrick Franzen

Sales consultant Audi
Fon +49 (2451) 9870 - 57
Patrick.Franzen@jacobs-gruppe.de

Daniel Schneiders

Sales consultant VW
Fon +49 (2451) 9870 - 590
Daniel.Schneiders@jacobs-gruppe.de

We are looking forward to your visit!
Audi Zentrum Aachen Jacobs Automobile GmbH
Zweigniederlassung Geilenkirchen
Landstraße 48 + 50 · 52511 Geilenkirchen
Fon (02451) 98 700 · Fax (02451) 6 67 88
info@jacobs-geilenkirchen.de· www.jacobs-gruppe.de

Automobile Geilenkirchen

OFFICIAL VOLVO MILITARY/DIPLOMAT SALES AGENT
NATO AIRBASE GEILENKIRCHEN, U.S. ARMY GARRISSON SCHINNEN & JFC BRUNSSUM
M OR E TH AN

5 0 Y EA RERS
VO LV O DE AL

· FOR ALL EUROPEAN AND US
SPECS. VOLVO’S
· LEADING TAX-FREE MILITARY AND
DIPLOMATIC VOLVO SUPPLIER
· GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES
· ALL VOLVO MODELS SERVICE AND
MAINTENANCE
· BODY AND PAINT SHOP
· VOLVO DEALER SINCE 1965

Auto Kallen | Rijksweg Zuid 320 - Sittard-Geleen | The Netherlands | www.autokallen.nl
Tel+31 (0)46 - 423 8688 | Contact persons: r.thyssen@autokallen.nl and s.janssen@autokallen.nl

RI

TE

ORA N
T
S

TOSCANA
PI

ZZERIA

· ONLY 12 KM FROM JFC BRUNSSUM
AND 25 KM FROM NATO BASE
GEILENKIRCHEN
· SPECIAL OFFERS

Enjoy our Italian Specialities!
Heerlenerstraße 146
D-52531 Übach-Palenberg (Scherpenseel)
Tel. +49 (0)2451 - 910274
Mon - Sat 17.00 - 24.00 hrs
Sun - Hol 12.00 - 24.00 hrs

USED CAR
TRADE-IN

ROADCRAFT
DIPLOMATIC / MILITARY

BEST FCU
FINANCE RATES

MASSIVE NEW SAVINGS OFF
EUROPEAN SPEC 2021 MODELS:
Up to 25% NATO discount oﬀ the following brands:

Up to 20% NATO discount oﬀ the following brands:

LOWEST U.S.A. VOLVO PRICES

SCOUNTS
I
D

EST SERVI
-B

EST DEAL
B
-

NATO
DISCOUNT
CE

MASSIV
E

MilitaryDiplomaticTaxFreeCars.com
ceo@MilitaryDiplomaticTaxFreeCars.com
direct lines: 0031 646855537

